‘New threats sent to Saudi officials’ 

WASH^GTON HO — Letters threatening violence against 
^specified cmhan targets were sent to the private, unlisted 
fex machines of several Saudi officials over the 
ABCTV’s “'World News Tonight" reported on Mondl^BC 
quoted unnamed intelligence sources as saying the calls came 
to ffie fes machmes of King Fahd's private secretary, the head 
of Saudi mtelligence and Interior Minister Prince Nayef The 
messages, traced to public phones in Riyadh, threatened civil- 
lan targets unless several Saudi religious leaders were released 
rrom jaji along with 230 other Saudi citizens arrested for their 
participation in a rare public protest in 1994, the network 
reported. The fax messages came less than a week after a mas- 
sive truck bomb ripped apart a U.S. military donnitory at an 
air force base near Dhahran. killing 19 Americans and injuring 
hundreds more. It was not immediately clear whether the 
threats were linked in any way to the June 25 bombing. 
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Mandela to visit Israel in August 

TEL AVIV (R) — South African President Nelson Mandela 
will pay his first post-apartheid visit to Israel next month, the 
foreign ministry said on Tuesday. Mr. Mandela will arrive on 
Aug. 19 for a 2-1 /2-day visit, a spokesman said. He will also 
visit Palestinian President Yasser Arafat Mr. Mandela's 
African National Congress for decades identified with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation iPLO), Israel’s former arch- 
foe led by Mr. Arafat, while the ANC struggled against white- 
led South African rule. Israel officially opposed apartheid. But 
facing world criticism over its treatment of Palestinians, Israel 
shared a sense of isolation with South Africa. Israel’s ground- 
breaking peace deal with die PLO in 1993 coincided with the 
scrapping of apartheid role, paving the way for a thaw in rela- 
tions between the ANC and the Jewish state. South African 
Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo visited Israel lost September and 
declared his government's desire to forge strong ties. 
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King, Arafat to meet Saturday 

Abbas: Meeting with Israeli PM soon 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) 
— Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat is to visit Jor- 
dan Saturday for talks on 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process, aides said Tuesday. 

Me Arafat will meet His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
discuss the situation in the 
region after the landmark 
Arab summit held in Cairo 
on June 22-23, Mr. Arafat’s 
advisor Nabil Abu Rudeina 
said. 

Twenty-one Arab leaders 
at the summit urged Israel's 
new right-wing government 
to return occupied land in 
exchange for peace or risk 
plunging the Middle East 
into renewed conflict. 

On Tuesday Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
met with Mahmoud Abbas, 
the architect of the 1993 dec- 
laration of principles for 
Pale stinian autonomy. 

Mr. Kabariti reaffirmed 
Jordan's support for the 


Rafsanjani 
pledges 
‘friendly’ 
ties with 
Gulf states 

TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi RafsanjanTon Tuesday 
pledged “friendly” ties 
between Iran and its Gulf 
neighbours in a meeting 
with Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouq A1 Sharaa. 

Mr. Rafsanjani praised 
Syria’s “humanitarian 
efforts" in seeking to medi- 
ate in a dispute between 
Iran and Bahrain. 

•'Iran has always pursued 
a policy of good neigh- 
bourly relations with the 
region’s countries without 
interference from foreign- 
ers," he said, in comments 
faxed to .AFP from his 
office, referring to the pres- 
ence of Western forces in 
the Gulf. 

“We seek friendly coop- 
eration to continue toward 
peace and stability." 

Mr. Sharaa, who arrived 
here Monday from 
Bahrain, praised Tehran for 
“cooperating to restore 
friendship between the , 
region’s countries." 

Iran has been accused by 
Bahrain of trying to topple 
the government in Manama 
and of being behind the 
violence which has rocked 
. the Gulf archipelago since 
9 December 1994. claiming 
22 fives. Tehran fiercely 
denies the accusations. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayari told 
Iran News daily on Tues- 
day that Syria was also act- 
ing as a go-berween to 
improve relations between 
Iran and Egypt. 

“Syria is trying to creare 
a coordinated from among 
Muslim countries, particu- 
larly in the region, to 
counter a common enemy,” 
he said referring to Israel. 
Damascus wants to "pave 
the way for better coopera- 
tion between Iran and Arab 
countries." 

"He (Sharaa) pointed out 
that Iran plays an important 
role in the strengthening of 
regional security and sta- 
bility and that it attaches 
great importance to neigh- 
bourly relations and coop- 
eration with the regional 
Arab states,” £RNA said 
late on Monday in a report 
about the two ministers' 
meeting. 

The Syrian minister 
(Continued on page 7 


Palestinians in their final 
negotiations with Israel, 
stalled since they were 
opened in May in Egypt 

Mr. Abbas called on the 
new Israeli government “to 
respect the past accords with 
the Palestinian National 
Authority, notably concern- 
ing the Israeli withdrawal 
from Hebron." 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
postponed a decision on 
implementing a partial pull- 
back from 80 per cent of the 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
which is already three 
months behind schedule. 

Mr. Abbas said a meeting 
between Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu “will be held 
soon, probably after 
Netanyahu’s trip to the Unit- 
ed States.’’ 

Mr. Netanyahu will travel 
to Washington on July S for 
talks with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton and other offi- 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Tuesday 
threw die principle of land- 
for-peace into doubt, saying 
it was not the basis for the 
Middle East peace process 
as Arab states insist. 

“I don’t agree that the 
Madrid conference includes 
land-for-peace," Mr. 
Netanyahu said of the 1991 
conference that launched 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

An Arab summit in Cairo 
last, month urged Israel to 
trade occupied Arab land- 
for-peace or risk plunging 
the Middle East into 
renewed conflict. 

The 21 Arab leaders at the 
summit also warned they 
would "reconsider steps 
taken towards Israel in the 
context of the peace 
process” if Mr. Netanyahu 
abandoned the land-for- 
peace principle.. 

The right-wing Israeli 
leader, speaking at the 
press briefing for foreign 
correspondents, acknowl- 
edged that the Madrid con- 


cials on Middle East peace 
and bilateral ties. 

Mr. Abbas, better known 
as Abu Mazen, said be had 
two meetings with envoys of 
Mr. Netanyahu since the 
elections. 

"Relations between us and 
the Likud government have 
stalled, first with a telephone 
conversation between me 
and Mr. Dote Gold 
(Netanyahu’s political advi- 
sor), followed by a meeting 
between us before the (June 
21-23) Arab summit in 
Cairo. 

“Several days after, two 
envoys met brother Yasser 
Arafat with a letter from 
Netanyahu,” Mr. Abbas said. 
Israeli and Palestinian 

sources said last Friday Mr. 
Gold and another Israeli met 
Mr. Arafat in the self-ruled 
Gaza Strip. 

In Cairo, a senior Palestin- 
ian official said Mr. 
Netanyahu has asked to be 


ference backed U.N. reso- 
lutions 242 and 338 calling 
on Israel to surrender occu- 
pied Arab land. 

But he added: “We have 
our own interpretation” of 
the resolutions. 

“We will negotiate" with 
Arab countries, he said. “I 
don’t know what will come 
out of the negotiations. We 
will go with our demands. 
They will come with their 
demands. But they cannot 
force their demands on us." 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
angered Arab leaders by 
rating out an Israeli surren- 
der of the Golan Heights, 
captured from Syria in 
1967, the creation of a 
Palestinian state and any 
discussion over the future 
of Jerusalem. 

Syrian President Hafez 
Assad said his country will 
nor resume its on-off peace 
talks with Israel if the 
Golan is not on the negoti- 
ating table. 

But Mr. Netanyahu said: 
“We will negotiate. All the 
parties have to come to the 


given time before meeting 
with Mr. Arafat 
“The two advisors of the 
Israeli prime minister who 
met with Arafat asked for a 
delay before l aunchin g 
Israeli-Palestinian contacts," 
said Selim A1 Zaanoun, pres- 
ident of the pariiaraent-in- 
exile, the Palestinian Nation- 
al Council (PNC). • 

The Palestinian represen- 
tative to the Arab League 
Mo hammad Sobeih on Sat- 
urday urged Mr. Netanyahu 
to meet “swiftly” with Mr. 
Arafat saying “any delay in 
such a meeting would under- 
mine the peace process and 
is not in the interests of 
either of the two parties." 

Arab leaders have voiced 
concern at Mr. Netanyahu’s 
victory in the May 29 polls 
fearing his policy guidelines 
ruling out further territorial 
concessions to the Arabs 
could derail the peace 
process. 


table.” 

He said he would make 
his first visits to Egypt and 
Jordan as prime minister 
after he returns from the 
United States next week. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said during a visit 
to France Monday: “The 
basis of the principle of 
land-for-peace must be 
maintained." 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
insisted on his “security 
first” approach to peace 
talks with the Palestinians. 

Asked whether he intends 
to meet Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat, Mr. 
Netanyahu said: "I said this 
before, if this is necessary 
for the security I will." He 
has avoided even mention- 
ing Mr. Arafat by name 
since his May 29 election. 

And he again called on 
the Palestinians to respect 
their side of the Oslo auton- 
omy accords before Israel 
keeps its commitments. 

“There has been many 

(Continued on page 7) 


Rifkind briefs Saudis on 
plans to eradicate ‘terrorism’ 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
Tuesday briefed Saudi offi- 
cials on proposals to stop 
“terrorists” planning attacks 
from their countries of asy- 
lum a week after the Khobar 
bombing. 

“We share the anger of our 
Saudi and American friends 
at the atrocious incident in 
the last week," Mr. Rifkind 
told a press conference, after 
holding Talks with his Saudi 
counterpart Prince Saud Al 
Faisal. 

Mr. Rifkind, who arrived 
from Lyon, France, wtere he 
attended a G-7 summit said 
world leaders had expressed 
the need for an “unprece- 
dented degree of 
international cooperation" to 
stamp out terrorism. 

In his talks he discussed 
ways of closing what he 
called a loop-hole in a 1951 
international convention on 
refugees which was signed 
in accordance with a resolu- 
tion of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

Mr. Rifkind maintained 
the convention allowed "ter- 
rorists’* to operate freely 
from the countries where 
they had been given asylum. 

“The British proposal 


would deny asylum to any 
individual who was inciting 
terrorists or actually helping 
terrorists,” he said. 

The 24-hour visit comes a 
week after a huge truck- 
bomb tore off die facade of a 
military dormitory at the 
King Abdul Aziz Air Base in 
Khobar, near the eastern city 
of Dhahran, killing 19 U.S. 
servicemen and wounding 
hundreds of people. 

British and French troops 
are also housed at the com- 
pound but none were hurt in 
the blast set off by a track 
packed with between 1,500 
to 2,500 kilogrammes of 
explosives. 

The U.S. embassy said it 
had received threats of 
attacks before the bombing 
at the base, which is also 
used by British and French 
troops. None were hurt in 
the explosion. 

Britain and the United 
States both received threats 
before a bombing in Riyadh 
in November demanding 
their forces leave the king- 
dom. 

The November attack on a 
U.S. army training premises 
which killed five Americans 
and two Indians was claimed 
by two shadowy groups. 
Four Islamic militan ts were; 


later beheaded for the attack, 
although it was not disclosed 
if they belonged to any 
group. 

Concrete barriers have 
been placed outside the 
British and U.S. embassies 
in Riyadh since the Riyadh 
blast. U.S. and British citi- 
zens have also been advised 
to take precautions. 

Mr. Rifkind said he had 
discussed “very briefly” the 
case of leading Saudi oppo- 
sition figure Mohammad Al 
Masaari who lives in Britain, 
although be added: “It is 
clearly agreed it is irrelevant 
to our relations.” 

The British government 
has tried several times to 
expel Mr. Masaari, as his 
opposition to the Saudi lead- 
ership has soured Anglo- 
Saudi ties. The Home Office 
argued that his presence was 
endangering huge arms con- 
tracts with Saudi Arabia. 

However, Mr. Masaari 
took Ms case to the courts 
and in April won a four-year 
reprieveL 

On Thursday Mr. Masaari, 
who heads the Committee 
for the Defence of Legiti- 
mate Rights which is banned 
in Saudi Arabia, told BBC 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli PM: Madrid does 
not include ‘land-for-peace’ 



CHILDREN'S CONGRESS: Her Majesty Queen Noor greets Arab children Monday night at the opening cere- 
mony of the 16th annual Arab Children’s Congress (See related story on page 3) (Photo by George Crystal) 


Netanyahu: No separation from Palestinians 


Israeli army urges relaxation of blockade 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Tuesday that his policy 
would not -be to separate 
the Palestinians from Israel 
as was advocated by the 
previous government. 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking 
to Israel’s Foreign Press 
Association, said he would 
prefer to keep relations 
between the two peoples as 
open as possible. 

He declined, however, to 
say when he would take 
steps to lift the four-month 
closure that has kept tens 
of thousands of Palestini- 
ans from work inside Israel 

Mr. Netanyahu also said 
he planned to visit Egypt 
and Jordan after his visit 
next week to the United 
States, but did not give 
dates. 

Meanwhile, Israeli army 
officials have called for an 
easing of the crippling 
four-month-old closure of 
the Palestinian territories 
to avoid an explosion of 
anger there, a military 
source said Tuesday. 

Senior officers asked 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai to double the 


number of Palestinian 
workers allowed into Israel 
to work in order to ease the 
disastrous effect of the clo- 
sure on the Palestinian 
economy. 

The new right-wing gov- 
ernment is to discuss the 
army proposal this week, 
Israel Radio reported. 

However, police are 
reluctant to recommend a 
relaxation of the closure, 
which was imposed in Feb- 
ruary at the start of a wave 
of Islamic suicide bomb- 
ings in Israel which killed 
58 people. 

“It’s natural that the army 
should be mainly con- 
cerned with the situation in 
die territories which could 
become explosive, whereas 
for the police the security 
of Israelis comes before 
everything else,” Internal 
Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani told the radio. 

Tn the absence of a final 
settlement with the Pales- 
tinians, I expect a new 
wave of attacks" by Pales- 
tinian militants, Mr. Kaha- 
lani said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
slightly eased the total clo- 
sure of the territories since 


he was elected premier on 
May 29, to allowing 
27,000 Palestinians into 
Israel every day. 

Generals Uzi Dayan and 
Schlomo Yanai, comman- 
ders of Israel's central and 
southern regions, and the 
head of the Shin Bet inter- 
nal security service. Ami 
Ayalon, have asked that the 
number of Palestinian 
work permits be upped to 
70,000, military sources 
said. 

That would bring the 
number of permits back to 
its pre-February leveL 
However, restrictions on 
those allowed into Israel 
would remain. 

Only married men aged 
over 25 would be eligible 
for the permits as they are 
considered less likely to be 
recruited by Islamic funda- 
mentalist groups as suicide 
bombers. 

The Israeli authorities 
initially saw (he blockade 
both as a means to defend 
against attacks and to pres- 
sure the Palestinians to 
take action 'themselves 
against Isl ami c militan ts. 
Since March 4 there have 
been no large bomb attacks 


in the Jewish state. 

However, security offi- 
cers now fear the anger 
caused _by .the closure 
could backfire, while Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
see its relaxation as a 
goodwill gesture to the 
Palestinians that would 
require no political conces- 
sions. 

Palestinians say they 
have lost $300 million in 
earnings since restrictions 
on entry into Israel were 
first imposed two years 
ago. 

Unemployment also 
jumped 10 points last year 
to reach 39.2 per cent in 
the Gaza Strip and 24.3 per 
cent in the West Bank, 
according to the Palestin- 
ian statistics agency. 

An advisor to Mr. 
Netanyahu, Gideon Ezra, 
Monday recommended 
lifting completely the clo- 
sure. 

Arguing that the block- 
ade was not an effective 
security measure, Mr. Ezra 
sai± T think the Arabs in 
Gaza and the West Bank 
should have access to their 
source of income.” 


Erbakan warms towards U.S. 


Abu 

Marzouk 

denounces 

Saudi 

bombing 

CAIRO (AFP) — A top 
Hamas official jailed in the 
United States on Tuesday 
condemned the bombing of 
a U.S. military base in 
Saudi Arabia which killed 
19 soldiers, in an interview 
with the Arab daily Al 
HayaL 

Musa Abu Marzuk, the 
head of Hamas' political 
bureau, distanced the hard- 
line Palestinian movement 
from the June 25 Khobar 
bombing, saying it was “a 
politically desperate act of 
violence" 

Speaking from his New 
York prison, Mr. Abu 
Marzuk said Hamas was 
“prepared to cooperate 
with the Saudi authorities 
to trace the Khobar 
bombers.” but added that it 
was unlikely the movement 
could be of real help. 

(Continued on page 7) 


ANKARA (Agencies — 
Turkey’s new Islamist 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan pledged Tuesday 
to boost cooperation with 
the United States, giving 
another signal of brushing 
aside his previous hardline 
and anti-Western rhetoric. 

In his first diplomatic 
talks with a foreign delega- 
tion since he took office 
last Friday, Mr. Erbakan 
met visiting U.S. Under- 
secretary for Political 
Affairs at the State Depart- 
ment Peter Tamoff and a 
senior Pentagon official. 

“Prime Minister Erbakan 
told the meeting that he 
would work hard to further 
improve the Turkish- 
American friendship and 
cooperation,” the premier’s 
spokesman Abdullah Gul 
said after the talks. 

Mr. Gul said Mr. Erbakan 
had also expressed 
Turkey’s concerns regard- 
ing a U.S.-led multination- 
al force based in Turkey 
and designed to protect the 
Kurds of northern Iraq 
from potential threats by 
Baghdad. 

Operation Provide Com- 
fort was created in 1991 in 
the wake of the Gulf war. It 


now consists of an air wing 
based in southern Turkey 
and a military coordination 
centre in Zakho in northern 
Iraq. 

Turkey, which spear- 
headed the creation of 
Operation Provide Com- 
fort ai the time, now com- 
plains that the force has 
been acting beyond 
Ankara’s control. Nation- 
alist circles even claim thai 
the force assists separatist 
Turkish Kurds based in 
northern Iraq. 

Turkey has asked the 
other participants of the 
force — the United States, 
France and Britain — to 
accept changes to the 
force’s command structure, 
but talks have so far given 
no results. 

“The prime minister 
mentioned Turkey’s con- 
cerns on Provide Comfort 
and has also asked tire 
removal of the military 
coordination centre from 
northern Iraq," Mr. Gul 
said. 

“Our mutual cooperation 
should not encourage ter- 
rorist activities but prevent 
them," Mr. Erbakan told 
Mr. Tamoff and Jan Lodal, 
principal deputy undersec- 


retary of defence for poli- 
cy. 

Mr. Erbakan asked that 
the mission's military 
coordination unit inside 
Iraq be transferred to 
Turkey, according to a 
statement to reporters. 

The Ll.S. administration 
sees the unit as essentia] 
for coordinating the work 
of some 30 organisations 
providing humanitarian aid 
to Iraqi Kurds. 

Mr. Erbakan said he 
would consult with the 
Turkish military leaders, 
who generally support the 
task force. 

“We are working actively 
so that it is possible for the 
Turkish parliament to 
renew the mandate of the 
force on terms acceptable 
both to Turkey and the 
U.S.,” Mr. Tamoff told 
reporters. 

Mr. Erbakan also told the 
visiting U.S. officials that a 
U.N. refugee camp, 
Atrasb, in northern Iraq 
had become a Kurdish 
guerrilla base and “must be 
closed” The United 
Nations has denied the 
allegations. 
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Fragile Turkish coalition faces 
knife-edge confidence vote 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
fragile coalition between 
pro- Islamic and center- 
right parlies in Turkey faces 
a” knife-edge confidence 
vote next Monday with a 
small nationalist party in a 
position to tip the scales. 
Former Premier Tansu 
Ciller has seen her conserv- 
ative True Path Party 
wracked with dissent since 
forming an alliance last 
week with the pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party, a move 
many believe she made to 
dodce corruption charges 
its leader had brought 
against her. 

“The unconventional 
match, which made Welfare 
Party leader Necmettin 
Erbakan the new prime 
minister, also raised ques- 
tions over the future of sec- 
ularism and pro- Western 
policies on which modem 
Turkey was founded in 
1923.’ 

Seven True Path deputies 
have resigned so far. and 
about 20 have said they will 
den\ a vote of confidence 
to the new coalition. The 
latest to resign was Edip 
Safdcr Gnydaii, who low- 
ered the coalition majority 
to nine seats when he left 
his party on Monday. 

The result next week may 
therefore hang on a few 
votes from one of the small- 
est parties in parliament. 
The Islamic nationalist 
BBP has only seven 


deputies, but may tip the 
balance if it supports Mr. 
Erbakan. 

But BBP leader Muhsin 
Yazicioglu, is hesitating, 
despite "promising his sup- 
port to the Welfare Party 
when Mr. .Erbakan began 
his bid for a coalition. 

Mr. Yazicioglu disap- 
proves of the alliance 
because it will apparently 
result in dropping the par- 
liamentary inquiry the Wel- 
fare Party began in June 
against Ms. Ciller, accusing 
her of “irregularities and 
corruption” when she was 
prime minister between 
June. 1993 and March, 
1996. 

Newspapers here have 
reported that Mr. Yazicioglu 
turned down Mr. Erbakan’s 
offer of a ministerial post 

To obtain a confidence 
vote in parliament, which 
has a total of 550 seats, the 
coalition needs an absolute 
majority from the deputies 
present that day. 

The opposition can count 
on at least 258 votes, 
including the Motherland 
Party with 131 seats, the 
Democratic Left with 75 
seats, the Republican Peo- 
ple’s Party with 49 seats 
and three other deputies. 

The Welfare Party, the 
largest in parliament, has 
158 deputies. But one of 
them is hospitalised in the 
United States offer a car 
accident, which lowers the 


number to 157 unless the 
party brings him back for 
the vote. 

Among the True Path 
deputies who have said they 
will not support the coali- 
tion are such heavyweights 
as outgoing Foreign Minis- 
ter Erare Gonensay and for- 
mer parliamentary speaker 
Ismet Sezgin. The question 
is whether they will vote 
against the alliance or be 
absent that day. 

If 13 True Path deputies 
vote against the coalition, 
the two sides will have an 
equal number of seats — 
leaving the determining 
votes to the BBP. 

This party, which split 
from the far-right National- 
ist Action Pany, entered 
parliament thanks to an 
electoral accord with the 
Motherland Party of Mesut 
Yilniaz which waived the 
requirement that a party 
must have at least 10 per 
cent of votes to hold seats. 

Following the December 
vote in which the Welfare 
Party obtained the most 
seats but fell short of an 
absolute majority, a coali- 
tion between the centre- 
right True Path and Mother- 
land parties seemed the 
most likely solution. 

But deep-seated rivalry 
between Ms. Ciller and Mr. 
Yilmaz made that unwork- 
able and led to tbe True 
Path's alliance with the 
Welfare Party. 


U.S. offers 
$2 million 
reward in 
Dhahran 
bombing 

WASHINGTON iR) — The 
United States on Tuesday 
offered a $2 million reward 
for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of those 
responsible for the fatal truck 
bombing at Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia. 

Slate Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
announced the U.S. reward at 
a briefing, noting that this 
would be added to the S3 mil- 
lion reward already offered by 
the Saudi government. 

•'There will be no rest for 
those who shed Ameriean 
Wood and the cowards who 
committed this act had better 
sleep with one eye open." Mr. 
Bums said at a briefing. “We 
will hunt them down and we 
will he found and we will 
punish them.” 

He stid information about 
the U.S. reward would be 
available through U.S. 
embassies and consulates, on 
the Internet and through 
"Wanted” poster* and match- 
hvks. which were stiff being 
developed. 


Extremist rabbi gets 
early release from jail 

TEL AVIV <AFP> — Extreme right-wing Rabbi 
Moshe Levin ger was released from jail on Tuesday 
alter serving two-thirds of a sentence for anti-Arab 
attacks and public order offences, Israeli police said: 
The militant rabbi from Hebron oik the West Bank 
was jailed for seven months earlier this year. 

“The release of a prisoner after two thirds of his 
sentence is in line with prison regulations for. .good 
behaviour,’' police spokesman Eric Bar Chen said. 

“These regulations must apply to all prisoners, 
without taking into consideration the {act that this is 
someone with a controversial ideology,” he added. 

Levin ger still has more than 10 complaints pending 
against him . 
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Egyptian minister 
pours cold water 
on ‘exciting’ gum 


DAVID BOWIE SPEAKS TO REPORTES IN TEL AVIV: British pop singer David 
Bowie speaking to reporters at Tel Aviv airport Thesday, as he arrived on a private 
flight from Athens for a concert in Israel. Bowie, on his first-ever visit to tbe Jew- 
ish state, said be always wanted to give a concert in Israel (Reuters photo) 


European aid to Palestinians 
on sale in Tel Aviv shops 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Food 
aid sent by the European 
Union to the Palestinians is 
finding its way onto the 
shelves of Tel Aviv shops at 
knock-down prices, EU 
officials complained Tues- 
day. 

“We have known for a 
long time that some of the 
humanitarian aid to the 
self-rule areas of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is 
diverted to Israel for illegal 
profit,” David Chris, EU 
representative in Tel Aviv, 
told AFP. 

“It is a serious problem 
which keeps cropping up 
and which we unfortunately 
have no power over, 
because the products do not 
come from Israel and are 
channelled by UNRWA,” 
the U.N. agency for Pales- 
tinian refugees. Mr. Chris 
said. 

Jeff Healy, the EU repre- 
sentative in Jerusalem, said 
the problem was so wide- 
spread that the Europeans 
are considering halting aid 
shipments to the territories 
and trying out food stamps 
instead. 

Products such as tins of 
sardines, powdered milk 
and corned beef stamped 


with the EU insignia are 
openly on sale in groceries 
in Tel Aviv’s Aliyah Street 
and Levinsky Market, but 
traders are less open about 
where they came from. 

They talk of a big Israeli 
wholesaler running the 
operation in tandem with 
West Bank Palestinians. 

“Apparently, the goods 
are crossing Israeli army 
checkpoints without any 
problem because soldiers 
are only interested in carry- 
ing out security checks,” 
one Tel Aviv merchant said, 
asking not to be named. 

The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip have been sealed off 
from Israel since February 
at toe start of a wave of 
Islamic suicide attacks, but 
lorries transporting goods 
are allowed to cross 
between the territories and 
the Jewish state. 

A spokesman for Israel’s 
trade and industry ministry 
said Tuesday: "This is a 
serious subject and we are 
studying it." 

Palestinians denied any 
part in toe traffic of goods 
and instead pointed the fin- 
ger at Israelis. 

The director general of 
the Palestinian agriculture 


ministry. Mahmoud Abu 
Samrah, blamed “unscru- 
pulous traders who buy 
goods from aid shipments 
directly at toe Israeli port of 
Ashdod before it ever 
reaches the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 

‘It’s also possible that 
Jewish settlers in the Gaza 
Strip are behind this stag- 
gering traffic because they 
are the only ones who can 
come and go without being 
checked,” Mr. Abu Samrah 
told AFP. 

Deputy Palestinian agri- 
culture minister. Ata Abu 
Karesh. said: “It is crazy 
that we would purchase 
meat and milk in Israel and 
smuggle away humanitari- 
an aid.” 

The bi-weekly Jerusalem 
Report said several months 
ago. however, that senior 
officials in Yasser Arafat’s 
self-rule authority hod 
received generous-backhan- 
ders by signing exclusive 
contracts with large Israeli 
companies at toe expense 
of small Palestinian mer- 
chants for the sale of milk 
products, meat, fuel and 
cement. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Health Minister Ismail Sal- 
lam poured cold water on 
rumours sweeping toe 
country that a brand of 
chewing gum could drive 
young girls into a sexual 
frenzy, the A1 Akhbar daily 
reported Tuesday. 

Not so. the minister said, 
adding pointedly that toe 
opposite was more likely to 
be toe case. 

The minister told toe 
daily that analysis of toe 
chewing gum had shown it 
contained a small amount 
of a chemical generally 
used to treat schizophrenic 
patients, and which low- 
ered sex drive in both men 
and women. 

Last month, a deputy 
from Dakahlia in toe Nile 
Delta region told parlia- 
ment: “As soon as a girl 
chews this gum, she goes 


into a sexual frenzy and 
loses all control.” The 
deputy, Fatoi Mansur, said 
toe gum was partly to 
blame for 15 sexual attacks 
recorded in a university in 
toe Nile Delta. ‘‘In some 
cases, toe girls committed 
tbe attacks” after chewing 
toe offending gum, be said. 

The legislator said the g, 
gum was smuggled into ' 
Egypt from Israel. "We 
have to dismantle toe net- 
work bringing in the gum 
because it is a means of 
destroying Egyptian 
youth.” 

The case of tbe Euphro- 
disiac gum has taken Egypt 
by storm in toe past month, 
with newspapers reporting 
doctors’ clashing opinions, 
some saying it did indeed 
have an exciting effect, oth- 
ers protesting that there was 
□o scientific basis for toe 



U.S. to hold July 4 parties in Gulf capitals despite bomb 


RIYADH (R) — U.S. 

embassies in the Gulf are 
warning their citizens to keep a 
low profile but will hold July 4 
independence day receptions 
despite last week's bomb that 
killed 19 Americans in Saudi 
Arabia, officials said on Tues- 
day. 

The U.S. embassy in Riyadh 
said: “We will hold normal 
Fourth of July receptions 
throughout the kingdom.” but 
the spokesman refused to say 
exactly when they would be 
held. "[ do not comment on 
security.” he added. 


Security around U.S. mili- 
tary and other sites throughout 
the oil region has been stepped 
up since the June 25 attack on 
a military residential complex 
in Dhahran. Saudi Arabia. 

There are about 35,000 
Americans and 5.000 U.S. ser- 
vicemen in Saudi Arabia, the 
largest concentration of U.S. 
citizens in the Gulf. 

The U.S. Navy will mark 
July 4 in Bahrain, administra- 
tive headquarters for the U.S. 
Fifth Fleet which patrols Gulf 
waters to enforce United 
Nations sanctions against Iraq. 


The U.S. aircraft carrier Carl 
Vinson entered the Gulf on 
Monday along with its five- 
vessel battle group with some 
8.700 people on board, bring- 
ing the total of navy personnel 
in the region to 12,000. There 
are about 20.000 U.S. service- 
men in the region. 

In Kuwait and Qatar. U.S. 
embassy officials said there 
were no plans to change annu- 
al celebrations on July 4. 

But Americans in Kuwait 
said their embassy had advised 
them to remain alert and 
review personal security. 


Almost 400 people were 
wounded in last Tuesday's 
attack in eastern Saudi Arabia 
Five Americans and two Indi- 
ans were killed in November 
in an attack on a U.S.-run mil- 
itary training centre in Riyadh. 

People who said they repre- 
sented obscure groups have 
claimed responsibility for the 
attacks and demanded that 
U.S. troops leave. 

But U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry vowed in Saudi 
Arabia last weekend (hat the 
bombers would be punished 
and said: ‘This attack will not 


drive us away. To give in 
would be to betray the brave 
airmen wbo died in Dhahran 
and their families .” 

In Qatar, an embassy official 
said: “Usually we have low- 
key celebrations every year. 
This year, it will be the same. 
Nothing is cancelled because 
of Dhahran.” 

There are around 2.000 
Americans, including military 
personnel and oil industry 
executives in Qatar where the 
United States has two ware- 
houses to store military hard- 
ware. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Amir : Jailors trying to drive me crazy 

BEERSHEBA, Israel (AFP) — Yigal Amir, the convicted 
killer of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, has accused 
his jailors of tormenting him with a petty harassment cam- 
paign, state radio reported Tuesday. “My jailors are trying to 
make me lose ray mind.” Mr. Amir said in a complaint about 
his conditions to Israel’s supreme court. The Jewish far-right 
radical, who shot and killed Rabin after a Tel Aviv peace rally 
on November 4, said prison officers were blocking his letters 
and filming his meetings with his lawyer. Mr. Amir also 
asked for tbe internal security service Shin Bet committee 
which considers his complaints to be replaced, his prayer 
book to be returned and a computer to be provided. Mr. Amir 
was sentenced to life imprisonment for Rabin’s murder and 
is being held in solitary confinement in a jail in the desert 
town of Beersheba. but is still regularly making his voice 
heard. Ten days ago be was banned from receiving visitors 
for two months after he broke the surveillance camera in his 
cell. Jailors confiscated his prayer book after be wrote mes- 
sages in it for his brother Hagai, who is being detained pend- 
ing trial on conspiracy charges. 

Five dead in Turkish prison fight 

ANKARA (R) — Five prisoners have been killed in a fight 
at a jail in western Turkey, Anatolian news agency said on 
Tuesday. It said the dead, stabbed on Monday night, had been 
convicted of robbery offences. Two other prisoners were 
wounded in the incident at Usak jail near the Aegean coastal 
city of Izmir. Anatolian said. The agency said the reason for 
the fight was unclear. More than 1,500 far-left and Kurdish 
militant prisoners have been on hunger strikes in jails 
throughout Tbrkey since May. 

Ship with 3 dead sailors tries to dock 

DUBAI (R) — A tanker carrying the bodies of two Filipino 
sailors and a Romanian who died in Gulf waters on Saturday 
was still trying to dock in tbe Gulf Arab emirate of Dubai on 
Tuesday, Dubai shipping sources said. Two Filipino sailors 
were killed when their lifeboat failed in an attempt to rescue 
the crew of a fire-stricken cargo ship. The engine fire on toe 
Romanian-registered Nicoresti killed its Romanian chief 
engineer, shipping sources said. A search for two Polish 
crewmen who served with the two Filipinos on the Japanese- 
flagged gas tanker Co-Op Sunrise and took part in toe failed 
rescue attempt was continuing, a Polish embassy official in 
Abu Dhabi said. The embassy named toe missing men as 
Jaroslaw Andrzejewski and Lefzek Jarosz. “The agents are 
trying to negotiate with toe Dubai immigration authorities to 
take toe Co-Op Sunrise into Port Rashid in Dubai,” a ship- 
ping source in Dubai said. ‘They are worried about the con- 
dition of the corpses." 
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CHURCHES 
St. Mary of Nazareth 
Church Swcifieh. Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of Cod Church 

| Tel. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 6245*4) 
: Church of the Annunciation 

; Tel M744M. 

' Df la Salic Church Tel. 

fioi”" 7 . 

Term Sancta Church Tel. 62236h 
Anglican Church Td. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Td. “7 1 33 1, 

■ Armenian Orthodox Church 

Td. 77S2M. 

SL Ephraim Church Id. 771751 . 
Amman International 


Church Tel. 652526 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Td. 82432S. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Td. S45457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Td. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 8 1 1 295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 

A heat wave lasting two days 
will affect the Kingdom, so it 
will be hot. dry , and dusty with 
w inds northeasterly to easterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 2I/3S 

Aqaba 26/41 

Deserts 20/40 

Jordun Valley 25/41 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 3S Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 22 per 
cent. Aqaba 36 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

numbers 

NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Khaldoun Kloub 816715 
Dr. Issam AJ Asmar 890504 

Dr. Nidal Al As’ad 751672 

Dr. Osamah Al Husseini 
847289 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy ...778336 
Al Asema pharmaev 
..637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

..623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBED: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmaev ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shahin 995 i 70 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
66111 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

fire Brigade 

6I7I01 

Blood Bank 77512 1 

Highway Police 

S43402 

TVaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 

661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 

897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

— 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Reparis 

623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6SQ100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664 1 64/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, .775111/26 

Army, Marka 

891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 

674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

(09)986732 

Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBED: 


AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Jordanian 


(RJ) 


Royal 
Flights 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55 Lamaca (RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ> 

15:45 New- York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

18:00 Paris (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:30 Madrid, Aqaba (RJ) 

19:00 ...Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 
19:00 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 
19:10 ...Frankfurt, Vienna (RJt 


13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:30 Tunis (TU) 

16:20 Algiers (AH) 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

20:40 London, Beirut (BA) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:35 .. Lamaca (CY) 

23:20 Amsterdam (KL; 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
19:45 ..Tel Aviv tQAlA) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 

03:30 Doha (RJ) 

05:00 Madrid (RJ) 

06:00 Lamaca (RJ) 

08:00 Madrid (RJt 

U:25 Rome (RJ) 

11:40 Berlin, London (RJ» 

11:45 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 ..Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 
12:45 Istanbul t RJ ) 


14:15 Abu Dhabi. Karachi 
(PK) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

14:30 Doha. Muscat (GF) 

15:30 Tunis (TU) 

17:20 Shariqah (AH) 

20:00 Dubai (EK) 

23:30 Lamaca (CY) 

00:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

07:45 ...-Beirut, London (BA) 
Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (QAIA) (RW) 

MARK ET PRI CE S 

UpperAmver price ui fib per kg. 


53200 

Princess Basma 

Hospital 

19:15 . 


20:45 



(02)275555 


19:25. 

Rome (RJ) 

21:10 


HOSPITALS 

Greek Catholic 

Hospital 

00:30 . 

.Beirut (RJ) 

21:10 


AMMAN: 

(02)272275 


01:10. 


21:20 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Hussein Medical Centre 

Ibn Al Nafees 

Hospital 

02:20. 

Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

21:30 Calcutta. Bongkok (RJ) 

813813/32 

(02)247100 


04:25 

Singapore, Kuala 

23:45 


KhaUdi Maternity, 644281/6 

AQABA: 


Lumpur (RJ) 

01:15 


Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 

Princess Haya 

Hospital 



Other Flights 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

(03)314111 


Other Flights 

04:00 


642362 



12:00. 

Sanaa (TY) 

08:45 


Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

12:15. 


09:15 

London (BA) 

Palestine, Shraeisani 

QUEEN ALIA 

13:00 

Karachi. Abu Dhabi 

13:00 


607071 

INTERNATIONAL 

(PK) 


13:45 



Apricot 

Apple., 

750/500 

......700/500 


600/600 

Banana (Imported) 

.......880/660 

130/80 

Carrot 

140/80 


Tm/240 

Cucumber (small) . 
Eggplant 

190/120 

720/150 


650/400 


800/500 

Manow flarge).^_. 

Marrow (small) 

Mulukhiah 

150/100 

250/160 

120/70 

.. .130/80 


850/600 

Orange 

Pea... 

„„„40Q/300 
.500/350 

Peach .... 

600/400 

Pepper toot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

PnraiQ.... 

...„,340G20 

400/280 

.290/180 

String R«wi 

450/300 

Sweet melon 

„30a/2Q0 


...130/60 

Water melon 

130/80 
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SIN BRIEF 


tr % in. 


HRH Princess Basina Tuesday chairs a meeting of the National On 

Women’s Affairs to discuss proposed amendments to the citizenship, passports and 
dvfl status laws aimed at eliminating any form of discrimination against women 
(Petra Photo) 


National women’s panel discusses 
amendments to ‘discriminatory’ laws 
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AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
princess Basma Tuesday 
chaired a meeting of the 
National Committee on 
Women’s Affairs, dedicated 
to discussing proposed 
amendments to the citizen- 
ship, passports and civil 
status laws aime d at elimi- 
nating any form of discrim- 
ination against women. 

Princess Basma thanked 
the chairman and members 
of the legal committee in 
charge of examining the 
proposed amendments for 
their efforts in reviewing 
the laws and preparing the 
best formulas to abolish 
discriminatory elements in 
these laws. 

Committee Chairman 
Abdul Karim Dughmi, who 
is also minister of justice, 
reviewed the proposed 


amendments to the civil 
status, citizenship, pass- 
ports, marriage and divorce 
related laws, in addition to 
other issues affecting 
women's daily lives. 

Mr. Dughmi said the 
amendments will be pre- 
sented to the Cabinet for 
review and the legal 
process required to endorse 
them. 

The committee also 
reviewed the actions taken 
thus far to implement the 
recommendations and reso- 
lutions made at the Fourth 
World Conference on 
Women held in Beijing last 
September. 

Later, the coordinating 
committee of the non-gov- 
ernmental organisations 
(NGOs) who act in affilia- 
tion with the National 


Committee on Women's 
Affairs, joined the meeting 
and presented several pro- 
posals on the Election Law. 

The meeting was attended 
by Ministers of Planning 
Rima Khalaf-Huneidi, 
Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Hammad Abu 
Jamous, the secretaries 
general of the ministries of 
Labour, Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment, and Interior, in 
. addition to Executive 
Director of Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation Ibrahim 
Badran, Princess Basina's 
advisor for Women's 
Affairs Shadia Nuseir, and 
representatives of various 
women’s organisations in 
the country. 
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A! KW h in Petra (photo by Tareq Sha’er) 

Petra records 16,500 visitors in 
June; revenues reach JD 276,400 


* * 


PETRA (Petra) — Figures 
Tor June show that 16,500 
people (Jordanians and 
foreign nationals) visited 
the ancient city of Petra 
earning the state treasury 
JD 276,400 in entry fees, 
said Archaeological 
Department Office Direc- 
tor at Petra Suleiman 
Farajat 

Mr. Farajat said the site 
was visited by 218,297 
people in the fust six 
months of 1996 earning 
the country nearly JD 4* 
million. Visitors to tbe 
national heritage site in 
1995 numbered 189 J75; 
fees earned during that 
year amounted to JD 1.991 


million. 

Mr. Farajat said Petra is 
attracting greater numbers 
of visitors by the day, not 
only from abroad and 
neighbouring countries, 
but many more Jordanians 
are travelling to the area. 

According to Mr. Fara- 
jat, most of the foreign 
visitors spend one to three 
nights a i the hotels in the 
Petra region. 

He said be hoped that 
the coming months will 
■ bring even more increases 
in the numbers of visitors, 
pointing out that the Wadi 
Mousa region winch 
includes Petra has 1500 
hotel rooms. 


Last month Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Saleh Irsheidat said Petra 
and its surrounding areas 
will next year witness 
major infrastructure and 
services projects designed 
to provide better facilities 
for the growing number of 
visitors. 

He said a Japanese team 
‘of specialists has complet- 
ed a study which pointed 
to the lack of insfrastruc- 
ture services at the tourists 
sites, adding that Jordan 
needs to improve such 
services if it is to have a 
larger share of the com- 
petitive international 
tourism market. 


Prosecutors present evidence 
in subversion trial 

Defence prepares to 
present argument 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prosecutors at 
the State Security Court 
Tuesday presented evi- 
dence at the trial of two 
men accused of plotting to 
carry out acts of sabotage 
and summed up their case 
opening the way few: the 
defence to begin its argu- 
ment 

Salem Abdullah Jaradai 
and Ahmad Qassem, both 
22, are charged with plot- 
ting to cany out extremist 
attacks, manufacturing and 
possession of illegal arms 
and hand-made explosives. 

The defendants are cur- 
rently also being tried at the 
Amman Criminal Court on 
charges of shooting and 
wounding tbe former sec- 
ond secretary at the French 
embassy, Gilles Heine who 
was visiting a scenic area in 
Wadi Mujib with his wife. 

Testifying for tbe prose- 
cution was Captain 
Mo hammad Kbalyleh of 
the Criminal Laboratory 
Department who told the 
court that he examined the 
bullet that struck Mr. Heine 
and said it came from a 9- 
calibre gun. The weapon 
seized from the defendants 
was a 7-calibre gun, be 
added. 

He said he retrieved three 
9-calibre spent shells and 
one old 7-calibre .spent 
shell from the crime scene. 

“The 7-calibre shell was 
old and rusty and was used 
a long time ago.” be told 
the courtroom. 

He also said that he found 
three beverage bottles filled 
with gasoline, three pipes 
filled with sulphur, two 9- 
volt batteries, one electrical 
switch and three light bulbs 
filled with sulphur. 

Explosives expert Capt. 
Ali Ensour told the court 
that the confiscated explo- 
sives are fatal because they 
are in good condition and 
can cause extensive injury 
or death to humans and 


damage to property. 

Capt Nayef Jaloudi told 
the milit ary tribunal that he 
saw the French diplomat 
struggling with a man who 
was holding a gun. 

“I asked the attacker to 
throw his gun, and when he 
did not comply with my 
orders I fired two bullets 
into the air to scare him. 
Then a second man lifted a 
bottle and threw it at me, 
but missed,” Capt. Jaloudi 
said. 

The police officer told tbe 
court that tbe top of the bot- 
tle was stuffed with a burn- 
ing rag and was filled, with 
gasoline (a Molotov cock- 
tail) “but it did not ignite.” 

He that after a 

short struggle with the two 
assailants, security officers 
were able to overcome 
them and make their 
arrests. 

State prosecutor Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Mahmoud 
Obeidat aske d the court to 
include tbe written testi- 
monies of the victims, 
which were read out in 
court Tuesday, in the trial 
record as “they could not 
appear to testify because 
they are out of the country.” 

Lieut CoL Obeidat also 
asked tbe court to include 
the testimonies of die two 
defendants in die record. 

Defence attorneys Saleh 
Armouti and Hikmat 
Rawasbdeb contested the 
prosecutor’s request claim- 
ing that their clients were 
interrogated under duress. 

The military tribunal, 
presided over by Colonel 
Yousef Faouri and includ- 
ing Judges Major Salem 
Saoudi and Lieut Col. Aref 
Suiof, rejected the 
defence's plea. 

The defence asked the 
court for time to prepare 
their witnesses in the case, 
adding that their clients 
want to testify in their own 
case. 

At . the end of the court 
session, Judge Faouri set 
Sept 8,40 start hearing the 


Children’s congress 
delegates visit RSS, 
Hay a Arts Centre 


AMMAN (Petra) — Young 
participants to the 16th 
Arab Children's Congress 
started their activities Tues- 
day with a visitto tbe Royal, 
Scientific Society (RSS) 
where they attended several 
workshops, toured tbe vari- 
ous departments of the 
society and listened to 
briefings on the work con- 
ducted at each, department 

RSS Vice President Said 
Alloush accompanied the 
children and noted that the 
RSS offers scientists and 
experts an opportunity to 
conduct resesarch and thus 
make progresses in devel- 
opment, especially in the 
industrial sectors of Jordan. 

The children later visited 
the Haya Arts Centre where 
they met its director, Nabih 
Riyal, who outlined the 20- 
year-old centre’s various 
activities and programmes 
for children. 

Tbe youngsters attended 
a workshop at the centre 
and presented Mr. Riyal 


and Dr. Alloush with token 
gifts of appreciation. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
opened tbe 16th Arab Chil- 
dren’s Congress at tbe 
Roman Amphitheatre Mon- 
day evening. The partici- 
pating children .from .10 
Arab countries watched a 
play entitled “Li Ajhli- 
hem,” a folklore 'musical 
performed by. the Jordan 
Aimed Forces Band. 

During the one-week of 
activities, tbe children are 
scheduled to visit schools 
as well as cultural and sci- 
entific institutions. 

Initiated by Queen Noor 
after tbe 1980 Arab s umm it 
in Amman, the Arab Chil- 
dren's Congress aims at 
bringing together children 
from around the Arab 
World to participate in a 
programme of cultural 
activities, discussions and 
to visit historical sites and 
development projects in 
Jordan. 
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Bishops meet to discuss 
Jerusalem issue 


AMMAN (Petra) — Bish- 
ops representing the Evan- 
gelical Episcopalian 
Churches in Asia opened a 
week-long meeting in 
Amman Tuesday to discuss 
tbe status of Jerusalem and 
related spiritual issues. 

Bishops from Jordan and 
19 other countries will dis- 
cuss tbe positive effect of 
tbe “religious awakening” 
among followers of all 
faiths, tbe importance of 
Jersualem to Jews, Mus- 
lims and Christians and the 
rights of monotheistic 
religons in the holy city, 
according to Archbishop 
Samir Qafeeti who is 
responsible for Evangelical 
Episcopalian activities in 
Jordan and the entire Mid- 
dle East 

Tbe archbishop said it is 
important that no single 
party among these three 
monotheistic religions be 
in sole control of the Holy 
City as die city will lose its 
sacred character under an , 
exclusive power. He 


stressed that Jerusalem 
should remain a symbol of 
equality and peaceful 
coexistence at all levels 
including sovereignty. 

He said that at the ' 
Amman meeting entitled, 
“Asia Region-Pre Lambeth 
Regional Conference,” and 
held to prepare for a world 
meeting of the churches in 
Lambeth, England, dele- 
gates will stress Christian 
unity, not as a front against 
any other religion, but as a 
force to strengthen the 
spiritual values of humani- 
ty. 

Archbiship Qafeeti said 
the meeting will reaffim 
the resolutions of the 1988 
Lambeth meeting that 
called for settling the 
Israeli -Palestinian conflict 
by allowing the Palestini- 
ans to set up their own 
independent state. 

Furthermore, the meeting 
will prepare a comprehen- 
sive report which will be 
submitted to the 1998 Lam- 
beth meeting which will be 


attended by all Anglican 
bishops in tbe wodd repre- 
senting 70 millio n people. 

The archbishop said that 
die Lambeth and Amman 
meetings will reassert the 
churches’ - -protection of 
human rights, reject all 
forms of racial or ethnic 
discrimination and extrem- 
ism, support tbe utilisation 
of technology for the bene- 
fit of humankind, and 
encourage the exploitation 
of natural wealth in tbe 
world to help reduce Third 
World countries’ debts. 

He said that the partici- 
pating bishops will submit 
working papers reflecting 
t tie “views' of their own 
churches noting that the 
meeting is attended by 
bishops from Jordan, 
Jerusalem, Lebanon, Syria, 
Pakistan, Iran, Sri Lanka, 
India, Egypt, T unisi a, 
Algeria, Libya, Somalia, 
Ethiopia, Iraq, tbe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait and 
Israel. 


Industrial projects to show at Sanaa fair 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
danian industrial products 
ranging from pharmaceuti- 
cals to home and office fur- 
niture will go on display 
during a week-long indus- 
trial fair in Sanaa, Yemen in 
September, according to an 
announcement by the Jor- 
dan Trade Associaton 
(JTA). 

The JTA is organising the 
fair in cooperation with tbe 
Jordan Exports Develop- 
ment and Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (JEDCO) 
and said it hopes that the 
event will help market Jor- 
dan’s products in Yemen 
md will give Jordanian 
businessmen an opportuni- 
ty to conclude track: deals 
with Yemeni merchants, 
according to the announce- 


ment. 

It said that the JTA will 
extend an invitation to the 
private sector companies 
and Yemeni officials to visit 
the fair planned fra: Sept 21 
through 27 in order to 
inspect Jordanian products. 

The statement said a large 
number of Jordanian busi- 
nesses and companies will 
take part, adding that 
Yemen constitutes a lucra- 
tive market for Jordanian 
products. 

According to tbe JTA, 
commodities such as medi- 
cines, agricultural equip- 
ment foodstuffs, stationery, 
school and sports require- 
ments, underwear, clothing, 
leather products, cosmetics, 
electrical appliances and 
furniture will be on display. 


The armoouncemeot 
came on the eve of a two- 
day meeting to start in 
Amman today by the High- 
er Jordanian- Yemeni Com- 
mittee, co chaired by the 
prime ministers of both 
countries. 

Yemeni Prime Minister 
Ali Abdullah Saleh is due 
here Wednesday at the head 
of a large delegation of 
ministers and other officials 
to take part in the meeting 
which will discuss boosting 
bilateral cooperation in 
trade exchanges, health, 
agriculture, fisheries, elec- 
tricity, other energy, min- 
ing, postal and telecom- 
mimciations services, edu- 
cation, culture, youth and 
sports. 
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Whitewater, ‘filegate’ cuts 

Clinton’s lead over Dole 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The Whitewater investi- 
gation and the widening 
scandal over the White 
House's access to FBI files 
have eroded President Bill 
Clinton's lead over his 
Republican rival Bob Dole, 
according to a Washington 
Post-ABC News poll. 

Mr. Clinton’s held a 54 to 
40 per cent lead over Sen. 
Dole in die June 27-30 poll, 
compared to a 22 per cent 
advantage in a similar sur- 
vey conducted in mid-May, 
the daily said Tuesday. 

However, the gap among 
people who said they would 
vote in the Nov. 5 presiden- 
tial elections was even an 
even narrower 10 percent- 
age points — 53 to 43 per 
cent in favour of Mr. 
Clinton, down from 23 
points in the mid-May sur- 
vey. 

The growing scandals 
involving the Clintons and 
the White House staff has 
also taken a toll in the pres- 
ident’s credibility, with 56 
per cent of those surveyed 
considering that the White 
House’s actions in “file- 
gale'* were “an intentional 
abuse of power.” 

The Whitewater investi- 
gation is also taking its toll, 
with those believing the 
president probably broke 
the law for the first time 
outnumbering those who 
thought he did not by 46 to 
44 per cent. 

In a similar survey in 
March, 48 per cent believed 
the president was not 
involved in any wrongdoing 
against 43 per cent who did. 

And for the first time in 
the Post-ABC poll, less than 
half of those surveyed (42 
per cent) believed the presi- 
dent was “mainly telling the 
truth” about Whitewater 
against 49 per cent who dis- 


agreed. 

First lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton has also taken a hit 
in die latest survey, with 
almost 60 per cent believing 
she was not telling the 
whole truth aboot White- 
water and 53 per cent sus- 
pecting she did something 
illegal. 

President Clinton’s ap- 
proval rating, paradoxically, 
continued to grow. For the 
first time in a year more 
Americans (51-45 per cent) 
approved of the way be was 
handling the U.S. economy, 
and 52 per cent approved 
his handling of foreign 
affairs. 

Interviewed by Cable 
News Network (CNN) on 
his campaign plane, Sen. 
Dole said he believed the 
- margin was too high and 
that the real gap was 
between eight and 10 per- 
centage points. 

Sen. Dole also told 
reporters in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, “we feel we are 
starting to close the gap 
here. It feels good 1 think 
the race is tightening with 
or without the FBI files.” 

Meanwhile the White 
House Monday stepped up 
its campaign to discredit a 
scandal book about 
President Bill Clinton and 
challenged Republican Bob 
Dole to disavow any link 
with it 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCuny called the 
book another example of a 
“non-stop smear campaign” 
by Republicans against Mr. 
Clinton and said Sen. Dole 
should disavow the book 
personally. 

“It would be a surprise to 
us if Senator Dole didn't 
indicate that the activity of 
one of his paid advisers 
with respect to this book is 
unacceptable. I assume he’ll 


do that and do it promptly,” 
Mr. McCuny told White 
House reporters. 

The Dole campaign has 
laughed off White House 
attempts to tie it to the new 
book by a former FBI agent 
once employed at the White 
House. The book includes 
an allegation of presidential 
philandering and reckless 
behaviour among other 
charges. 

Sen. Dole spokesman 
Nelson Warfield said the 
White House is “desperate 
for a distraction from the 
scandals that are haunting 
the Clinton administration.” 

He said the main problem 
with Mr. McCurry’s chal- 
lenge “is that no one on the 
Dole payroll is involved 
with tire Aldrich book.” 

Bitter campaign warfare 
erupted between the 
Democratic White House 
and the Republican chal- 
lenger over the weekend 
and sharpened on Monday 
when Mir. McCuny took 
aim at Craig Shirley, a con- 
servative publicist repre- 
senting Gary Aldrich and 
his book. Unlimited Access: 
An FBI Agent Inside The 
White House. 

Shirley has said he 
arranged a few radio inter- 
views for the Dole cam- 
paign during the Republican 
primary campaign. Sen. 
Dole’s spokesmen say Me. 
Shirley has no formal role 
in the campaign and suggest 
the former Kansas senator 
may not even know him. 

Mr. Shirley Monday de- 
nied he was a paid adviser 
to the Sen. Dole campaign, 
as Mr. McCorry has 
claimed. 

“Mike McCurry is a liar,” 
Mr. Shirley said, noting that 
documents filed with the 
Federal Election Commis- 
sion would prove that be 
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UJS. first lady HUlary Rodham Clinton shakes bands with people In Bucharest’s 
Revolution Square during her visit to Romania. Romania is tire first stop of the first 
lady’s ten-day Eastern European goodwill tour (Reuter photo) 

Hillary Clinton arrives in Poland 
on second leg of East Europe tour 

KRAKOW. Poland (Agencies) — U.S. first She will travel to Warsaw for an evening 
lady Hillary Clinton arrived here Tuesday meeting with Polish Jews, 
on the second leg of a seven-nation tour of On Wednesday Mrs. Clinton is due to 
Centra] and Eastern Europe. hold with tire Polish president, meet 

Mrs. Clinton, who left Romania earlier members of Poland’s feminist organisations 

SSSLIT JfrTS 1 !- h y oi°^ visit a hospital for sick children. 
Kwasmewska. wife of Polish President p vr__ rKntnn 
Alexander Kwasniewski. Earlier in Bucharest, Mis. Chnton spoke 

Her visit is aimed at demonstrating U.S. out ag ? m “ interference m 

support for new democracies in the region, * ^ nost mtmlate dec ' s, ° ns ” 

formally under Commnnist rule, her Whether we are talking about forced 
spokesman Neel Lattimore said. abortion in China or forced birth in 1989 

Mrs. Clinton is due to meet residents of Romania, the most intimate decisions of 
this ancient royal capital in southern Poland women should not be determined by gov- ' 
before paying homage later Tuesday io vie- emments.” Mrs. Clinton told a working ses- 
tims of the holocaust at the former Nazi sion with 14 non-governmental organisa- 
death camp at Auschwitz. lions. 


Final results in S. Africans Zulu 
region favour ANC’s rivals 


PIETERMARITZBURG. South Africa (R) 
— South Africa’s Zulu-nationalist Inkatha 
Freedom Party retained its position as the 
strongest political force in the volatile Zulu 
province in elections last week, officials 
said Tuesday. 

Final results for last Wednesday’s poll in 
Kwazulu-Natal. released six days after the 
election, showed Inkatha won 44 J percent 
of the vote compared to 33 per cent for 
President Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress, or ANC. 

Fighting between the ANC and Inkatha in 
the province has killed 14,000 people in a 
decade. 

The election leaves Inkatha in control of 
rural areas and the ANC dominant in the 
towns, including the sprawling city of 
Durban. 

Kwazulu-Natal was the last of the nine 


provinces to hold local elections to do away 
with the final tier of apartheid government. 

The vote for Inkatha, whose leader 
Mangosutbu Buthelezi is Mr. Mandela’s 
greatest political rival, was down from the 
50.3 per cent it won in the province in the 
country’s first all-race national elections in 
1994. 

Inkatha won control of the provincial 
assembly in 1994 but the ANC, whose 33 
per cent of the vote was fractionally up on 
1994, has an overwhelming national major- 
ity. 

Provincial Local Affairs Minister Peter 
Miller told a news conference that voter 
turnout was 44 per cent 

He said the whire-led National Party won 
13 per cent of the vote, compared to 1 1 per 
cent in 1994. 


was not on the Dole cam- 
paign payrolL 

The book has further 
frayed nerves at a White 
House already sweating out 
revelations that its security 
staff 1 obtained hundreds of 
FBI files on Republicans. 

The White House may 
have hoped its quick 
response would discredit 
the book, but publisher A1 
Regnery said White House 
officials were turning oat to 
be his “best advertisers.” 

Mr Regnery said the book 
had gone into its fourth 
printing after only four days 
on the market and was 
already sold out in 
Washington, New York and 
Los Angeles. 

He said Regnery press 
was standing by its author, 
despite questions about the 
sourcing of his allegations. 

In the book, Mr Aldrich 
suggests Mr. Clinton has 
sneaked out of the White 
House for a romantic tryst 
at a nearby hotel without his 
Secret Service bodyguard 
detail. 

The author also claims 
former White House aide 
William Kennedy told him 
Craig Livingstone had been 
hired as White House per- 
sonnel security director 
because “Hillary wants 
him.” 

Mr. Livingstone, who 
resigned last week, is being 
investigated for bis role in 
the improper obtaining of 
hundreds of sensitive FBI 
background files on 
Republicans. 

First lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton told reporters trav- 
elling with her on a tour of 
Eastern Europe that the 
book was “a politically 
inspired fabrication and I 
don’t think anyone should 
take it seriously.” 


12 Arizona 
militia 
members 
arrested in 
bomb plot 

PHOENIX (R) — After a 
six-month police probe, 12 
rightwing militia members 
trained to build bombs 
were arrested Monday and 
charged with conspiring to 
spark dvil disorder by 
blowing up government 
offices in die Phoenix area, 
U.S. officials said. 

More arrests were ex- 
pected Attorney General 
Janet Reno added. 

Police seized 400 pounds 
(180 kg) of ammonium 
nitrate and other bomb- 
malting components in one 
of three homes that were 
raided by police, and au- 
thorities said the so-called 
“Viper Militia” had a train- 
ing video explaining how 
to “collapse” buildings. 

The federal prosecutor 
for Arizona said there was 
no indication the plot was 
connected with last year’s 
deadly bombing of a feder- 
al building in Oklahoma 
City or the sabotage of a 
railroad track in Arizona 
last October. 

Janet Napolitano, U.S. 
Attorney for Arizona, told 
a news conference the 
group was suspected of 
plotting to bomb the Phoe- 
nix Police Headquarters, 
and buddings in the city 
housing the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service, and 
foe Immigration and Natu- 
ralisation Service. 

Also targeted were the 
Arizona National Guard, 
the Secret Service and the 
Federal ATF, she said. 

She said the 10 men and 
two women arrested Mon- 
day had apparently trained 
to build ammonium nitrate 
bombs and rockets. 

“The defendants’ conduct 
posed an extreme danger to 
public safety,” said Tho- 
mas Gerrity, acting special 
agent in charge of the 
Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, one 
of the federal agencies 
allegedly targeted. 



American actress Margaux Hemingway, the granddaughter of the late Nobel Prize- 
winning novelist Ernest Heming way was found dead inside her Santa Monica home. 
Margaux Hemingway is seen in this 1989 file photo as she poses for the photographers 
on the beach in Cannes at the Film Festival (Reuter photo) 

Actress Margaux Hemingway found 
dead apparently of natural causes 


SANTA MONICA, California (R) — On 
the eve of a tragic family anniversary, 
actress-model Margaux Hemingway, a 
granddaughter of legendary novelist Ernest 
Hemingway, was found dead in her home, 
apparently of natural causes, officials said 
Tuesday. 

The badly decomposed body of die 41- 
year-old Hemingway was discovered 
Monday in her modest studio apartment 
near the beach, said Santa Monica police 
spokesman Gary Gallinot. 

The coroner's office determined that 
Hemingway died from “apparent 'natural 
causes,” most likely related to her history of 
epilepsy, but a full autopsy will be needed 
before any final conclusions can be made, 
said spokesman Red Corral. 

Authorities said there were no signs of 
forced entry or foul play. “We have also 
eliminated suicide as a cause,” Mr. Corral 
said in releasing the coroner’s preliminary 
findings. 

Hemingway’s friends became worried 
earlier Monday that they had not beard 
freon her in days, and that led to the discov- 
ery of her body. It was “very decomposed” 
from tire heat, and investigators relied on 
dental records to make an identification, 
Mr. Gaffinot s&d. An autopsy was set for 
Wednesday. 

Hemingway, the older sister of 34-year- 
old actress Mariel Hemingway, had well- 
publicised battles against alcoholism and 
eating disorders. Friends said she had 
recently become depressed about her 
prospects for reviving her career. 

She was the daughter of Ernest 
Hemingway’s first son Jack, and her death 
comes almost 35 years to the day her Nobel 
Prize-winning grandfather was found dead 
from a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the 
head. 

His wife said be accidentally killed him- 
self while cleaning his shotgun in his 


Ketchum, Idaho, home on July 2, 1961, but 
some friends said he bad been despondent 
and likely committed suicide. 

Margaux Hemingway’s death continues a 
grim family legacy. Her famous grandfather 
— author of such classics as For Whom The 
Bell Tolls and A Farewell To Arms — bat- 
tled depression, alcoholism and nervous 
breakdown. His own father died by suicide. 

A neighbour, Peter Ostedimd, said he had 
seen the statuesque actress-model on the 
street Saturday night and “it looked like she 
was disturbed.” 

David Mirisch, Hemingway’s agent-man- 
ager, said his wife, a close friend of his 
client, told him she had been dying a lot 
lately. 

Friends had not seen her since Friday. 
They went to her building and had a labour- 
er c limb a ladder onto her second-floor bal- 
cony. She was found dead inside. 
Hemingway bad only recently moved to the 
apartment a block from the beach. 

The 6-foot-tall (1.8- metre- tall) Heming- 
way became one of the nation’s top super- 
models in the 1970s promoting a line of fra- 
grances made by Faberge. 

She made, her Hollywood debut with her 
younger sister, Marid, in the 1976 movie 
Lipstick. Though she was nearly seven 
years younger, Marie! was soon picked out 
as the better actress and went on to bigger 
roles in Manhattan, The Mean Season and 
Superman IV. 

Margaux Hemingway’s movie credits 
included Killer Fish, They Call Me Bruce?, 
Over The Brooklyn Bridge, Killing 
Machine, Inner Sanctum and Deadly 
Rivals, she most recently filmed a televi- 
sion show at the Sea World Marine Park in 
San Diego. 

She had a history of alcohol abuse and 
bulimia, and was treated at the Betty Ford 
Centre in southern California in the late 
1980s. Her two marriages ended in divorce. 


Sri Lankan rebels mount attacks 
amid calls for peace talks 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil Tiger guerrillas Tuesday 
demanded the withdrawal 
of government forces from 
their former bastion in 
northern Sri Lanka 'shortly 
after killing 33 troops. 

The rebel Liberatio n Ti - 
gers of Tamil Friam (LTTE) 
said die military must pull 
OUt of the Jaffna peninyiila, 
in the north of the country, 
ahead of any negotiations to 
resolve the separatist con- 
flict. 

An LTTE statement sent 
from its London office wel- 
comed a call by a human 
rights group and a pro-Tiger 
organisation in' Australia to 
reopen talks to end Sri 
Lanka’s war, which has 
claimed more than 50,000 
lives since 1972. 

The two groups said at a 
conference in Australia last 
week that Sri Lanka could 
not remain a unitary state, 
called for self-government 
by minority Tamils and 
demanded a ceasefire and 

talks under international 
mediation. 

“While we respect the 
desire of tiie conference that 
immediate negotiations 
must commence, the neces- 
sary conducive conditions 
must be created by the Sri 
Lankan government by 
withdrawing its troops from 
t he o ccupied areas," the 
LTTE statement said. 

Junior Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwatte said 
government forces will 
press ahead with their cam- 
paign against the Tigers 
until the entire minority 
Tamil community was ’lib- 
erated” from the clutches of 
the guerrillas. 

Nearly half a million 
Tamil civilians, just over* 
half the population of 
Jaffna, have returned borne 


as life in the region slowly 
returned to normal with 
security forces gaining con- 
trol thane for die first time in 
nearly 10 years. 

Gen. Ratwatte told an 
interviewer last week that 
there was no prospect of the 
government resuming nego- 
tiations with the LITE 
which pulled out of six 
months of talks with the 
government to resume their 
guerrilla war in April last 
year. 

“We will talk to Tigers 
only when we have tamed 
them,” Gen. Ratwatte said 
as security forces consoli- 
dated their hold on the 
peninsula of Jaffna, the 
main symbol of the Tigers’ 
separati st cam paign. 

The LTTE's new demand 
for a troop withdrawal from 
Jaffna came hours after 
rebels killed 33 soldiers in 
the north-eastern district of 
Trincomalee Monday and 
lost at least 35 of their own 
cadres. 

The LTTE's official or- 
gan, the “Viduthalai Puli- 
gaT or the Liberation Tiger, 
in its latest issue said that 
government forces were 
unable to control both the 
northern and eastern re- 
gions at the same time. 

The Tiger newspaper said 
Deputy Defence Minister 
Ratwatte, who was named a 
general by President Chan- 
drika Kumaratunga this 
year, and the government 
were beaded for a military 
disaster. 

“The strategy of Gen. 
Ratwatte is an old story. 
That is be expected that 
when the north (Jaffna) 
falls, the east will automati- 
cally fall, the north being 
the axle of the wheel of the 
struggle. 

“The new story is he is 


going to lose the east also, 
when be is unable to swal- 
low the north fully, even 
after using foil strength,” 
the Tigers said. 

However, a military 
spokesman here said Tues- 
day that the Tigers had 
stepped up sporadic hit- 
and-run attacks in a bid to 
blunt a fresh offensive 
against the rebels in the jun- 
gles of the eastern province. 

“They have the ability to 
hide behind a bush and take 
a pot shot at troops,” the 
spokesman said. “But they 
are unable to launch frontal 
attacks against military 
positions in the east." 

The military lacked suffi- 
cient strength to saturate 
both the north and the east 
at the same time but the 
recruitment of up to 20,000 
soldiers since late last year 
should ease the pressure on 
the army, the spokesman 
said. 

On Tuesday, Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas carried out a fresh 
attack against security 
forces in northeastern Sri 
Lanka, killing four soldiers 
for the loss of two of tiheir 
own men, officials said. 

LTTE gunmen attacked 
the army patrol in Thoppur 
in the district of Trinco- 
malee early Tuesday, trig- 
gering a brief firefight, offi- 
cials said. 

“Four soldiers were 
killed,” a local official in 
Trincomalee said by tele- 
phone. 

“The army has recovered 
the bodies of two Tigers to- 
gether with their weapons.” 


Indian MR to sue * 
state for killing of o ^ 
wolf 


NEW DELHI (AFP) —An 
Indian wildlife conserva- 
tionist plans to Sue tile gov- 
ernment over the kilKng of 

a wolf suspected of devour- 
ing children, newspapers 
said Tuesday. Maneka 
Gandhi, an MP, said she 
would move the conn 
action over the killing 0 f a 
young wolf by the police in 
the northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh Sunday, the Pio- 
neer and other dailies re- 
ported. The slain animal 

was a member of a pack 
which has spread terror . 
over three districts by raid- w 
ing isolated villages and 
carrying away 20 children, 
including babies, who have 
been killed. Mrs. Gandhi, 
however, alleged the chil- 
dren had been kidnapped 
by bandits and that the 
police were blaming 
wolves as they bad failed to 
track the real killers. “If the 
killings were being carried 
out by animals, then why 
did officials and rangers 
not find png marks ?” she 
asked at a news conference 
in Lucknow, the Uttar Pear 
desb capital. The authori- 
ties have launched a mas- 
sive operation in Pratap- 
garh, Tannp iir and Sultan- 
pur districts to hunt the 
killer wolves, deploying 
hundreds of police and for- 
est officials. Despite the 
crackdown, the wolves lift- 
ed a three year old boy 
from his house in Sajjanpur 
village before dawn Mon- 
day and killed him. Earlier, 
a 10-year-old boy in the 
village survived an attack. 
Mrs. Gandhi is a member 
of Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda’s Janata Dal 
(People's Party) from Uttar 
Pradesh. 

Cambodian police 
powerless to 
prevent exam 
cheats 

PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian police have 
been deployed .around 
Phnom Penh schools for 
animal exams this week in 
a bid to halt cheating, but 
they appeared powerless 
and unwilling to do so, wit- 
nesses said Tuesday. The 
exams for students aiming 
to win places in high , 
schools began Monday. 
Military police have sur- 
rounded schools and 
blocked off roads in a fruit- 
less effort to prevent cheat- 
ing by pup ils and family 
abettors. Photocopied crib 
sheets wefce openly on sale 
for 200 riel (eight U.S. 
cents) at a bookstore on the 
main Norodom Boulevard 
close to two schools, Chak 
tomuk and Phnom Daun 
Penh, where exams were 
taking place, witnesses 
said. Police and staff at 
Phnom Daun Penh school 
appeared powerless to stop 
family members climbing 
into the school over barbed 
wire fences and handing 
-crib sheets to students 
inside classrooms, witness- 
es said. Aid workers and 
diplomats say the cheating 
is prompted by the compe- 
tition for high school entry, 
seen as a stepping stone 
towards a better life in 
poverty-stricken Cambo- 
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BEUING <R) — China’s ^ 

capital Beijing urged its W u 
residents to arm them- 
selves with with pesticides \ 
for an all-out attack on -ij { m criti.^ f ,Te ? 
cockroaches, mosquitoes ^,..^nou t h,.^ vn to 
and flies, Xinhua News \ ^ by uu ^ 
Agency said Tuesday. “All 
urban neighbourhood and ^ ih e v . ^nich 
work units are urged to Fa C[l ‘^ Pl ^* :n ? 

conduct hygienic inspec- nyj and 

tions, and to distribute pes- Pr ° v :fic-^ ]Ti 
ticide,”. it sakL The fight ^ rfi 
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against cockroaches started 
in mid-June and would last 
until later this month, h 
said. The fight against flies 
and mosquitoes would last 
from from June 28 to Juty 
10, it said. 
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A picture released fey. Kashmiri militants on July 15, 1995 in Srinagar shows five Western hostages somewhere In 
India s Jammu and Kashmir state. One year after the hostages were kidnapped, foreign diplomats still keep vigil 
but do not know if the hostages are dead or alive. Hostages seated (left-right) Keith Mangan (U.K.), Drik Hasert 
(Germany), Hans Christian Ostroe (Norway), Paul Wells (U.K.) and Donald Hatchings (USA) (Renter photo) 

Kashmir hostage ordeal perplexes diplomats 


NEW DELHI (R) — One 
year after four Western 
tourists were kidnapped in 
Kashmir, foreign diplomats 
still keep vigil but do not 
know if the hostages are 
dead or alive. 

“It’s a real mystery. It’s 
very frustrating that we 
can’t come to the end of it.” 
a diplomat said 

“It could be either way. 
The evidence is contradic- 
tory. They may still be 
alive. They may also be 
dead” 

Foreign missions have 
had a near permanent pres- 
ence in Kashmir since 
American Donald Hut- 
chings and Britons Keith 
Mangan and Paul Wells 
were abducted by A1 Far an 
militants last July 4. 

The fourth hostage. 
German Dirk Hasert, was 
captured four days later 
along with Norwegian Hans 
Christian Ostroe, who was 
beheaded in August. 

The ordeal has brought 
agents from the U.S. Fe- 
deral Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) and London’s 


Scotland Yard to Indian soil. 
German intelligence experts 
leading tracker dogs have 
scoured a Kas hmir forest 
“No one suspected this 
would last a year,” another 
diplomat said 
Despite frustrations, the 
intense effort appears to 
have borne some fruit 
Diplomats say prolonged 
personal contact has 
allowed them to strengthen 
ties with key players in 
Kashmir , including - sepa- 
ratists. government authori- 
ties and security officials. 

Dozens of separatist 
groups are fighting Indian 
rule in Jammu and Kashmir 
state. Police and hospital 
officials say more than 
20,000 people have died in 
insurgency-related violence 
since the revolt broke out in 
1990. 

The involvement of five 
nations in efforts to win the 
hostages’ release has pro- 
duced inevitable complica- 
tions, but diplomats said 
there was agreement on two 
fundamental points. 

First, a raid to free the 


hostages was ruled out 

“No one thought we had 
information which was suf- 
ficiently precise to enable 
such an operation to be 
planned and executed in 
such a way as to entail no 
risks to the hostages,” an 
official said 

Nor have they considered 
bowing to A1 Faran’s 
demand that jailed sepa- 
ratists be freed in exchange 
for the hostages. 

“No one would think 
about encouraging the 
Indian government to let 
these guys out " one diplo- 
mat said. 

Foreign missions uni- 
formly lauded the efforts of 
Indian officials, who did the 
direct talking to A1 Faran 
before negotiations snapped 
in November. 

“It’s been a partnership,” 
one envoy said “The Indian 
government has responded 
to virtually every sugges- 
tion the foreigners have 
made. We are in tune in pur- 
suing this thing.” 

Authorities lost touch 
with A1 Faran seven months 


ago. Last month experts 
including FBI and Scotland 
Yard agents searched a for- 
est after a captured militant 
said he had heard the cap- 
tives had been killed They 
found no evidence to sup- 
port his version. 

Authorities believe a turn- 
ing-point may have come 
last December when an 
alleged A1 Faran leader, 
Abdul Hamid Turiti, was 
killed in a clash with securi- 
ty forces. 

“It’s bad luck Turki got 
killed” one official said “It 
changed the whole com- 
plexion. He was a key fig- 
ure.” 

Efforts took another blow 
io February when a militant 
known as Sikender and con- 
sidered close to A1 Faran 
was killed 

Now authorities are per- 
plexed “We can’t see them 
(AI Faran). We are not sure 
they are there,” one official 
said. 

But diplomats say efforts 
will continue. 


Hong Kong Democrats accuse 
China of human rights breach 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong’s Democratic Party 
accused China Tuesday of 
violating human rights by 
barring pro-democracy 
politicians from the country 
and confiscating their travel 
documents at Beijing air- 
port the previous day. 

“Under the international 
covenant on civil and polit- 
ical rights, no one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of the 
right to enter his own coun- 
try," party leader Martin 
Lee said 

“Since China considers 
Hong Kong people as 
Chinese citizens, then they 
should be allowed in,” Mr. 
Lee, whose party is the 
biggest and most popular in 
Hong Kong, told a news 
conference. 

Mr. Lee scoffed at 
Chinese officials who have 
said the eight Hong Kong 
politicians posed a threat to 
China's national security. 

A _ *1 think it's the greatest 
• joke that I have heard,” he 

said 


“What did these people 
arm themselves with? Bits 
of paper with 60,000 signa- 
tures of Hong Kong people 
and some letters.” 

The eight politicians flew 
to Beijing Monday to hand 
over a petition opposing 
Beijing's plan to replace 
Hong Kong’s elected legis- 
lature with an appointed 
provisional body when 
Britain hands the territory 
back to China in the middle 
of next year. 

Mr. Lee said Monday’s 
action by China was badly 
timed as Hong Kong and 
Beijing were trying to per- 
suade foreign countries to 
grant visa-free entry for 
Hong Kong passport hold- 
ers. 

He also' urged China to 
relax its stand towards 
Hong Kong reporters cov- 
ering events in China. 
Several reporters on the 
flight with the activists 
were detained for several 
hours and their notes were 
seized and destroyed 


“We think this is totally 
wrong,” Mr. Lee said 
Hong Kong Chinese 
politicians barred from 
Ch in a led a noisy demon- 
stration to Beijing’s repre- 
sentative office in the 
British colony Tuesday to 
denounce what they called 
brutal treatment 
“We strongly condemn 
the Chinese government for 
refusing to let os in, confis- 
cating our travel documents 
and compiling a blacklist,” 
group spokesman Andrew 
Cheng told reporters. 

“We demand the Chinese 
government return our trav- 
el documents immediately 
and apologise for their bru- 
tal action and publish the 
blacklist,” Mr. Cheng 
added 

Zhang Junsheng, a deputy 
director of the Xinhua 
News Agency which serves 
as China’s unofficial mis- 
sion to the British colony, 
told reporters Friday there 
was no blacklist of Hong 
Kong people. 


Blast at China firecracker plant kills 36 


BELTING (R) — A huge 
explosion ai a firecracker 
factory in southwestern 
China killed at least 36 
workers and passers-by, 
burling bodies and limbs 
into the air, local officials 
and state media said 

Tuesday. 

The Hast Saturday injured 
52 people, including three 
who were in critical condi- 
tion with serious burns, an 
official said by telephone. 

The explosion, which 
destroyed the Yongxing 
Firecracker Factory and 
rocked Piya village in 
Sichuan province, came 
after authorities ordered the 
plant to dose for safety rea- 
sons, the official in the 
nearby town of Hefang 
said. 

At least 36 people were 
killed but the final toll was 
unclear because some 


workers ai the privately-run 
factory were from else- 
where in China with no rel- 
atives nearby to report them 
missing, a police officer 
told Reuters. ■ 

“We cannot yet be sure of 
the exact number of dead 
because many of the people 
at the factory were from 
other areas,” he said. 

“Many of the bodies were 
completely blown apart, 
there was no way to identi- 
fy them," he said. 

Onlv shreds of clothing 
remained to give a clue as 
to the identity of some vic- 
tims, the police officer said 

Manv of the dead and 
injured were factory work- 
ers but others were villagers 
who were passing the plant 
when gunpowder stored in 
the plant detonated just 
before 9.00 a.m. (0100 
GMT) Saturday, he said but 


gave no details. 

The explosion levelled 10 
factory buildings and shook 
the ground for 10 kilome- 
tres around, the Wenhui 
Bao newspaper said. 

It quoted an eyewitness as 
saying he saw four female 
workers thrown more than 
100 metres into a bed of 
rice seedlings by the force 
of the explosion while 
bricks and stones from the 
shattered factory fell like 
rain. Three of the women 
were killed and the fourth 
lost a leg. 

Fireworks, considered by 
many Chinese an essential 
pan of traditional celebra- 
tions, are blamed for killing 
or injuring 60,000 people a 
year, with many of the casu- 
alties caused by accidents 
during production or trans- 
port 


Mongolia 
Democrats 
to take 
power 

ULAN BATOR (R) — 
Mongob'a’s opposition De- 
mocratic Union Coalition 
won 50 of the 76 seats in 
parliament in final results 
Tuesday, routing the for- 
mer Communists who bad 
held power for 75 years. 

The ruling Mongolian 
People’s Revolutionary 
Party (MPRP) bad yet to 
make an official comment 
on its crushing defeat, but 
U.S. election observers 
said government leaders 
had given assurances they 
would cooperate to ensure 
a smooth transfer of power. 

“We welcome the impor- 
tant statement of Prime 
Minister Jasrai to us that be 
intends to provide the ful- 
lest possible cooperation to 
the incoming goverment," 
the U.S. observer group 
said in a statement. 

The opposition stunned 
the MPRP — and them- 
selves — by capturing 50 
sears in Sunday’s parlia- 
mentary elections, more 
than eight times the six 
seats they won in 1992, 
according to final results 
released by the general 
election committee. 

“It’s a revolution,” victo- 
rious candidate and coali- 
tion leader Hashbax Hulan 
said in an interview. “All 
our polls suggested this, 
but we did not expect this.” 
The formerly Communist 
MPRP saw its command- 
ing 70- sear majority in the 
Great Hural, or parliament, 
slashed to just 25, an elec- 
tion committee official 
said. A small independent 
party won one seaL 
Within the coalition, the 
National Democratic Party 
captured 34 seats, the So- 
cial Democratic Party took 
13 and independent candi- 
dates running under the 
coalition banner won three. 


Candidates enter home 
stretch in Russian poll 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
two candidates entered the 
home stretch in their race 
for the presidency Tuesday, 
bnt one kept a low profile at 
home and the second 
dropped plans for a news 
conference for fear of vio- 
lating election law. 

Aides said President Boris 
Yeltsin, out of the public 
eye for almost a week and 
stiff and wooden in a televi- 
sion broadcast Monday, was 
working on documents at 
his country home. 

Communist challenger 
Gennady Zyuganov, just 
three points behind Ml 
Yeltsin in the first round of 
the election, (fid not show 
up at a scheduled news con- 
ference. 

Deputy Communist Party 
bead Valentin Kuptsov said 
Ml Zyuganov did not want 
a news conference appear- 
ance to be used “to make 
insinuations a gains t him”. 

Russian law bans cam- 
paigning on the final day 
before the vote, which starts 
at 1900 GMT Tuesday in 
the remote northeastern 
region of Chukotka. 

The last polling stations 
close 24 hours later in the 
Western enclave of Kalinin- 
grad, between Poland and 
Lithuania. 

Concern about Ml Yel- 
tsin’s health had dominated 
the final days of the cam- 
paign after the president 
skipped trips outside the 
capital and then failed to 
show up at meetings in 
Moscow. 

Aides said he had lost his 
voice after a gruelling first- 
round campaign. 

But Mr. Zyuganov 
demanded an official report 
on the state of the presi- 
dent’s health an,d the stilted 
television appearance could 
do little to reassure voters 
that the president was well. 

“We haven’t seen him for 
several days and today they 
showed ns a painted mum- 
my as if they’d just got it 
from the mausoleum,” Ml 
Zyuganov backer Stanislav 
Govorukhin told a news 
conference. “Today they are 
suggesting we vote for a liv- 
ing corpse.” 

In his final televised 
appearance, Ml Zyuganov 
said Ml Yeltsin had built 
bis campaign on lies and 
fear and would destroy 
Russia 

“Yon wiB choose either a 
strong powerful Russia or a 
colonial administration,” he 
added, appealing to die 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin listens to Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin dur- 
ing their meeting in the presidential residence. Mr. Chernomyrdin said Monday that 
Mr. Yeltsin was suffering from a cold but assured Russians nothing extraordinary 
would happen (Reuter photo) 


strong streak of nationalism 
in the Russian electorate. 

But Ml Zyuganov has had 
little play on state-con- 
trolled television, which has 
also largely ignored Ml 
Yeltsin’s illness. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said Monday 
Mr. Yeltsin was getting over 
a cold and he dismissed the 
idea that something more 
serious was up. “The presi- 
dent grabbed my right band 
in a handshake and nearly 
tore it off. Don't worry, 
everything is all right,” ne 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, had two 
mild heart attacks in 1995, 
but he staged a remarkable 
recovery this year, with 
non-stop tours of Russia’s 
regions and dances for the 
television cameras during 
an energetic first-round 
campaign. 

But by the second round 
the president had all but dis- 
appeared He leads little- 
trusted opinion polls by 10 
points and more, but even 
the pollsters say the figures 
could be wrong. 

Ml Yeltsin’s aides admit 
die result could depend to a 
large extent on how many 
people vote, especially in 
the big pro-Yeltsin cities of 
Moscow, St Petersburg and 
Yekaterinburg. 

Ml Yeltsin's painful eco- 
nomic reforms are already 
bearing fruit in the three 
industrial areas, which bold 
15 per cent of Russia’s more 
than 100 million voters. A 


high pro- Yeltsin turnout 
there could swing the elec- 
tion. 

Weather forecasters pre- 
dicted cool, showery weath- 
er in the two biggest cities 
— a boon for the president 
because voters are less like- 
ly to race to their country 
cottages and vegetable gar- 
dens and more likely to 
vote. 

Analysts say a good 
turnout should help the 
president, while a low 
turnout would be good for 
Ml Zyuganov, because he 
has a hard core of disci- 
plined voters who wQl turn 
out regardless. 

Pro- Yeltsin Russian news- 
papers also concentrated on 
gening voters into the 
polling stations with aggres- 
sive appeals which ap- 
peared to ignore the cam- 
paigning ban. 

“If you do not come to the 
polls on JuLy 3, the results 
could be determined by the 
will of the minority” said 
Rossiiskiye Vesti. 

The popular Moskovsky 
Komsomol ets, once the par 
per of the Communist youth 
movement but now a firm 
Yeltsin backer, screamed: 
“Even the Mongolians re- 
jected communism" in a 
front-page headline. “Are 
we more stupid?" 

But the two main Com- 
munist newspapers, Pravda 
and Sovietskaya Rossiya, 
(fid not appear, apparently 
by choice. A brief an- 
nouncement on an inside 


page of Monday’s Pravda 
said the paper would next 
appear Friday. 

Polls are already open in 
the rebel Republic of 
Chechenya and Russians 
have voted in some former 
Soviet republics, where 
Wednesday, a holiday in 
Russia, is a normal working 
day. 

Meanwhile a top NATO 
military officer said Tues- 
day he thought Russia’s 
basic security policy would 
remain the same regardless 
of who emerged as presi- 
dent this week, but added 
the alliance's future ties 
wife Moscow remained up 
in the air. 

“I think nothing will 
change in the Russian gov- 
ernment’s conduct regard- 
ing the basic principles of 
security policy," General 
Klaus Naumann, chairman 
of NATO's military com- 
mittee, told German radio a 
day before Russia’s run-off 
election. 

“We will have to see how 
the new Russian govern- 
ment responds to NATO’s 
desires for contact and 
NATO’s readiness ft>r coop- 
eration in partnership,” feus 
German general added. 

“I hope that we can come 
to a reasonable conclusion 
feat is free from confronta- 
tion and that we can adopt 
tiie language of reason ami 
stop fed superfluous 
rhetoric when it comes to 
NATO’s eastern expan- 
sion," he said. 


Oyer 4,400 Burundian 
Hutus flee violence 


BUJUMBURA (R) — 

More than 4,400 Burundian 
Hums have fieri to Rwanda 
and Zaire from violence in 
Burundi’s troubled north- 
western region of Cibitoke, 
U.N. officials said Tuesday. 

The refugees including 
150 unaccompanied chil- 
dren crossed into Rwanda’s 
southwestern border region 
of Cyangugu from Thurs- 
day to Sunday and to Uvira, 
Zaire, from Saturday to 
Monday, they said. 

Some 2^10 went to 
Cyangugu and almost 1,900 
to Uvira. 

“There is fighting in 
Cibitoke and reports from 
the refugees speak of some 
deaths in Cibitoke before 
they left. But it is unclear 
whether this is rebels or fee 
army," one official said. 

In Rwanda’s capital Ki- 
gali, a spokesman for the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees said the 2,510 
in Cyangugu were camped 
around a communal office 
in fee town of Bugarama 
amid fears for their health. 

“The big concern is 
measles. One child has 
already died from measles,” 
said Chris Strombeig, ad 
ding the aid agency Mede- 
cins Sans Frontieres (MSF- 
Doctors Without Borders) 
was vaccinating against 
measles. 

“The place where they are 
is only a temporary solu- 
tion.” 

Officials quoted the re- 
fugees as saying they left 
Burundi after the deaths of 
family members and des- 
truction of houses. 


“They said they were 
ordered last week to leave 
their communes and seek 
refuge at fee co mmunal 
office at Muginga. Accor- 
ding to fee refugees, this 
office was attacked and 
several people were killed, 
prompting them to flee to 
Rwanda,” one said. 

The Burundian Defence 
Ministry ..said government 
troops killed 31 Hutu insur- 
gents in a gunbatde in 
Cibitoke Thursday after 
rebels ambushed an escort- 
ed convoy and killed two 
soldiers and a civilian. 

Lack of security has made 
Cibitoke a no-go area for 
Western aid workers. The 
International Committee of 
fee Red Cross, the last aid 
agency working in Cibi- 
toke, pulled out of Burundi 
early in June after three of 
its Swiss staff were killed in 
an ambush. 

More than 150,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
Burundi since fee assassi- 
nation of its first Hutu pres- 
ident by troops in 1993. 

Meanwhile experts od a 
technical pannel said Tues- 
day a regional military 
force to stabilise Burundi is 
likely to be composed 
mainly of soldiers from 
Tanzania, Uganda and 
Ethiopia. 

Ministers from five Af- 
rican countries, meeting in 
this northern Tanzanian 
town on how to provide 
military aid to fee strife- 
tom central African nation, 
formed a conmrinee of ex- 
perts Monday to set up a 
peacekeeping force. 


Lebed wants full powers 
as Russia’s super cop 

MOSCOW (AFP) — President Boris Yeltsin’s top security 
advisor Alexander Lebed said Tuesday he needed fell pow- 
ers in fee fight against Russia’s “immense security prob- 
lems" and announced tighter visa rules. 

“To resolve the problems of security I need fell powers,” 
he told repealers on the eve of the presidential election run- 
off between Ml Yeltsin and Communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov. 

Gen. Lebed, a retired general who has become Mr. 
Yeltsin’s most visible and vocal advisor in fee last two 
weeks, said: “I need extra powers to property cany out the 
task.” ■ 

“It is not to do wife Gen. Lebed, but the security of the 
country ,” he said, adding “I am not preparing to take over 
power.” 

Tighter visa and passport rules for foreigners will also be 
introduced, Gen. Lebed was quoting as saying by ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

The new rules would not mean a new “iron curtain," but 
Russia “has to defend itself — too much is being taken out 
of the country which should not be taken out, and things 
are being brought in which are not needed at all," he said. 

Countries will be classified “according to their degree of 
friendliness toward Russia,” he said, adding that “if we 
organise this mechanism in a civilised way we will not hurt 
anybody.” 

Mr. Yeltsin is expected to win fee run-off, but last-minute 
doubts have been cast over the election due to the 65-year- 
old incumbent’s weak health. 

Gen. Lebed came third in the first round of fee election 
on June 16, winning 14.5 per cent He gave Mr. Yeltsin his 
backing in exchange for becoming secretary of the 
Security Council, which brings together the defence, inte- 
rior, secret services and other key ministries. 

Gen. Lebed’s rise from retired general to one of the most 
influential men in Russia has been meteoric. 

On Sunday, he suggested that the post of vice president 
be created for him, something feat received a cool response 
from the rest of the government. 

Gen. Lebed’s speeches have concentrated cm what he 
says is a wave of corruption and crime sweeping Russia. 

On Monday, he said on ORT television feat in the crime 
war “we’ll shoot people, but reasonably, with minimal 
losses for fee law enforcement bodies, and only those peo- 
ple who refuse to be persuaded." 

Gen. Lebed has also attacked fee presence of non- 
Russian religious groups, including the Mormons, saying 
they should be thrown out of Russia. His statements on 
religion drew the criticism of U.S. President Bill Clinton. 
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Cementing ties 

THE SCHEDULED meeting between His 
Majesty King Hussein and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat next week is expected to further 
cement efforts by Jordan and the Palestinian 
National Authority- (PNA) to coordinate their 
efforts on the peace process in light of the new 
dimensions the election of Benyamin Netanyahu 
as prime minister of Israel has added to the peace 
negotiations. 

Even before the election of Netanyahu, Jordan 
and the PNA succeeded in clearing many of the 
misunderstandings that at times caused disturb- 
ing tension between the two sides. The political 
developments in Israel call for more coordination 
on the approach both sides adopt in dealing with , 
Israel towards attaining the goal of regaining ; 
Palestinian rights and comprehensive peace in 1 
the Middle East. Jordan has time and again said 1 
it was willing to do all that it can to help the | 
Palestinians. The PNA, on the other hand, seems 


to have arrived at the conviction that it can only 
benefit from soliciting the support and advice of 
Jordan as it tackles the difficult talks ahead with 
the Likud-led government in Israel. 

Since the signing .of the peace treaty with Israel 
in 1994, the Kingdom has nurtured positive and 
good relations with the Israeli body politic with- 
out having to compromise on Jordanian princi- 
ples in regards to the belief that the Palestinian 
problem can only 'be solved on the basis of UJV. 
Resolutions 242 and 338 and the return of land- 
for- peace. As such, Jordan can do business with 
the Likud in the same way it did business with 
the previous Israeli Labour government 

The PNA, on the other hand, is in for a rough 
phase of negotiations with the Israelis as a result 
of the ousting of the Labour government with 
which it reached unwritten agreements that the 
Likud does not feel committee! to. While the Oslo 
and Cairo accords provided a general framework 
within which the two sides could proceed to 


implement their agreements, many sensitive and 
thorny issues were tackled outside those agree- 
ments* framework and apparently with no writ- 
ten records, to document them. 

Netanyahu does not thus feel the pressure to 
abide by such understandings and the PNA will 
have to discuss these issues again with the new 
government which is obviously trying to gain as 
much time as it can to study all that has been 
done and take a stand on it Before engaging the 
Palestinians in fresh talks. 

Jordan can play an essential role in helping the 
PNA press its points. It can also help in working 
out new approaches to the negotiations and assist 
the Palestinians in getting Israel’s commitment to 
implementing the deals the two sides have 
reached. 

What is also important is that Netanyahu is 
well-aware of Jordan’s complete support for the 
PNA as the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people and this country’s refusal to 
negotiate on the Palestinians’ behalf. The force 
with which Jordan has made this point has 
played a major role in clearing any tension that 
has developed between the Kingdom and the 
PNA in the past. What is dear now is that Jordan 
is more than ever able and willing to help the 
Palestinians. The Israelis know that and so does 
the PNA. Which means Jordan and the PNA 
have no reason not to maintain strong ties and 
open channels of communication. As such, the 
King’s meeting with Arafat will be timely, just as 
the prime minister’s meeting with the PLO’s 
Mahmoud Abbas yesterday was. More such 
meetings are always necessary as they should 
lead to better coordination especially now that 
the peace process enters one of its most difficult 
phases. 


most difficult 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES ' 

IT IS indeed doubtful that Benyamin Netanyahu 
will succeed in guaranteeing security for the Israeli 
society in the light of his extremist and aggressive 
policies against the Arabs and his determination to 
retain the occupied Arab territories, said Fahed 
Fanek, a writer for A1 Ra’i. Mr. Netanyahu has no 
secret plan to prevent a suicide bomber from blow- 
ing himself up in a bus or amidst a group of Israelis 
and so he would not be able to honour his promis- 
es made during the election campaign, said the 
writer. Israel can call resistance activities acts of 
terrorism, but the fact is that as long as occupation 
remains in place there can be no alternative to 
resistance and any form of struggle for liberation, 
noted the writer. He said that indeed Mr. 
Netanyahu’s open call for ending the peace process 
and going back to all pledges and agreements con- 
cluded under the previous government constitute 
an open invitation to the Arabs to start a wave of 
violence against Israel in southern Lebanon, 
Palestine or inside Israel. Furthermore, the occu- 
pied Golan Heights are not expected to remain 
quiet for ever and sooner or later resistance could 
be forthcoming from that area too. added the 
writer. In an obvious reaction to Mr. Netanyahu’s 
adamant and intransigent stands, the Arabs have 
held an Arab summit after a break of six years and 
they started hearing calls and witnessing steps for 
unifying the Iraqi and Syrian positions vis-a-vis 
the common dangers, according .to the writer who 
said that Mr. Netanyahu's policies could be indi- 
rectly beneficial to the Arab World. 


Washington Watch ByDr.JamesZogby 

The Democratic debate over abortion 


THE REPUBLICAN Party 
is not alone in being trou- 
bled by the issue of abor- 
tion. Democrats are also 
engaged in a debate that 
bears some striking resem- 
blances to that of their 
Republican counterparts, 
although there are some 
significant differences as 
well. 

While on the Republican 
side it is the pro-life forces 
(as the anti-abortion move- 
ment has come to be called) 
who dominate the platform 
debate within the party, 
among Democrats the 
tables are turned. 

For years Democrats 
acted as if only the 
Republican Party faced an 
internal divide over abor- 
tion. They felt that their 
ranks had been unified and 
opposition to their pro- 
choice position (as support- 
ers of the right to abortion 
have come to be called) had 
been silenced But this 
year, while Republicans are 
.struggling with abortion, 
all is not quiet on the 
Democratic front. 

For Democrats, like 
Republicans, the issue has 
become one of tolerance. 
Although the pro-life 
Democrats are not as well 
organised or influential as 
their Republican counter- 
parts. they ate nonetheless 
insisting that their views be 
respected within the party 
platform. 

The Democratic plat- 
form. like that of the 
Republicans, has hardened 
over time reflecting the 
growing power of pro- 
choice forces within the 
party. In 1976, for example, 
the Democratic Party plat- 
form plank on abortion 
read: 

“We fully realise the ethi- 
cal and religious nature of 
the concerns which many 
Americans have on the sub- 
ject of abortion. 

We feel, however, that it 
is undesirable to amend the 
U.S. Constitution to over- 


By G wynne Dyer 

IT IS now almost certain 
that the presidents of two of 
the world’s most important 
countries will secure a sec- 
ond term of office next 
month. 

Russia's President Boris 
Yeltsin, who has staged the 
most amazing comeback 
since Lazarus, is cruising 
towards an easy victory in 
the run-off election on July 
3. And U.S. President Bill 
Clinton is thereby spared 
the one thing that could 
have sabotaged bis own 
reelection in November a 
Republican “Who lost 
Russia?" campaign if Mr. 
Yeltsin bad been beaten by 
Communist candidate 
Gennady Zyuganov. 

Mr. Clinton’s reelection 
will not make much differ- 
ence to the world he is 
proving to be one of the less 
memorable U.S. presidents, 
ranking right up there with 
Grover Cleveland and 
Herbert Hoover. But Mr. 
Yeltsin. unappetising 
though he is. has become 
one of the indispensable 
men of the moment. 

Yes. I know, the grave- 
yards are full of indispens- 
able men. But we need Mr. 
Yeltsin at the moment, for 
we are going through a pro- 
foundly important and deli- 
cate transition in world his- 
tory in this decade. A col- 
lapse into chaos and perhaps 
a nationalist dictatorship in 
Russia might be enough to 
derail iL 

Ten years ago — and 200 
years ago, and 3,000 years 
ago — the world mostly 
consisted of tyrannical 
states where arbitrary force 
and militarism were the 
rule, and where the fate of 
the poor seemed sealed for- 
ever. 

Today, a large majority of 
tiie world’s countries, 
including at least 70 per 
cent of the world’s people, 
are more or less democratic 
states where the rule of law 
is gaining ground. The like- 
lihood of large-scale war. 
including nuclear war, has 
dwindled. And huge parts of 
what used to be called the 


turn the Supreme Court 
decisions in this area.” 

But by 1992, the platform 
language on abortion bad 
hardened to eliminate any 
reference to differences of. 
opinion. It now reads, in 
pare 

“Democrats stand behind 
the right of every woman to - 
choose consistent with Roe 
vs. Wade (the Supreme 
Court decision that is the 
standard for abortion laws), 
regardless of the ability to 
pay and support a national 
law to protea that right It 
is a fundamental constitu- 
tional liberty that individ- 
ual Americans — not gov- 
ernment — can best take 
responsibility for making 
the most difficult and 
intensely personal deci- 
sions regarding reproduc- 
tion.” 

At the 1992 Republican 
National Convention it was 
noted when pro-choice 
speakers were booed; but at 
the 1992 Democratic 
National Convention pro- 
life Democrats, including 
the popular governor of 
Pennsylvania (who bad 
been the major factor in 
Clinton's victory in that 
important state), were not 
even allowed to speak at 
alL And when a woman on 
the Democratic Party plat- 
form committee sought to 
amend the party platform to 
only slightly restrict abor- 
tion, she was booed and did 
not even get the second 
vote necessary to open a 
debate on the issue. (By 
contrast, as emotional an 
issue as Palestinian state- 
hood, while ic may not win 
in party platform debates, 
at least gets enough votes 
to be discussed). 

This year, when President 
Clinton voted a bill that 
would have banned an 
extremely controversial 
procedure known as late- 
term partial-birth abortion, 
he not only angered 
Republicans but also out- 
raged some Democrats and 


ignited a debate within his 
own party. The concern 
among Democrats was 
two-fold. 

One the one hand, there 
were those who were 
deeply upset by the morali- 
ty of the practise of the par- 
tial-birth abortion. Some 
have equated this type of 
abortion to infanticide, 
since it involves inducing a 
late-term pregnancy and 
the ending of a life in mid- 
birth. It is a rarely used 
practice, but horrifying to 
pro-life advocates. The 
president had sought to 
mute the intense reaction 
he feared his veto would 
receive by convening an 
event at the White House to 
explain the decision. At this 
event, the president first 
spoke about his concerns 
with the practise and indi- 
cated that be had consulted 
some religious leaders 
regarding his decision. He 
then introduced some 
womeD wbo had bad that 
type of abortion, and they 
spoke about how difficult 
their decision to proceed 
had been and how their 
lives might have been lost 
had they not aborted, or 
how the child they were 
bearing would not have 
survived a normal birth or 
life. 

The White House effort, 
however, did not mollify 
those who feel that the 
Clinton administration has 
been far too permissive 
about abortion. Especially 
outraged were tbe Roman 
Catholic Church leaders. If 
evangelical Christians are 
the pro-life force in the 
Republican Party, it is 
Catholics wbo play that 
role in the Democratic 
Party. 

The difference between 
the two groups, however, is 
striking. The Christian fun- 
damentalists have become 
an organised and ideologi- 
cal political force, and have 
taken over the grass roots 
of the Republican Party. 


Catholics, especially Irish, 
Italian and Polish- 
Americans, are a real 
power in the Democratic 
Party but are less ideologi- 
cal and less focused on the 
issue of abortion. 

There are other 
Democrats who worry 
about the abortion issae not 
for its moral implications, 
bnt over its political 
impact Like their 
Republican counterparts 
(those who worry that by 
going too far to one 
extreme the party will risk 
losing tbe support of pro- 
choice voters), some 
Democratic Party leaders 
are concerned that by fail- 
ing to take into considera- 
tion tbe views and concerns 
of pro-life Democrats, their 
party may also lose votes. 

And here tbe Catholic 
vote becomes an important 
issue. Catholics comprise 
between 27-30 per cent of 
the U.S. voting public, and 
polls have shown that when 
in recent years Democrats 
have won the plurality of 
the Catholic vote, they 
have won the elections. A 
recent study conducted by 
an Irish American organisa- 
tion estimated that in every 
congressional election 
since 1980, Catholics gave 
the majority of their votes 
to Democrats. Tbe only 
time they did not was in 
1994, the year of the 
Republican landslide in 
Congress. 

While Catholics are not 
single-issue voters (nor are 
their votes controlled by 
their religious leaders) 
some Catholics can be 
influenced by moral issues. 
If only 5 per cent of 
Catholic voters change 
their votes in November 
from bow they voted two 
years ago. they can influ- 
ence tire outcome of the 
congressional and presi- 
dential races. 

What especially worries 
Democrats is that Roman 
Catholic Bishops have in 


the last two years become 
quite critical of tire actions 
of .the Republican 
Congress. Republican 
efforts to limit immigration 
and aid to the poor had 
Catholic leaders not only 
criticising tbe Republicans 
but also praising Clinton's 
social programmes as well. 
With a single stroke of the 
pen, Clinton's veto of the 
partial-birth abortion ban 
turned the bishops into an 
opposition force. Not only 
that, but several important - 
ethnic communities, partic- 
ularly Irish Americans, 
have made it clear to the 
White House that they were 
deeply offended by that 
veto. 

This situation has brought 
to life the small and previ- 
ously-silent pro-life caucus 
wi thin the Democratic 
Party. Led by 10 of the 40 
pro-life Democratic mem- 
bers of Congress and some 
ethnic Catholic organisa- 
tions, they have recently 
announced their intention 
to push for greater open- 
ness and tolerance within 
tire Democratic Party dis- 
cussion on abortion. 

What these Democrats 
want is a return to the lan- 
guage of the 1976 platform 
(that also appeared in 1980 
and 1984 but had been 
dropped since then). In 
calling for tolerance, these 
pro-life Democrats are 
ironically pursuing a goal 
not unlike that pursued by 
pro-choice Republicans. 
And. like tire pro-choice 
Republicans, they face an 
intolerant majority that 
controls their party. 

In the end, the question of 
abortion will not be the sole 
deciding issue on which tire 
overwhelming majority of 
Americans will determine 
their vote. And yet it is a 
highly volatile issue that 
can disrupt both parties 1 
efforts to maintain tbe unity 
of their respective coali- 
tions. 


Not the road to 1914 


|M. KAH1L 


%\ ' / 




Russian roulette... 




“Third World” are enjoying 
economic growth rates that 
will Tree them from poverty 
in one or two generations. 

The great milestones of 
this historic shift were the 
mostly non-violent collapse 
of Communism in Europe, 
followed by the start of the 
Middle East peace process 
and tbe fall of apartheid in 
South Africa. But those are 
just the dramatic highlights 
of a broader process that bas 
also ended almost all tire 
dictatorships and wars in 
Latin America and brought 
democracy to countries as 
diverse as South Korea, 
Bangladesh and Ethiopia. 

On tbe economic front, 
China’s explosively rapid 
growth is just tbe biggest 
single example of a phe- 
nomenon that also embraces 
Indonesia, India and Brazil, 
not to mention dozens of 
smaller “developing” coun- 
tries. And broad middle 
classes are emerging in 
these countries wbo will 
seek to preserve democratic 
liberties. 

Change on such a broad 
front suggests an irresistible 
shift in tbe way the world 
works: mass education, 
global mass media and a 


globalised economy are 
making both democracy and 
free-market economies 
practically inevitable. Or so 
it seems. But “irresistible” 
and “inevitable" are bold, 
sweeping words that do not 
acknowledge the sheer 
unpredictability of real his- 
tory. 

It is as though we were 
back before 1914. Back 
then, too, there were dread- 
ful little wars going on in 
odd comers of the world, 
and squalid dictatorships 
flourishing in various 
places. But tire main trend 
of world affairs, then as 
now, pointed to rising pros- 
perity and the steady spread 
of democracy. Had that con- 
tinued, even decolonisation 
might have happened with- 
out so much violence. 

Instead, the people of that 
long-ago world tumbled 
into World War I, which led 
to Stalin, Hitler. World War 
II, Mao, the cold war, and 
all the rest of the hideous 
history of the 20th century. 
But we cannot say that his- 
tory was bound to take that 
course; only that it did. 

Equally, we cannot be 
sure (hat history will contin- 
ue on its present promising 


course, but we must not 
assume that it is bound to 
disappoint us again. It all 
depends on the outcome of 
key events in the pivotal 
countries of our time. 

The Bosnians, the 
Rwandans, and the Afghans 
matter as human tragedies, 
but they do not count in this 
context. All that matters is 
that the world's big coun- 
tries continue down the path 
of democracy and prosperi- 
ty, and that no big wars dis- 
rupt that pattern. 

The 21st century will be a lot 
better than the 20th if Russia 
and Brazil and South Africa 
can keep their new democra- 
cies, and if China and 
Indonesia and Nigeria can 
achieve democradsation. 

It is just as important that de 
facto one-party states like 
Japan and India, where a single 
party has virtually monopo- 
lised power for a generation, 
shift to real multi-party politics 
without creating an opening for 
extreme nationalists to gain 
power. And the key military 
flashpoints, the Middle East 
the Pakistan-lndia frontier, and 
the Korean peninsula, must 
remain stable. 

If those are the rules, then so 
far we are still in the game. The 


Indian election in May that 
unseated the ruling Congress 
Party did open the door to the 
ultra-nationalistic, anti-Muslim 
Indian People’s Party (BJPj, 
but the BJP minority govern- 
ment fell quickly because all 
the other Indian parties refused 
to support it 

The Israeli election in late 
May was a huge setback for the 
Middle East peace process, but 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's victory does not 
make another Middle East war 
inevitable. And of the three 
major flashpoints, the Middle 
East is now probably the least 
dangerous to world peace 
(mainly because the Americans 
are now the only major outside 
power on the scene). 

And soon, on July 3. Mr. 
Yeltsin will be home and dry in 
Russia. “The only thing we’ve 
achieved in Russia in these five 
years is that these elections 
took place." third-place presi- 
dential candidate Alexander 
Lebed (now Yeltsin's closest 
adviser) growled at Russian 
TV after the first round of vot- 
ing on June 17. But that is quite 
a big achievement. 

It is certainly too soon to 
declare a victory over the pasL 
But we do not seem to be on 
the road to 1914 again. 
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Tell ‘em, 
Telecom 

By AD Kassay 


One of tbe services in this V :iU ‘ j’. ‘ 

country on which I have ...■ l ‘‘-. 

generously lavished my ' 

venom was that of telecom- 7.*:’ 

muni cations. On more £ ■ # v- : " 

than one occasion I ■ 

expressed myself on the ' tm . ■■■■•• " : 
poor services offered to dt- J.jfc-J 

i 2 ens and to foreign poteo- 
tial investors, causing the 
latter to take their invest- 
meet capital and make 
haste in tbe general direc- - 

tion of away. \ : 

This situation had lasted 
in the country fra: as long as .-v 

I can remember, and so I ... 
felt safe in assuming that ' 
successive sodo-economic 
development plans would as." " 

only succeed, as their pre- * , rr ; 

decessors before them, in ' r ,- 

bringing us more of the /<?.- 
same. To be sure, endless ' 

workshops, seminars and r.‘ r . 

speeches assured us that ' 

things would be different * 

from now on; whereupon I, -V. 

for one, stifled a yawn, 
shrugged the shoulders, ':.' n a : ’»■ 
and muttered with resigna-4^ •' 

tion: “Inshallah”. , . ... 

Little did I know, howev- J 

er, that nemesis was on my . .. • 

beds working assiduously . 7' , 
to prove me wrong. Only 
recently, I discovered that j. 

we have, at tbe bead of the 

Ministry of I 

Telecommunications a rari- D 1 1T t *-» r 

ty among offidals: One Ivll 1 1 v. 

wbo not only knows his 

woric. but who is actually llinu ^ fn , m I , 
getting it done. 

What makes me speak in . 
this departure from my " \ ‘~r • 
richly-deserved cynicism f ..." ", , 

regarding officialdom, is 
the rule of fair play: It is - " " 

only fair to criticise short- T. 

comings if one is equally - " ’’ ' 

willing to give credit where " 

credit is due; 1 and if the / ’ 

National 1 1 "■■■’• 

Tdecommunications ' " 

Programme (NTP) realises ‘‘ : 

its objectives, then credit • " rrv.::;..: • 
will be due to the Minister •” ■ 

of Tdecommunications in — 

no uncertain measure. - >hir \ 

The NTP will provide^ 1 PuM«I!Z0l 
300,000 telephone lines 
nationwide, by the year !,in,lr|u ^d from p 
2000 or before, that is, in 
less than four years’ time. J - T, ~ • • 

This means a penetration r l|, “> 
ratio of 1 line per house- ::-:r 

hold of 6 people on aver- . - 

age. Considering that tbe • 

current penetration ratio is • V' ,*i.: 

7.2 per hundred people, the * Mjr.v: 

rise will go a long way -nciii -r, s. i> 

towards solving the acute ®"r.- ^i.; , ; T ; 

shortage of telephone lines. - vt S . | " 

Id addition, tire programme un- ' j 

will introduce an integrated ! -uiK.; 

digital services network, with i. 0 n ^ri,. r , . 

digital exchanges, and trm*- ^"’anew ;i ril j 

mission through fibre optics. j ..nerci" 

This will mean greater and tar ih^ 
clearer flow of messages, in Anuii.j 
addition to totally new ser- dn j 

vices, such as caller identifica- ’'SCdlK '' 

tion, an invaluable service ‘ ■ 

high in demand among those |^ t . 

who are constantly dodging • 'f \ 

petitioners and creditors. ^ rnc 

Moreover, the process of V 
privatisation of tbe telecom ^ftnVQhll* 

sector seems to oe netting - u * 1 U . 

along quite nicely. However, ^ 
the corporatisation and pri- ^Ued fn )rn 

vatisation of the TCC along a ^ pa 

with many other service” if- iv p., 

providers, is not necessarily a jr I 

good thing. We must look ax -.~ 

the experience of other coun- " '- * r 

tries that have already walked ha^ ni] . 

this path, in order to avoid L r ' r evir^j,)'! i 
their mistakes. Generally, \ * 

they found that, in tbe absence * 
of effective anti-trust laws and ^ ^ ^ 1 

a serious anti-monopoly regu- ^ 
latofy body that bas teeth, pri- l* *ud u r . . 
vatisation only led to a nomi- jjjd »h«h.~ n< 
nal change of monopolistic l<: 

body, which did not translate lfv - 

itself into better and mor® W^ e ^ r, 'n jjj.. ^ 
competitive services. j. H n v " n L’ 

This clearly is beyond the » 

scope of the ■ Ministry of 
Telecommunications, but it is 
a priority item on the agenda ^l3Di rV 
of the government It is to be ’ 4 PJ 

hoped that work on this, and 

all other government projects ( r- 

will proceed with the same n 

efficiency as the programmes 15,. ^ his 
of the Ministry ^ \ 

Telecommunications, which is ^ w . 

setting a badly needed exam- Hr? h q 'bat 

pie of responsible govern- l h 

men L 

'*»* Mi 
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Features 


Greece saves last of 
E. Europe’s vultures 


Hungary’s holocaust Jews 
too old for aid 


By Dina Kyrialddou 
Reuter 

DADIA, Greece — They 
are big, ugly things that 
feed on corpses but. for the 
environmentalists strug- 
gling to save them, vultures 
are precious. 

In the forest of Dadia, 
near the Evros River that 
separates Greece from 
Turkey, they have created a 
rare home for vultures and 
other endangered birds of 
prey, whose numbers have 
dwindled precariously this 
century. 

The pride of this bird 
sanctuary is the black vul- 
ture, whose wings have an 
impressive three-metre 
span. As few as 20 such 
birds survived here in the 
1980s. but the Dadia forest 
reserve now boasts up to 
100 . 

“Their young are so 
funny. When they feel dan- 
ger approaching the nest, 
they play “dead’,” said 
Rania Spyropoulou, an offi- 
cial from the environment 
ministry, in admiration of 
the bald-headed, black- 
faced creatures. 

The reserve. forged 
through cooperation 
between World Wide Fund 
for nature (WWF), 
Greece’s environment min- 
istry and local authorities, 
ensures the birds get the 
space, quiet and food they 
need. 

“We started this pro- 


ffi &nrn g in 1 980 because 
the last black vultures in 
Eastern Europe had sur- 
vived here.” said WWF 
forestry scientist Costas 
Poirazidis. 

The last two couples nest- 
ing on Mount Olympus, 
home of the ancient Greek 
gods, disappeared in 1991, 
he said. These birds nest 
once a year and usually 
only have one offspring. 

“Their numbers dimin- 
ished fast from poisoned 
baits intended for wolves 
and foxes," Mr. Poirazidis 
said “But now they are 
more threatened by the 
reduction in feeding and 
nesting grounds.” 

What makes the Dadia 
reserve special is the diver- 
sity of environment and 
species here, he said. Of 38 
kinds of birds of prey 
known in Europe, 36 can be 
found here including four 
types of European vultures. 

The small pine and oak 
woods that dot the land- 
scape of soft rolling hills 
make perfect homes for the 
vultures. The eagles love to 
nest in the rocky outcrops 
that break up the clearings 
necessary to hunt for food. 

Altogether, more than 
200 species of birds have 
been recorded in Dadia and 
40 kinds of reptiles and 
amphibians, the perfect 
food for eagles and hawks. 

"The majority of birds are 
endangered and, therefore, 
protected,” Mr. Poirazidis 


said. 

All vultures — the black, 
griffon, Egyptian and 
bearded — are very rare. 
The reserve’s single beard- 
ed vulture has lived alone 
for more than 20 years and 
WWF plans to introduce 
another couple to Dadia 
this year. 

‘There was strong reac- 
tion from the locals at first 
when the land was declared 
off limits.” said Costas Pis- 
tolas, a local resident now a 
guard at the reserve. 

Villagers, mostly wood- 
cutters and shepherds, 
feared the reserve would 
give a final blow to the 
area’s impoverished econo- 
my that has forced many to 
leave for nearby towns to 
find work. 

Instead, young men and 
women from the village 
were hired as guards and 
tourist guides, or staff for a 
hotel and restaurant built 
for bird watching buffs. 

“Now there is not a single 
person in this villa g e who is 
against this project,” Mr. 
Pistolas said. “It created 
about 20 new jobs and the 
women have created a 
cooperative to make and 
sell food and crafts.” 

Eco-to iiris m has brought 
new life to the village. Last 
year 15,000 people from all 
over the world came to 
watch the vultures gather at 
their feeding site or to trek 
forest trails surcounding the 
reserve. 


By Michael Roddy 
Reuter 

BUDAPEST - Hungary is 
in the final stages of devis- 
ing a plan to compensate 
Hungarian Jews who sur- 
vived the holocaust, but for 
86-year-old Gyoigy Kor- 
mendi it comes a half cen- 
tury too late. 

"Today I am here but 
tomorrow I may be a dead 
person,” said Mr. Kormen- 
di, who survived four years 
in Nazi forced labour 
camps. He was eating a 
bowl of stew at a soup 
kitchen run by the U.S.- 
backed Hungarian Jewish 
Social Support Foundation, 
which has been helping 
needy Hungarian Jews for 
decades. 

“But what can you expect 
from a government which is 
on the edge of bankruptcy? 
It is depressing that I eat 
this food here but I cannot 
have higher demands,” 
added Mr. Kormendi, who 
said he has never received 
any special compensation 
from the government for 
the years he spent in forced 
labour. 

This week representatives 
of the U.S.-based World 
Jewish Congress (WJC), 
Hungarian Jewish groups 
and the Hungarian govern- 
ment are due to meet in 
Budapest to put the finish- 
ing touches to an agreement 
for restitution of Jewish 


properties confiscated dur- 
ing World War n. 

The deal, to create a fund 
that would benefit people 
like Mr. Kormendi, would 
have to be approved by par- 
liament, possibly in Sep- 
tember — more than half a 
century after World War II 
ended. 

Following die war the 
Hungarian government, 
which was allied to the los- 
ing axis powers, was sup- 
posed to make restitution of 
properties taken from Hun- 
gary’s 800,000 Jews, some 

600.000 of whom died in 
death and labour camps. 

After Poland, most of 
whose Jews were annihilat- 
ed, Hungary had the 
biggest, and probably 
wealthiest, Jewish popula- 
tion in central Europe. 
Today Hungary still has 

80.000 to 100,000 Jews, 
and boasts central Europe’s 
biggest synagogue. 

But the Communist gov- 
ernment which took power 
in Hungary in 1948, while 
it grudgingly tolerated reli- 
gion, mostly reneged on 
restitution and instead 
nationalised many religious 
properties — Jewish and 
non-Jewish alike . 

It has now fallen to Hun- 
gary's post-Communist 
government — led by a for- 
mer co mm unist, prime min- 
ister gyula born — to make 
good on the promises of 50 
years ago, and to do so in a 


way that does not create 
rifts among Jews or alienate 
non-Jews who might resent 
what they see as 
favouritism. 

“I have aged at least 10 
years in the last two,” said 
Judit Csiha, the political 
state secretary in the min- 
istry of justice who has 
been working on the prob- 
lem. 

“To give an example — if 
somebody wants to get 
back his apartment it is pos- 
sible to be confronted by 
someone living there who 
also was deported and suf- 
fered the same fate. 

“In human and legal 
terms it cannot be done. 
One would just open new 
wounds.” 

Ms. Csiha said that by 
some estimates, the proper- 
ties owned by Jews before 
the war would be worth the 
equivalent of Hungary’s 
entire annual gross domes- 
tic product of about S45 bil- 
lion. 

The list of formerly Jew- 
ish-owned properties 
includes factories, apart- 
ment blocks, bouses and art 
treasures. Some communal 
Jewish properties, such as 
synagogues and schools, 
have been returned to the 
Hungarian Jewish commu- 
nity. 

But saddled with an over- 
all foreign debt of some $30 
billion, the Hungarian gov- 
ernment says it cannot 


afford to give back every- 
thing, and so a compromise 
has been devised. 

Ms. Csiha said the agree- 
ment calls for establishing a 
foundation to which the 
government would turn 
over some real estate, 
works of art and several bil- 
lion forints worth of com- 
pensation coupons — 
which are vouchers given in 
lieu of properties confiscat- 
ed under the Nazis and 
Communists. 

The foundation in turn 
would provide stipends to 
Hungary’s 30,000 to 15,000 
holocaust survivors and 
manage the reserves to help 
the Jewish community in 
general. 

“1 am awaiting the meet- 
ing (of Jewish groups) with 
great excitement,” said Ms. 
Csiha. “There is always 
insecurity because they 
could raise a question 
which would mean we have 
to start again. I have been in 
that situation in the past few 
years.” 

But Gyoigy lunar, Jew- 
ish deputy president of the 
rightist opposition Small- 
holders Party, said the gov- 
ernment is evading its 
responsibilities by f ailing to 
provide full compensation. 

“We have to admit the 
government is impover- 
ished but buildings can be 
given now for the help of 
die poor and not just for 
Jews in Hungary, but for 


any who want to come 
back,” Mr. Umar said. 

“It is a matter of justice 
and if (full compensation) 
cannot be fulfilled now, 
maybe it can be in another 
50 years.” 

For Ms. Csiha the biggest 
re maining hurdle is the 
composition of an 18-to-20 
member foundation board 
with representatives from 
the government, Hungarian 
Jews and Jews from abroad. 

Gustav Zoltai, acting 
director of the Hungarian 
Jewish community group 
Mazsihisz, and Leslie 
Keller, local WJC represen- 
tative, declined to comment 
before this week’s meet- 
ings. 

Diplomats familiar with 
the negotiations said wran- 
gling among the Jews had 
played into the govern- 
ment’s hands. 

“It has allowed the gov- 
ernment to not give up as 
much as if the groups were 
united, and not look at the 
same time like they were 
trying to divide and con- 
quer,” one diplomat said. 

For the ageing holocaust 
survivors, the debate over 
the plan seems increasingly 
meaningless. 

‘It (the money we will 
get) wouldn’t be much of a 
help anyway,” said Dona 
Rozsnyai, who survived 
Dachau. “They would never 
be able to give as much as is 
needed.” 


Rifkind briefs Saudis 


International community failing to take responsibility 
for massive human rights violations in 1996 

AI’s Annual Report details human rights abuses in 146 countries 


(Continued from page 1) 

radio he did not condone last 
week's bombing. 

But he said the bombers 
had an “intellectually very’ 
strong case” and probably 
.believed that the U.S. had 
invaded Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Rifkind said of Mr 
Masaari: “I have little time 
for him or his beliefs. He is 
an unwelcome visitor in the 
U.K. He appeared to be con- 
doning these incidents in 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Hamas has no relation- 
ship with the marginal 
Islamic groups which 
would allow it to give use- 
ful information to Saudi 
officials,” he said. 

Mr. Abu Marzuk drew a 
distinction between Hamas 
operations and attacks car- 
ried out by Islamic groups 
in Arab stmes. The Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas “is a national liber- 
ation movement and we are 
resisting a coercive occupa- 
tion, but the actions (of fun- 
damentalist groups) in 
Algeria and Egypt are just 
politically desperate acts of 
violence.” 

Attacks like those serve 
only to “weaken the Arab 


(Continued from page I) 

violations on the Palestin- 
ian side. They are not doing 
enough” against terrorism. 

he said. 

“They have not surren- 
dered or extradited killers 
and Hamas leaders. We 
know what they are doing 
and they know that we 
know.” 

He said Israel had not yet 
decided whether to go 
ahead with the long- 
delayed army pullback 
from Hebron, the only West 
Bank town still under 
Israeli occupation. 


Khobar.” 

British sources said securi- 
ty is being reviewed for 
British Royal Air Force per- 
sonnel at Khobar, and at 
another major Saudi-allied 
base at Khamis Mushait, as 
well as for military advisors 
and liaison teams. 

Mr. Rifkind arrives in 
Aqaba today for a one-day 
visit and talks with King 
Hussein and Jordanian lead- 


governments while we need 
their support. They also 
weaken Islamic action and 
it is Israel which benefits,” 
Mr. Abu Marzuk added. 

The Hamas leader is cur- 
rently appealing a U.S. 
court decision to extradite 
him to Israel, where he is 
wanted in connection with 
a series of bomb attacks. 

Asked whether his possi- 
ble extradition could spark 
a new round of Islamic vio- 
lence in the U.S.. Mr. Abu 
Marzuk said it was “unlike- 
ly that Ham as’ position 
would change, as it refuses 
to take part in any opera- 
tions outside the occupied 
territories, on condition that 
Israel does not take part in 
operations against Hamas 
outside these territories.” 


“We are still studying 
this” he said. The army 
was to withdraw from four- 
fifths of the town on March 
28 but the redeployment 
was postponed after a string 
of Islamic suicide bomb- 
ings in Israel in February 
and March. 

On the closure of the 
Palestinian territories, 
imposed in February after 
the first suicide bombing, 
Mr. Netanyahu said: “The 
closure was forced upon 
Israel. We will decide 
regarding easing it or not 
accordingly.” 


Governments - worldwide- 
are signally failing to pre- 
vent massive human rights 
violations committed by 
other governments, often 
preferring to ignore suffer- 
ing in the search for profit. 
Amnesty International said 
as it released its 1996 
Annual Report 

The report — covering 
human rights abuses in 146 
countries during 1995 — 
details atrocities committed 
by governments and armed 
opposition groups, such as 
deliberate and indiscrimi- 
nate killings, torture and ill- 
treatment and “disappear- 
ances.” 

“The international com- 
munity all too often tries to 
wash its hands of these 
atrocities by claiming that 
they are ‘local affairs’ over 
which they have no influ- 
ence,” said Pierre Sand, sec- 
retary general of Amnesty 
International. “But who is 
ar min g and tr ainin g those 
committing the atrocities?” 

“The truth is that these 
same governments who 
deny responsibility are busy 
promoting and organising 
the export of military and 
security equipment to peo- 
ple who have shown time 
and time again that they use 
these weapons and devices 
to kill and torture their vic- 
tims.” 

The bloodshed in coun- 
tries such as Afghanistan, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Burundi was the most visi- 
ble illustration of human 
rights abuses committed 
during armed conflicts in 
1995, but violations also 
took place in prison cells 
and police stations from 
Colombia to China. 

“Responsibility for 
human rights abuses does 
not lie only with those who 
puD the trigger or apply the 
electric shock,” Mr. Sand 
said. “It also lies with those 
who supply the weapons 
and the tr ainin g needed to 
use them.” 

In its report. Amnesty 
International singles out 
governments including 
C hina, France, Germany, 
Russia, the United King- 
dom and the United States 
of America and some of 
their allies as “trading in 
terror,” but calls on all gov- 
ernments to prohibit the 
sale of military, security 
and police equipment to 
any state where there is evi- 
dence that it could be used 


-to commit human rights 
violations. 

In its Annual Report, 
Amnesty International 
details human rights viola- 
tions in 146 countries. Gov- 
ernment agents carried out 
extrajudicial executions or 
possible extrajudicial exe- 
cutions in 63 of these coun- 
tries, and people were 
known to have “disap- 
peared” in recent years, 
including 1995, in 49 coun- 
tries. At least 85 govern- 
ments jailed prisoners of 
conscience during the year. 

Government agents tor- 
tured or ill-treated 
detainees in 114 countries 
and in 54 countries 
detainees died as a result. 
Executions took place in 41 
and prisoners were sen- 
tenced to death in 58. 

Armed opposition groups 
were responsible for human 
rights abuses, including 
deliberate and arbitrary 
killings, torture and 
hostage-taking in 41 coun- 
tries in 1995. 

Africa 

In 1995, the number of 
refugees and intemally dis- 
placed people in Africa 
reached more than eight- 
and-a-half million people. 
The unresolved tensions 
underlying the genocide in 
Rwanda of 1994 and the 
continuing massacres com- 
mitted by both government 
forces and armed opposi- 
tion groups in Burundi and 
Rwanda exacerbated the 
ethnic tensions in Central 
Africa, while nearly two 
million Rwandese refugees, 
mostly Hutu, remained in 
exile in Burundi, Tanzania 
and Zaire. Amnesty 
International expressed 
concern that some of these 
refugees were forcibly 
retumed- 

Nigeria’s military govern- 
ment faced unprecedented 
international criticism of its 
human rights record in 
1995. Despite this, Ken 
Sara Wiwa and eight other 
members of the Ogoni eth- 
nic group were convicted of 
murder and executed in 
November, following judi- 
cial proceedings which 
were manifestly unfair. 

In positive steps taken to 
address the issue of impuni- 
ty for human rights viola- 
tors, Sooth Africa appoint- 
ed a commission to investi- 
gate “gross human rights 


abuses” committed between 
1960 and 1993. In Ethiopia, 
members of the former gov- 
ernment charged with com- 
mitting genocide and 
crimes against humanity 
were brought to trial. 

Americas 

Different patterns of 
impunity for perpetrators of 
human rights violations 
were present throughout 
Latin America and the cli- 
mate of impunity in which 
the security forces operated 
in Brazil, Colombia, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico 
and Peru meant that many 
sectors of the population 
were at risk. 

While the language of 
human rights has been 
almost universally adopted 
by governments, human 
rights violations were still 
taking place daily through- 
out the region. In Colom- 
bia, at least 1,000 people 
were extrajudicially execut- 
ed and more than 150 peo- 
ple “disappeared” after 
detention by the armed 
forces, the police or para- 
military groups, yet the 
armed forces continued to 
escape punishment for 
these violations. 

Torture and ill-treatment 
were widespread in almost 
all countries of the region. 
In Brazil, there was wide- 
spread evidence that torture 
remained a common 
method of extracting infor- 
mation from criminal sus- 
pects. In Mexico, extensive 
use of torture and ill-treat- 
ment by law enforcement 
agents continued to be 
reported, with dozens of 
people tortured during and 
immediately after foe oper- 
ations in Chiapas state. In 
Peru, complaints of torture 
by detainees suspected of 
“terrorism” continued to be 
received. In a single arrest 
in August in the Village of 
Chalhuayacu, 41 people 
were said to have been 
forced to sign a document 
in which they admitted to 
being “subversive.” 

Amnesty International 
remained concerned about 
foe increasing use of foe 
death penalty in foe United 
Stales of America, where 
56 prisoners were executed 
in 1995, foe highest number 
recorded since executions 
resumed in 1977. 

In Peru, where human 
rights abuses continued to 


be carried out by armed 
opposition groups, dozens 
of civilians were deliberate- 
ly and arbitrarily killed by 
foe Partido Comunista del 
Pena (PCP), (Communist 
Party of Peru), Sendero 
Luminoso (Shining Path). 

Asia/Padfic 

Torture and ill-treatment, 
often leading to deaths in 
custody, continued to be a 
major concern throughout 
foe region, with thousands 
of victims including 
women, children and 
human rights defenders 
reported. In China, torture 
of political and criminal 
detainees remained wide- 
spread, often to force con- 
fessions or to intimidate 
and punish prisoners, with 
many victims tortured with 
electro-shock weapons. 
Many people were impris- 
oned after blatantly unfair 
trials, including foe promi- 
nent dissident Wei Jing- 
sheng. who was given a 14- 
year sentence despite 
international condemna- 
tion. 

Twenty-one aboriginal 
people died in custody or 
during police operations in 
Australia — the highest 
number since records start- 
ed being kept in 1980 — 
and police reportedly con- 
tinued to harass relatives 
who were unwilling to 
accept official explanations 
and called for further inves- 
tigations. 

Armed opposition groups 
were responsible for wide- 
spread human rights abuses 
in foe region. In Sri Lanka, 
foe Liberation Tige rs of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were 
responsible for attacks on 
bofo Sinhalese and Tamil 
civilians. In one attack in 
May, 42 villagers, including 
at least 12 women and six 
children, were delib erately 
shot dead by LTTE forces. 
Armed opposition groups 
and government forces in 
India and Pakistan commit- 
ted human rights abuses 
including deliberate and 
arbitrary killings, torture 
and ill-treatment. 

Europe 

Armed conflicts contin- 
ued to be foe major source 
of human rights violations 
on a massive scale in 
Europe. In Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, Bosnian Serb 


forces ~ forcibly abducted 
thousands of people, many 
of whom were believed to 
have been deliberately and 
arbitrarily killed. 

Many non-Serb civilians 
were killed, raped and 
threatened during forcible 
expulsions from Bosnian 
Serb controlled territory. 
All sides in the conflict held 
hundreds of prisoners of 
conscience, most of whom 
were detained solely on 
account of their national 
group. Many detainees 
were reportedly tortured, 
ill-treated or made to per- 
form forced labour in dan- 
gerous conditions. 

Russian forces were 
responsible for widespread 
human rights violations 
during foe conflict in foe 
self-proclaimed Chechen 
Republic. These violations 
included possible indis- 
criminate killings of civil- 
ians, extrajudicial execu- 
tions, torture and ill-treat- 
ment and detention without 
trial. There were also 
numerous allegations of 
torture and ill-treatment in 
detention. In Tutkey, foe 
conflict between govern- 
ment forces and armed 
members of the secessionist 
Parti y a Kaikeren Kurdistan 
(PKK), Kurdish Labour 
Party, claimed 4,000 lives, 
including those of civilians, 
during the year. Reports of 
torture by police and gen- 
darmes were commonplace, 
and Amnesty International 
received an increased num- 
ber of reports of children 
subjected to torture. 

Armed opposition groups 
committed gross human 
rights abuses in the context 
of armed conflict in foe 
region. In June, forces loyal 
to Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev were 
reported to have killed at 
least 40 civilians and taken 
hundreds hostage in foe 
town of Budennovsk. PKK 
members were responsible 
for at least 60 deliberate 
and arbitrary killings in 
Turkey. 

Villagers armed and paid 
by the Turkish government 
to fight foe PKK and cap- 
tured by the PKK during 
the course of attacks were 
frequently killed, in some 
cases together with their 
extended families. 


Middle East/North 
Africa 

Armed internal conflicts 
and social and political 
unrest led to appalling 
human rights violations in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa. In Algeria, hun- 
dreds of people were 
known to have been extra- 
judicially executed by foe 
security forces and govern- 
ment-backed militias. 
Many were reportedly 
killed in their homes in 
front of their families, when 
they posed no lethal threat 
Hundreds of civilians were 
killed after being abducted, 
or deliberately and arbitrar- 
ily killed in targeted attacks 
and bomb explosions 
reported to have been car- 
ried out by armed opposi- 
tion groups defining them- 
selves as ‘Islamic groups.” 
More than 20 journalists 
were killed, most of them 
reportedly by aimed 
groups. 

In Saudi Arabia, foe judi- 
cial punishments of ampu- 
tation and flogging contin- 
ued to be imposed for a 
wide range of offences. The 
majority of the victims of 
such cruel methods were 
foreign nationals. At least 
11 people were sentenced 
to between 200 and 1,500 
lashes each; Mohammad 
Ali A1 Sayyid, an Egyptian 
national, was sentenced to 

4,000 lashes for burglary. 

In response to the outbreak 
of widespread protests calling 
for the restoration of democra- 
tic rights, the authorities in 
Bahrain arrested thousands of 
people, including women and 
children. Reports of torture of 
detainees were widespread. 

In Israel and the occupied 
territories, Palestinian 

detainees continued to be sys- 
tematically tortured or ill-treat- 
ed during interrogation by the 
General Security Service 
(GSS). The ministerial com- 
mittee which oversees the GSS 
allowed the shaking of 
detainees to continue and 
renewed, throughout the year, 
the extended use of secret 
guidelines effectively allowing 
tenure. In areas under the 
jurisdiction of the Palestinian 
National Authority, four peo- 
ple died in custody in circum- 
stances suggesting that torture 
may have contributed to their 
deaths. 


Rafsanjani pledges ‘friendly’ ties 

(Continued on page 7) 

described his talks with Bahraini officials as “positive , 
IRNA said. . . 

Mr. Sharaa “said foal foe regional tensions and misunoer- 
standings are due to foe provocations of outsiders and 
benefit foe enemies of foe Muslim countries . it adae ~ 

Mr. Velayati told Mr. Shania that boosting cooperation 
with neighbouring countries was among foe prmcip es o 
Iran’s foreign policy. CRNA said. * . 

Iran on Monday welcomed the mediation effort oi yn 
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Abu Marzouk denounces bombing 


Netanyahu: No land-for-peace 


Economy 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, July 3, 1996 




Egypt prepares for doubtful economic summit 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt is 
carrying on with prepara- 
tions for the third Middle 
East and North African eco- 
nomic summit even though 
the rightwing victory in 
Israeli elections means the 
gathering is unlikely to hap- 
pen. 

" “The preparations, which 
are already far advanced, 
are carrying on but we are 
hoping for a considerable 
improvement in the politi- 
cal climate to allow it to 
take place,” Choukri Fuad, 


the summit's coordinator, 
told AFP. 

The prime objective of 
the scheduled meeting on 
Nov. 12 and 14, which fol- 
lows in the footsteps of 
summits in Casablanca in 
1994 and Amman last year, 
is to build up fledgling eco- 
nomic ties between Israel 
and the Arab World. 

Israel has gradually shak- 
en off its pariah status with 
some Arab countries since 
it embarked on a flurry of 
peace negotiations with its 


Palestinian, Syrian, Jordan- 
ian and Lebanese neigh- 
bours. 

But the future of the 
peace process has been 
thrown into doobt by the 
election of hardline Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu whose policy 
statements have ruled out 
any further territorial con- 
cessions to the Arabs. 

Arab leaders meeting at a 
s ummi t in Cairo last month 
threatened to stop the nor- 
malisation of ties with 


Israel if Ml Netanyahu did 

not change his stance. 

“If it takes place, it is vital 
for the next economic sum- 
mit to be held amid 
favourable political condi- 
tions so that it is crowned 
with success,” said Mr. 
Faud. 

“Economic cooperation 
can be a solid base for 
peace in the Middle East 
We hope the fruits of this 
cooperation are appealing 
enough to convince Israel 
that the occupation of the 


territories is not the best 
way to reap rewards,” he 
added. 

Egypt is continuing logis- 
tical preparations for the 
meeting, albeit with one 
eye trained nervously on 
Mr. Netanyahu, and hotel 
rooms to accommodate the 
estimated 3,000 delegates 
that have already been 
booked near Cairo’s 
International Conference 
Centre. 


After bombing, U.S. interest in Saudi Arabia is still oil 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
State Department spoke- 
sman Nicholas Bums was 
blunt Monday in explain- 
ing why the United States 
considers U.S. -Saudi rela- 
tions so important: The 
Saudis have oil and the rest 
of the world needs it 
“The interests are quite 


clear,” Mr. Bums said at a 
briefing. “We have a very 
strong interest in the stable 
flow of petroleum from the 
Persian Gulf to western 
Europe, Japan and the Unit- 
ed Slates.” 

“And considering the fact 
that Saudi Arabia is the 
world's largest producer of 


oil on a daily basis, on an 
annual basis, that interest 
for our economy and the 
economy of our allies in 
Europe and in Japan is a 
vital national interest,” he 
said. 

“It has been declared to 
be so and has been deemed 
to be so by every American 


administration back into the 
late 1940s, and it’s indis- 
putable. And we will pro- 
tect those national inter- 
ests.” he stressed. 

In the aftermath of the 
June 25 truck bombing that 
killed 19 American service- 
men in the Saudi city of 
Dhahran, Ml Bums called 


relations with Saudi Arabia 
“among the most important 
that the United States has 
anywhere in the world.” 

He said the actions of “a 
few radicals, a few terror- 
ists” would not “drive the 
United States out of Saudi 
Arabia.” 


Tunisian plan says reform 
needed for higher growth 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia can 
raise economic growth to 
an average of 6.2 per cent a 
year between 1997 and 
2001 if it carries out more 
economic reforms, accord- 
ing to a draft five-year plan. 

The draft of Tlmisia’s 
ninth economic plan since 
independence in 1956, 
made available to Reuters, 
says that the higher growth 
can only be reached 
through increasing compet- 
itiveness of the economy 
and deepening reforms. 

The high-growth strategy 
is based on a modernisation 
programme with S750 mil- 
lion of World Bank financ- 
ing over the next three 
years to help the economy 
adapt to a free-trade zone 
agreement with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). 

“According to the sce- 
nario adopted, it is possible 
to realise an average 6.2 per 
cent growth during the 
ninth plan," the draft says. 

Tunisia’s economy grew 
an estimated 4.6 per cent a 
year — compared with a 


six per cent forecast — dur- 
ing 1987-1996, a period 
winch coincided with the 
implementation of a struc- 
tural adjustment pro- 
gramme approved by the* 
World Bank and the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

The draft says the govern- 
ment’s strategy must 
include the following poli- 
cies: 

— A faster opening up of 
the economy with the 
implementation of the free 
trade zone agreement with 
the EU which is to come 
into force this year. It 
means gradually removing 
the tariff barriers protecting 
locally manufactured goods 
from foreign competition. 

— Continuing monetary 
and financial reforms 
including the introduction 
of new domestic debt 
instruments, more steps 
toward freeing the interest 
rates, a modernisation of 
the banking system, further 
steps towards foil convert- 
ibility of the dinar, and a 


greater role for the foreign 
exchange market 

— Speeding up the pri- 
vatisation of state-owned 
companies and increasing 
public offers through the 
bourse. 

The draft envisages 
exports growing at 6.3 per 
cent per year over the next 
five years after an estimated 
6.7 per cent during the 
eighth plan. Inflation would 
be reduced to an average of 
3.9 per cent a year from five 
percent 

The current account 
deficit would fall to 2.2 per 
cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) from an 
average 3.9 per cent during 
the eighth plan. 

Foreign debt would drop 
to 44.7 per cent of GDP by 
the end of the plan from 51 
per cent in 1996. 

The final version of the 
plan is expected to be pre- 
pared by the end of tire year 
and adopted by parliament 
in early 1997. 



ACROSS 
1 "—we forger 
5 — Principle 
10 Norwegian king 
'14 Countertenor 

15 Part of Three 
little words" 

16 Falana of song 

17 Route to the 
top? 

20 Govt. org. 

21 Org. founded in 
1949 

! 22 Flower 
23 Lower, as 
I inventory 
; 25 Forest father 
j 27 Anacreontic kin 
: 28 Mascara, e.g. 

! 32 Roman tunic 
i 35 Hacienda room 
| 36 "A rose — 

I rose..." 

I 37 Down-sizing 
! result 
i 41 Coach 
! Parseghian 
[ 42 Did a take-off 
1 43 Musical pauses 
44 Guiding light 
47 Romaine 
j lettuce 
i 48 River duck 
j 49 Mail-order 
j manual 
j 53 Search 
j thoroughly 
56 Singer Tennille 
i 57 Paddle 
58 Post- 
employment 
package 

62 Lacquered 
metalware 

63 Was human 

64 Sword 

65 Gyms for the 
gentry 

66 — nova 

67 Confined 

DOWN 

1 Added liquor to 

2 Run away • 

3 Narrow band 

4 Pinnacle 

5 Freebooter 
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AB ngftts reserved. 

6 Gladden 

7 T raveler to Oz 

8 Mother of three 
sons 

9 Kinsman: abbr. 

10 Senectitude 

11 CAcity 

12 Mug drinks 

13 Diversify 

1 8 At another time 

19 Batman West 

24 Goof off 

25 Well-built 

26 Ruler 

28 Be solicitous 

29 Foulards 

30 “— it romantic?" 

31 Broadway hit 

32 Embossed 
emblem 

33 Poi source 

34 Toward the 
mouth 

35 Calyx division 

38 Pro — 

39 Amatory 

40 Tableland 
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45 Musical works 

46 Withered 

47 Paul Anka's 
homeland 

49 Centers 

50 Jeweler’s glass 

51 Made of grain 

52 Welcome 


53 Friday and York: 
abbr. 

54 Henhouse 

55 Spicy stew 

56 Sea dogs 

59 Bird beak 

60 Money player 

61 Wise 


Poll : French, Germans, 
and even Belgians 
oppose single currency 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
British, the Germans, the 
French and even the Bel- 
gians, are all opposed to the 
introduction of a single 
European currency, accord- 
ing to a poll published by 
the Independent newspaper 

Tbe question put .by the 
Harris Polling Institute 
was: “Should there be a sin- 
gle European currency with 
key decisions on interest 
rates' and monetary policy 
taken by a new European 
central bank?” 

This is a more detailed 
question than the one put 
by the European Commis- 
sion in its regular polls on 
monetary union, toe Inde- 
pendent commented, and it 


elicited a radically different 
response, especially in 
France and Belgium. 

Out of 516 Belgians 
polled, 50 per cent said 
“no” to a single currency 
compared to 40 per cent 
“yes". 

In France, where 1,032 
people were questioned, 55 
per cent opposed monetary 
union against 43 per cent in 
favour, while of the 910 
Germans polled, 70 per 
cent rejected the euro with 
just 29 per cent supporting 
the move to a single curren- 
cy. 

Unsurprisingly, tbe 
British, with a poll of l ,025 
people, were 78 per cent 
against tbe abolition of the 
pound. 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Glasbergen 
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‘If s not the walking that keeps 
golfers fit, if s the tantrums ” 


Oil deal with U.N. 
stabilising Iraqi dinar 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
oil deal with the United 
Nations is bringing stability 
to the battered local curren- 
cy and prices of essential 
commodities for the first 
time since 1990. 

A steady currency is also 
encouraging the govern- 
ment to overlook inhibi- 
tions on tbe possession and 
circulation of hard cash in 
Iraq. Traders and business- 
men in Shoija. tbe coun- 
try’s commercial hub. now 
openly conclude deals in 
U.S. dollars. 

“They (authorities) have 
never been so tolerant as 
they are now” said one 
trader. “We now carry our 
dollars in the same way as 
we cany our dinars." 

Several Iraqis carried 
sacks foil of dinars as they 
left an exchange house in 
Baghdad’s Saadoun Street 
Peering over tbe famous 
Nasr (victory) Square in 
Baghdad are two huge 
posters, one for the pound 
sterling and tbe other for 
tbe U.S. dollar. 

“It is probably a sign of 
new times. I could not 
imagine to have those pic- 
tures at a sensitive area in 
Baghdad even two years 
ago," said a passer-by. 

Inside A1 I’timad Exc- 
hange a sign-board gave 
Monday’s rates for the U.S. 
dollar, tbe Jordanian dinar 
and other foreign curren- 
cies. 

The government’s relax- 
ation of rules on the ciicu- # 
lation of hard cash has 
almost led to tbe demise of 
once a thriving black mar- 
ket in Baghdad. About 40 
government-licensed exc- 
hange bouses now give 


rates equivalent or dose to 
those offered by kerb deal- 
ers. On Monday the U.S. 
dollar fetched about 1,000 
dinars at official exchange 
offices. *Tt (dollar) could be 
a bit higher on the black 
market but it is safer to 
change your money at a 
licensed office,” another 
trader said. In foe past, kerb 
dealers and traders in foe 
exchange business risked 
harsh penalties ranging 
from long prison terms to 
amputations. 

Prior to U.N. trade sanc- 
tions, imposed on Iraq for 
its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, foe dinar was an 
oil-backed currency worth 
$3.1. 

When Iraq entered talks 
with U.N. on partial oil 
sales early in tbe year tbe 
dollar was worth mope than 
3,000 dinars. 

The two sides signed tbeir 
oil- for- food deal in May 
under which Baghdad is 
permitted to sell $2 billion 
worth of crude in six 
months. The deal stimulat- 
ed the government to liber- 
alise foreign exchange and 
is now striving hard not to 
put tbe dinar again at foe 
mercy of black market 
speculators. The dinar wea- 
thered Iraq’s last month 
standoff with U.N. 
weapons inspectors. In tbe 
past the volative currency 
would decline sharply 
against the U.S. dollar dur- 
ing crises with the U.N. 
Security Council over 
inspection of key facilities. 

The oil deal has also 
helped stabilise prices of 
essential commodities 
based cm the dinar-dollar 
exchange rate. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and MkvArgirion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordnary words. 
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COLLIDING WITH 
A SOC* TRUCK 
CAN PO THE- 
TO TRAFFIC, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form (he surpKse answer, as sug- 
gested by this above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: ONION ERASE HARDLY STUPID 
I Answer What a sun bather can draw at the beach — 
AUNE" IN THE SAND 


Peanuts 



I DON T KNOUL.IT'S JUST 
SOMETHING EVERYONE IN 
OUR FAMILY ALWAYS SAID.. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY JULY 3, 

1996 ^ 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 

'Astrologer, Carroll 
Rigkter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You want to get 
some home affair straight- 
ened out today, however, 
later a letter or telephone 
call may require your 
attention to get the right 
results. Ibis evening can 
be spent with some 
knowledgeable person in 
career activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) While malrfqg 
out reports in the morning 
today, you may be inter- M 
rupted m order to handle a V 
monetary matter which 
concerns your loved ones. 

This evening will be good 
for meeting with fellow 
associates and handling 
any tasks 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You are making 
plans to gain your secret 
aims today, however, a 
fellow associate has a dif- 
ficulty and needs your 
assistance, so give’ it 
Later this evening will be 
good for spending some 
quality with your loved 
ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22. to July 21) You 
have planned to see your 
friends today, however, a 
private affair concerning 
your loved ones turns up 
which causes you to go in 
a different direction. This 
evening you can seek out 
tbe advice of some knowl- 
edgeable person. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You have various 
methods of gaining the 
favour of a bigwig today, 
however,- a close friend 
needs help to solve a bad 
difficulty. Later this 
evening you should seek 
out the advice of some 
bigwig and gain his or her 
support 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Concen- 
trate on your friends who 
can be of help to you 
today, however, before 
you can reach them, a 
civic matter involving a 
loved one arises which 
must be dealt with quick 
so there can be harmony 
in your residence. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You have 
some worldly affairs 

which require your atten- _ 

tion today, however, first Mr Harajli 
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introduce a new contact to 
a good friend and see if 
they hit it off. Tonight will 
be good for relaxing at 
home fat the next few 
days could be hectic. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You 
want to rush right into 
new activities today 
which could propel you 
forward, however, first 
you have to study every 
angle and be sure that ail 
of your actions are correct 
and will make you suc- 
cessful. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Before you try to 
reach greater accord with 
your mate today, settle an 
undertaking with fellow 
associate. This evening 
can be good for complet- 
ing a new project wnich 
you have just been given 
and which has to be com- 
pleted quickly. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) You are 
anxious to come to a fine 
understanding with an 
emotional fellow associ- 
ate today, however, you 
have to attend to some 
practical matter. Later this 
evening you can follow 
through with some infor- 
mation you are given. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You nave 
many career activities 
ahead of you today, how- 
ever, first clear up some 
difficulty with your loved 
ones which can be a hin- 
drance. This evening will 
be good for going out on 
the town and seeing close 
friends. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You may have 
to wait a while for enter- 
tainment since you first 
have to handle a situation 
at home which is impor- 
tant and concerns some- 
one in your home. Later 
tonight you can be with 
your loved ones and enjoy 
this time together. 

Birthstone of Joly : 
Ruby — Tiger’s Eye . 
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Business & Finance 

At least 447 individuals, families in the world 
are worth a minimum $lbillion each 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Five of (he w Grid’s wealthi- 
est individuals live and 
work in Asia, Forbes maga- 
zine reported Monday in its 
normal ranking of 
international billionaires. 

“America is still home to 
a third of the world’s bil- 
Iion-doilar fortunes, 149, 
bat Asia is growing fast,” 
Forbes said in a statement 
announcing the list, which 
is to appear in the July 15 
edition of the magazine. 

"There are now 41 Japan- 
ese billionaire fortunes, and 
82 more non-Japanese As- 
ian billionaire fortunes — 
including 20 from Hong 
Kong. So Asia, which was 
largely a backward area at 
the end of World War n, is 
now home to 2S per cent of 
the world’s great fortunes” 
the magazine said 


Major Arab 
highway 
delayed over 
funding 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Plans 
for the construction of a 
highway linkin g Lebanon 
to other Arab countries 
have been delayed as the 
government and a French 
consortium seek the neces- 
sary funds. Public Works 
Minister Ali Harajli has 
said. Mr. Harajli, in com- 
ments published by As 
Safir daily, said Lebanon 
bad hoped to sign the con- 
tract with GTM Dumez- 
Bouygues in June but plans 
were pushed back by three 
months. “Bouygues and 
Dumez are trying to 
finalise their technical 
studies and an international 
financial package. They 
need three more months to 
be ready,” Mr. Harajli said. 

“Work will be launched 
at the start of 1997 because 
time is also needed to 
finalise Lebanon’s finan- 
cial participation in the 
project, which stands at 
$200 million” Mr. Harajli 
said. Under the deal, the 
French construction giants 
would build a 62- kilome- 
tre-long toll highway 
between Beirut arid the 
border with Syria, further 
east. 

It also includes the con- 
struction of a 13-kilometre 
ringroad around the 
Lebanese capital. 

In the long-term the pro- 
ject is aimed at linking 
Beirut port, one of the most 
active in the region, with 
Syria, Jordan, Iraq and 
Arab Gulf states in a bid to 
strengthen trade relations 
and bolster the transit of 
goods. 


For tfie second year in a 
row, the Forbes list was 
topped by Bill Gates, 
founder of computer soft- 
ware producer Microsoft, 
and Warren Buffett, head of 
the investment firm Berk- 
shire Hathaway. 

Forbes said Ml Crates in 
the past year bad boosted 
ins net worth by $5.1 bil- 
lion to $18 billion, as 
Microsoft stock rose 40 per 
cent Mr. Buffett’s net 
worth went up $4.6 billion 
to $153 billion. 

In third place was Paul 
Sacher of the Swiss phar- 
maceutical firm Roc be, 
with net worth of $13.1 bil- 
lion. 


The leading Asian billion- 
aire was Lee Shau Kee, 
$12.7 billion, a Hong 
Kong-based real estate 
executive whose Henderson 
Land Development Compa- 
ny has seen the value of its 
shares increase sevenfold in 
six years. 

In fifth place on the top 10 
was Taiwanese insurer Tsai 
Wan-Lin with $123 billion. 
Forbes said the stock of his 
Cathay Life Insurance 
Company rose 50 per cent 
in April after Morgan Stan- 
ley announced it was con- 
sidering adding Taiwan to 
its global stock indexes. 

Another Hong Kong real 
estate tycoon, Li Ka-Shing, 


$10.6 billion, occupied 
sixth place. He is now 
repeated to be investing in 
container peats, power 
plants and other projects in 
China, according to Forbes. 

Japanese property devel- 
oper Yoshiaki Tsutsumi, 
$93 billion, was seventh on 
the list Once the world’s 
richest individual, be has 
lost ground in the face of 
falling Japanese property 
prices. 

Eighth and ninth places 
went to Microsoft cofo- 
under Paul Allen, $73 bil- 
lion, and Canadian media 
magnate Kenneth Thomp- 
son, $7.4 billion. 

In 10th place on die 


Forbes list was another 
Asian billionaire, real estate 
developer 'Em Yu of the 
Philippines, $7 billion. 

Fortes, said there were 
now at least 447 individuals 
or families in the world 
with a net worth of at least 
$1 billion, an increase over 
388 last year. They have a 
combined net worth of 
more than one trillion. 

Meanwhile, the Business 
Week ma gazine reported 
Monday that General Elec- 
tric of the United States, 
Royal Dutch Shell of the 
Netberlands-Britain and the 
Japanese fi rm NTT are the 
world's top three compa- 
nies in terms of market 
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value. The magazine esti- 
mated General Electric to 
be worth $1373 billion 
while (he value of Royal 
Dutch Shell was put at 
$1283 billion and that of 

NTT at $115.7 billion. 

With 422 companies 
among the 2,000 most valu- 
able firms in the world, the 
United States confirmed its 
position as the world busi- 
ness leader this yean 

Among the top 20 compa- 
nies, 12 are from the United 
States, six are from Japan, 
(me is from Switzerland and 
one is from the Nether- 
lands -Britain. After NTT, 
the leading Japanese firms 
are Bank of Tokyo- Mit- 
subishi, Toyota Motor, Fuji 
Bank, Sumitomo Bank and 
the Industrial Bank of 
Japan. 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, July 3, 1996 9 


Banker : 90s witnessed 
harshest economic crises 

This is the first of a three-pan coverage of a lecture, entitled: 
" The Jordanian economy between reality and hopes" given by 
Wasef Azar, general manager of the Business Bank, at the 
Orthodox Club. 

** “NO MATTER what we say about structural imbalances in 
the Jordanian economy, the largest and main imbalance is the 
disequilibrium between the population growth and the increase 
in resources or production capacity,” Wasef Azar said in a lec- 
ture this week He noted that “We avoid to mention this imbal- 
ance and we dreadfully keep circling around it.” 

Ml Azar, who headed the phosphate company for a number of 
years and is highly regarded in the business community, said 
that Jordan has historically witnessed many economic crises 
but the one facing the Kingdom in the 90s is the hardest of all 
especially as it is accompanied by a stifling social crisis in die 
forms of poverty and unemployment 
He criticised the economic adjustment programme for concen- 
trating on the rectification of imbalances in the trade balance, 
balance of payments and the budget. He said that although the 
emphasis was on eliminating the structural imbalance 1 ; in tH* 
production activity and on developing this process to boost 
exports, both the programme and the government did not give, 
since the late 80s. any attention to the requirements of active: 
mg investments, upgrading production and creating employ- 
ment opportunities for the Jordanian workforce. As such, he 
added, instead of solving the economic problems, the pro- 
gramme remedied some and created at the same time new ones 
that deepened under the influence of other factors. 
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| Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 

Amra Hotel Shop^?; 
6th circle, Amman J- 



FOR RENT 

- 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second floor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

- An office 150 sq.m, 
with 2 telephone lines in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Teh 810605, 810609 
Fax: 81 0520 
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ll 
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FOR RENT 


aDEZR GHOBAR-2O0MFROM 
TEE FRENCH SCHOOL. 

A HEX POLL FLOOR (300+ M 
SQ.) JN A 2 STORT VILLA; 
WIDE TERRACE. A MASTER 
BfR WITH WAIL-IN CLOSET, 2 
BjJCs, 3 BATHROOMS, FAMILY 
ROOM. SPACIOUS SALON 4 
DINING ROOM. LARGE OAK 
KITCHEN. BUILT IN CLOSETS 
ALL OVER THE BOOSE. OWN 
ENTRANCE, CAR PARK. 

BYBLOS RIAL ESTATE 

V TEL 829682/3 ^ 
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Rental Simple 
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io Sports 

Bomb scare puts Atlanta 
security to test 


ATLANTA (R) — Olympic Games security 
went on red alert on Monday after two sus- 
picious packages were found near the 
Atlanta athletes’ village during a ceremony 
in the complex attended by semor state, city 
and Olympic officials. 

The scare turned out to be a false alarm, 
but anti-nuclear protesters said it highlight- 
ed the potential risk of attack on an ageing 
nuclear reactor in the middle of the village 
which becomes home to ath l et es from 197 
this month. 

A bomb squad was called to inspect a 
suitcase and a box found during a 
sweep of the campus of the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. 

'The items were examined and found to 
be harmless,” the Atlanta Committee for foe 
Olympic Games (ACOG) said in a terse 
statement. 

The scare came as security forces were in 
the process of mounting their first day of 
full-scale protection of the campus where 
some 14,000 athletes and officials will stay. 

It also took place as Atlanta Mayor BUI 
Campbell, Georgia Gov. Zell Miller and 
ACOG Chief Billy Payne were attending a 
ceremony to mark foe village’s official 
opening. 

There was no sign of increased security or 
foe bomb scare during the ceremony, which 


was attended by 200 journalists. 

Tbe village, in the centre of Atlanta, is 
guarded by a 10-foot (three-metre) high 
chain link fence topped by razor wire and 
electric fencing. 

Details of foie incident remained sketchy, 
with Atlanta city police saying the box and 
suitcase bad been discovered not in the 
Olympic village but in a retirement home 
near the Georgia Tech campus. 

Terrorist bombings in Saudi Arabia, 
Oklahoma City and Manhattan have made 
Olympic security officials hypersensitive to 
the potential for an attack during tbe 
Games, which begin on July 19. 

Anti-nuclear protesters said Monday’s 
scare confirmed their worst fears of disaster 
during the games because of a ageing 
nuclear reactor situated in tbe middle of the 
village. 

ACOG and Georgia Tech officials say 
they have removed the fuel rods from foe 
reactor core to make the area safe for ath- 
letes, but anti-nuclear protesters say there 
was still a huge radioactive inventory on 
site. 

“We are sweating blood,” said anti- 
nuclear campaigner Pamela Blockey- 
O’Brien. “This aged dump of a nuclear 
complex in the heart of Olympic venues is 
a prime terrorist target” 


Christie faces Olympic dress 
rehearsal in Lausanne 


LAUSANNE (R) — 

Linford Christie, now com- 
mitted to defending his 100 
metres title at this month's 
Olympics Games, will learn 
on Wednesday whether he 
still has the speed, power 
and nerve to destroy his 
rivals. ■ 

Christie, who confirmed 
his participation in Atlanta 
Monday, steps on to one of 
the fastest tracks on the cir- 
cuit in Lausanne to take on 
a field which -includes the 
quickest men in the busi- 
ness. It may take a world 
record to win. 

Together with Christie, 
Canada’s world champion 
Donovan Bailey, American 
champion Dennis Mitchell 
and Frankie Fredericks, the 
fastest man in die world this 
year, are all scheduled to 
appear at Europe’s second 
richest meeting. 

American Leroy Burrell 
set the world record of 9.85 
at the track two years ago. 
His mark could be in danger 
in what is effectively a dress 
rehearsal for foe Olympic 
final The ingredients are all 
there for a fantastic race. 

All the athletes know 
what it is like to go under 10 
seconds. There is big 
money and major pride at 


stake with tbe Olympic 
Games looming. All that is 
needed is a calm, warm 
weather to provide perfect 
conditions for sprinting. 

Christie has been able to 
go into races this season 
feeling relaxed in tbe 
knowledge that he had not 
committed himself to 
Atlanta and he could always 
say he was only running for 
fun. 

All dial changes on 
Wednesday. The 36-year- 
old is there to be shot aL 

“All season my rivals 
have been saying I’m going 
but they were probably hop- 
ing at the back- of their 
minds that I jyouldn’t/’be 
said. “Of course 1 believe I 
can win it (in Atlanta). 

The Lausanne meeting is 
one of Christie’s maun tests 
before the Games. He com- 
petes at die golden four 
meeting in Oslo Friday and 
completes his preparations 
in London on July 12. 

The other highlight of tbe 
meeting is American 
Michael Johnson who will 
attempt to break the world 
400 metres record. 

Johnson slashed Pietro 
Mennea’s 17-year-old 
world 200 metres record at 
die U.S. Olympic trials last 


month and has now set his 
sights on feUow-American 
Butch Reynolds’s mark of 
43.29 seconds set in Zurich 
eight years ago. 

Johnson has tuned his fit- 
ness this year for a unique 
200-400 metres double at 
the Olympics. But while be 
has obviously needed to 
work hard on his short work 
for tbe 200, the American 
feels Ms stamina for tbe 400 
is as sharp as ever. 

“The 400 record could 
go,” be said. Tm really 
looking forward to going 
out there and running just 
for fun. They gave me a 
couple of bottles of cham- 
pagne after the 200 and I 
said I wasn’t going to open 
them until I broke die world 
record in the 400 ” 

World champion Gwen 
Torrence takes on Nigerian 
Mary Onyali in the 
women’s 100 metres while 
Olympic 400 metres hur- 
dles gold medallist sally 
Gunnell faces her toughest 
test of the season against 
Americans Kim Batten and 
Tonya Buford. 

Both women broke 
Gunnell’s world record at 
last year’s Gothenburg 
World Championships. 


Piazza, 
Griffey 
leading 
vote-getters 
for All-Star 
Game 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Los Angeles Dodgers 

catcher Mike Piazza and 
Seattle Mariners outfielder 
Ken Griffey head the list of 
starters named Monday for 
the Major League Baseball 
All-Star Game. 

Piazza, the National 

League’s leading hitter and 
heart of tbe division-lead- 
ing Dodgers, led all NL 
players in votes 

(2^72,115) for foe first 
time in his careen The 
fourth-time all-star outdis- 
tanced hims elf from 1995 
votes leader, outfielder 
Barry Bonds of the San 
Frandsco Giants. 

Griffey led all American 
League vote-getters for tbe 
fourth time and the majors 
fra* the second time with 
3,064,814 votes. 

Joining Piazza in foe NL 
infield are Atlanta Braves 
first baseman Fred McGriff 
(1,358,094), Houston 

Astros second baseman 
Craig Biggio (1,241,228), 
Cincinnati Reds shortstop 
Barry Larkin (1,085,711) 
and Giants third baseman 
Matt Williams (958,422). 

Tony Gwynn of the San 
Diego Padres (1,485,693) 
and Dante Bichette of tbe 
Colorado Rockies 

(980,802) round out tbe 
outfield. 

Joining Griffey as start- 
ing al outfielders are Albert 
Belle (1,692,409) and 
Kenny Lofton (1337,252) 
of the Cleveland Indians. 

Baltimore’s Brady 
Anderson, who placed 
fourth with 1,153,904 
votes, is the likely replace- 
ment to staff fra Griffey. . . 

The Orioles* Cal Ripken 
junior, who starts for tbe 
12th time, beads foe al 
infield with 2350375 
votes. He is joined by 
teammate and second base- 
man Roberto Alomar 
(2,153,993), Chicago 
White Sox first baseman 
Frank Thomas (1315,690), 
New Yotk Yankees foiid 
baseman . Wade Boggs 
(1382,767) and Texas 
Rangers catcher Ivan 
Rodriguez (1,441,920). 

Alomar will make his 
fifth start, Thomas his 
third, Boggs bis 10th and 
Rodriguez Ms fourth. 


England launch bid to host 
World Cup in 2006 


LONDON (AFP) — 
England launched its bid 
to bring tbe World Cup to 
its shores in 2006 late 
Monday following the 
success of Euro 96, with 
the Football Association 
aiming to rival a bid by 
Germany. 

“It’s the next logical 
step for us,” said cMef 
executive Graham Kelly. 
“Nobody can question 
any longer our ability to 
stage the biggest sporting 
events in the world.” 

UEFA President 
Lennart Johansson, 
impressed by “a new 
spirit of tolerance” in the 
last three weeks, met 
with Kelly during the day 
to discuss England’s can- 
didature — wMch could 
net the FA a 50 million 
pound (S75 million ) 
jackpot 

As tbe potential next 
bead of world governing 
body FIFA in 1998, the 


Swede’s support would 
be vital 

Earlier, National 
Heritage Secretary 

Virginia Bottomley told 
tbe House of Commons 
that the British govern- 
ment would support a bid 
from tbe English Football 
Association “in every 
way possible”. 

She praised the “phe- 
nomenal success” of 
Euro 96 and added: “To 
have the World Cup 
would be a great triumph 
and a great day for 
Britain” 

But tbe first battle will 
be to persuade the 

Germans, World Cup 

hosts in 1974, to step 
aside and concentrate 
instead on bidding for the 
European 

ChampionsMps in 2004. 
“One of our earliest 

actions will be to speak to 
the German FA and 
advise them that we are 


entering the arena,” says 
Kelly. 

“We could compete 
against each other but I 
know UEFA would not 
want that,” says Kelly. 
“They would see it as 
money wasted — you’re 
talking millions of 
pounds to canvass 
national associations, put 
up banners all over tbe 
place and adverts in 
every paper." 

The FA must now form 
an organising committee 
with Kelly admitting: 
“We have to do a lot of 
groundwork between 
now and 1998 when 
FIFA will be canvassing 
bids." 

But he believes that the 
success of Euro 96 can 
give an English or a 
shared tournament with 
Scotland or Wales a head 
start 

“ The behaviour of the 
fans has been a major 


plus and a big talking 
point within UEFA cir- 
cles,” says Kelly. 

“The way the English 
fans rallied round behind 
the team made those 
matches at Wembley very 
special To see the fans 
intermingling and mixing 
outside the ground was 
tremendous. 

“Football came home. 
The En glan d te am, 
inspired by Terry 
Variables and his staff, 
were a credit to the nation 
and themselves. 

The German team were 
proud winners and we 
congratulate them. 

“Now foe time has 
come to move ahead 
swiftly. That’s why I’ll be 
making my recommenda- 
tion on a World Cup bid 
with huge and justified 
enthusiasm.” 
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Probable US. Olympic Gymnastics coach Bela Karolyi spots his star pupil Kerri Strug as she competes on the 
uneven bars on her way to winning third place in the US. Women’s Olympic Gymnastic team trials and a spot 
on the U8. Olympic team going to foe 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, during the final day of the trials in 
Boston (Reuters photo) 


Thousands welcome German heroes home 


FRANKFURT (R) — 

Europe’s new soccer cham- 
pions, Germany, returned 
home on Monday to a rap- 
turous reception from thou- 
sands of flag-waving fans 
who packed Frankfurt's 
town centre to welcome 
their sporting heroes. 

Some 30,000 supporters 
filled foe historic 
Roemerberg Square to see 
foe players, who led the 
crowd in singing “we are 
die champions”. 

From foe balcony of tbe 
town hall the exhausted- 
looking team members, 
showing signs of a hard 
night’s celebrations, held 
aloft the Henri Delaunay 
trophy to the roars of foe 
delirious crowd. Tbe play- 
ers then performed a 
Mexican wave. 

“It’s coming home, foot- 
ball's coming borne,” sang 
striker Juergen Klinsmann, 


giving his own hoarse ren- 
dition of the tournament 
theme song in celebration of 
Germany’s third European 
championship. 

Klinsmann, who came 
back from injury to captain 
foe Germans to victory in 
Sunday’s final, apologised 
for Ms poor tenor voice, 
which he said was feeling 
foe strain from a night of 
celebration. 

“I’m very proud of 
Germany, and I think we are 
going to win tbe World Cup 
next,” said Christian 
Bordasch, a 12-year-old 
from Hanau, near Frankfurt 

“This is wonderful, tbe 
best atmosphere in 
Frankfurt since we won the 
World Cup in 1990,” said 
Oswald Zoettlein, a munici- 
pal official. 

“The reception is totally 
overwhelming,” said 
match-winner ' Oliver 


Bierhoff, who scored both 
German goals in their 2-1 
win over Czech Republic. 

Andreas Moeller, who 
missed the final through 
suspension, said: “It was 
really fun. It is a great thing 
to be here in Frankfurt and 
to get a reception like this.” 

German manager Berti 
Vogts endeared himself to 
foe crowd when he pushed 
13-year-old Matthias Jakob 
in Ms wheelchair into tbe 
circle of team players to 
obtain autographs. 

Every aspect of tbe team's 
arrival in Germany was 
broadcast live on television, 
including the 30-minute bus 
ride from Frankfurt airport 
to foe town centre where 
supporters had been waiting 
before tbe plane had landed. 

Tbe players were wel- 
comed at the airport by the 
mayor of Frankfurt but sup- 
porters were encouraged to 


Ferrari fight for second best in World Championship 


MILAN (AFP) — Ferrari 
have already lost the World 
ChampionsMp, but they 
will continue to fight for 
(Ms season’s runners-up 
slot, team chief Jean Todt 
insisted on Tuesday. 

Todt, tbe Frenchman 
drafted in by Ferrari three 
years ago from Peugeot’s 
racing division, was putting 
a brave face on his team’s 
dismal performances in 
recent weeks. 

In Sunday’s debacle at the 
French Grand Prix, Michael 
Schumacher's engine blew 
on tbe parade lap and Eddie 
Irvine’s gearbox went after 
five laps. Only one Ferrari 
has actually crossed the fin- 
ishing line in the last four 
races. 



‘'Williams will win the 
championship, and we will 
fight for second place, mak- 
ing substantial progress 
along the way,” Todt 
declared. “The World 
Championship did not fin- 
ish at Magny Cours. 

You’ll see.” 

Todt admitted he was 
under pressure, but said: “I 
knew when I chose Ferrari 
that I could easily go from 
sunshine to bell. But I have 
the support of my chief, my 
drivers and my squad. We 
are united. 

“Tbe atmosphere here is 
tense at the moment, but 
■Ferrari are destined to 
return to tire top. If I didn't 
believe (hat, I would already 
have left. We just need time. 


“Today, there’s the 
Williams. But we are ahead 
of the other challengers, and 
we’re the only ones who 
build their own engine and 
chassis. 

“We try to improve things 
for every race, but there are 
always problems and we 
knew that 1996 would be a 
difficult year.” 

Todt was also under 
scrutiny for the tail-fins of 
the Ferraris in France. 

On Irvine’s car, it was 
15cm too high during prac- 
tice and tbe Ulsterman was 
relegated to the back of the 
grid. On Schumacher’s car. 
which won pole position, it 
was found to be foe correct 
height when inspected. 

“We’ve done so many 


things to improve the per- 
formance, and we’re the 
only constructor to build 
everything ourselves ami 
challenge the supremacy of 
the Williams 

Summing up, he told the 
Gazzetta Dello Sport; 
“From one point of view, 
we have made progress. Our 
VI 0, just to take one exam- 
ple, is excellent But every- 
thing is judged on what's 
happened in foe last min ute. 

“If we get pole position, 
we’re the best If 
Schumacher breaks down, 
we’re the worst and I ought 
to resign. What would be 
better, would be if people 
accepted our qualities and 
our limitations.” 
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[azireh’s ba 
leave for / 


stay in the city centre for 
fear of chaos in tbe arrivals 
hall. 

Many of the players, 
including iibero Matthias 
Sammer • and defender 
Dieter HOts, had to limp 
down the gangway nursing 
the injuries which briefly 
threatened to leave the team 
without a full complement 
of players for the finaL 

Goalkeeper Andreas 
Koepke, whose penalty save 
took Germany through the 
semifinal against England, 
carried the championship 
trophy off the aircraft 
together with Ms young 
daughter. 

For part of foe flight from 
London, the Lufthansa jet 
was escorted by a guard of 
honour of air force Tornado 
fighter planes. 
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John Travolta and Gene 
HackmanJn 

Get Shorty 

'Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Layla Alawi...in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5:00 6:30, 8:30, 
10:30 




CONCORD “1” 

* Abu Al Dahab 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10.30 

concord"*?” 

‘Specialist 

Show: 6:15. 10:30 

* That Night 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 
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Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Premier League resumes today 


Date rewrites history books; Pierce, Pioline 


Wihdat meet Shabab Al Hussein. Jazireh take on Al Faisali 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Following a 
two-week break, the King- 
dom’s _ Premier League 
competition resumes 
Wednesday when tidehold- 
ers Al Wihdat play new- 
comers Shabab Al Hussein 
in tbe first of this week's 
five matches. 

The rest of tbe marches 
will be played Thursday 
and Friday after the Jordan 
Soccer Federation (JSF) 
issued a new timetable 
rescheduling all games to 
be held three days a week 
instead of the earlier deci- 
sion to hold matches on Fri- 
days only. 

Tbe competition had 
lacked off June 20 but was 
baited for the past two 
weeks while the JSF met 
with participating club offi- 
cials to discuss this sear 
son’s competition. 

First week results came 
as follows: 

Fdisali - Ahli 1-0 

Wihdat- Jazireh 2-1 
Ramtba-S.Hnssein 2-0 
Qadissieh-Qoqazi 2-1 
Hussein-Kufrsoum 0-0 
The first leg of the com- 
petition will now conclude 
Sept 20. 

Al Wihdat: The titlebold- 
ers for the past two years 
are on a rebound from their 
recent disappointing results 
in die Arab Cap Winners’ 
Cap which they hosted last 
month . They won their first 
n«trh 2-1 over Al Jazireh 
in the opening week and 
have relatively easy oppo- 
nents in Shabab Al Hussein 
today. 

Al Faisali : Following 
their historic second place 


finish in the Cup Winners’ 
Cup in which they became 
the first Jordanian team to 
qualify for the finals, Al 
Faisali look towards an 
impressive showing thie 
season. They won the first 
of the season’s titles when 
they won the Cup Winners’ 
Cup with a 1-0 win over Al 
Wihdat earlier in the yean 
They beat Al Ahli 1-0 in the 
first match and next face 
Kufrsoum Thursday. 

Al Ramtha: A third place 
finisher last year , they won 
tire second of this year’s 
titles when they beat Al 
Hussein to win the Federa- 
tion Shield earlier thi s 
month. They beat Shabab 
Al Hussein 2-0 in their first 
match and next face Al 
Qadissieh Thursday. 

Al Hussein: While their 
first and only major title 
was the Shield in 1994, Al 
Hussein have in recent 
years become a strong con- 
tender only to falter in tbe 
final rounds and finis h 
among the top teams with- 
out actually getting a shot 
at the title. They were held 
to a 0-0 draw with Kufr- 
soum in the first week and 
next face newcomers Al 
Qoqazi Friday. 

Al Ahli : One of the veter- 
an teams of the league, they 
only managed to avoid rel- 
egation with a good show- 
ing in the final weeks of 
last year’s tournament. Al 
Ahli lost to Al Faisali in the 
first week and next play 
Kufrsoum Thursday. 

Kufrsoum: For the past 
seasons, they showed rela- 
tive consistency by merely 
holding on to their place in 
the Premier League. They 
were held to a goalless 


draw against Al Hussein in 
the first match and next 
face Al Ahli Thursday . 

Al Qadissieh: A team that 
has ended up closer to tbe 
bottom of the league in past 
seasons beat Al Qoqazi 2-1 
in their opening match and 
next face Al Ramtha in 
Ifbid Thursday. 

Al Jazireh: Although 

somewhat impressive by 
finishing among the top 
five for the past two years, 
their first two matches are 
against tough teams. They 
lost to Al Wihdat in their 
opening match arid next 
face runner up Al Faisali 
Friday. 

Al Qoqazi and Shabab Al 
Hussein: The two newly 
promoted teams lost their 
opening matches. If they 
appear in the form of usual 
newly-promoted teams 
both will be hoping that 
they score the necessary 
wins to avoid relegation 
and maintain their place in 
tbe prestigious group 
whose number has been 
reduced to ten following a 
JSF decision to relegate 
four teams .while only pro- 
moting two last season. 

During the past week , the 
JSF also issued the 
timetable fcr the First Divi- 
sion competition which 
kicks off July 11 with 14 
teams taking part. The top 
two reams will be promoted 
to the Premier League 
while the last two will be 
relegated to the Second 
Division. 

The competing teams are 
Al Arabi, Al Russeifo, 
Sahab, Sarih, Manshieh, 
That Ras, Zarqa, Yarmouk, 
Baqaa, Jalii. Awdeh , Tuna. 
Talbieh and Al Karmel. 


Jazireh’s basketball teams 
leave for Aleppo today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — In prepara- 
tion for the season's bas- 
ketball competitions, Al 
Jazireh’s team Wednes- 
day leave for Aleppo, 
Syria to play a series of 
matches against top Syri- 
an teams. 

The week-long tourna- 
ment is organised by 
Aleppo’s Al Jala' Club 
and includes eight teams. 

Al Jazireh’s men's team 
will face Syrian champi- 
ons Al Inihad, runner up 
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WriMOUAR SHARIF 
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North-South vulnerable South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*KQ64 
TQ932 
O J 108 
*J4 

WEST EAST 

* A J 10 5 *9873 

T K64 7 7 

OK : 7 6 2 

* KS 652 . * A 10 9 7 3 

SOUTH 
*2 ■ 

TAJ 1085 
O AQ9 54 3 

The bidding- 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

10 Dbl I NT Pm 

*0 Pan 47 P**s 

P*« Pui 

Opening lead: Five of * 

If there is one word that in the 
*abodiment of winning bridge, it 
be "count. “ Thai applies to 
bdth the distribution of the unseen 
k®ads and to their strength. Much 
^nbe learned from bjth 

When West interposed a takeout 
doable, North saw no reason to 
introduce s four-card mujur * those 
were the suits West was likely to 
hold], opting instead fur one no 
[ru “P- But after South aggressively 
rererotd with two hearts. North 
wasted no uae in making sure that 
the m^jor-smt gam e was reached. 

West led a Vo nr dub to East's ace, 
«d declarer ruffed the dub return. 
A low spade ms led. Wat shot up 
with the see and ex/ted with a 
spade to dummy's queen, declarer 
discarding a diamond. Not unex- 
P*««2y, the trump finesse lost to 
long, completing the defensive 
book. 

West mated with a trump, token 
in dummy. The jack of diamonds 
was led but, instead sf making the 
percentage play of the finesse, 
declarer rose with the ace When 
the hog dropped, declarer drew- tbe 
> lost trump and claimed. Did South 
peek, or was declarer a very good 
player? 

, Congratulations if you selected a 
very goad player. There was no way 
the diamond finesse could succeed, 
and declarer knew ill 

East had already shown up with 
four points by winning the first I 
J tnek with the ace of clubs, and j 
I Surely held at least live clubs. If 
j East held shortness hearts and 
| the lung cf diamonds as well, would 
1 that defender haw passed meekly 
! ever North’s on* no trump*’ “Not 
• bloody Ukely!" Taking the diamond 
j finesse would have been an act of 
[masochism. The only nope was to i 
! 2nd Wes; with a smglfitm lung. 1 


Al Jala', and Al Horrieh. 

Al Ittihad includes 
Syria’s top players, 
including the agile 
Mohammad Abu Sa’da 
who led his team to his 
country’s basketball tide 
last year. 

Tbe two other teams 
have a good line-up as 
well and are expected to 
be tough opponents to 
undermanned- Al Jazireh 
missing a number of play- 
ers including playmaker 
Ghaith Ermabi, centre 
Naser Alawneh, in addi- 
tion to Ihab Qaddoumi 
and Seif Lada’. Players on 
the under- 18 national 
team will also be missing 
tbe tournament since the 
Jordan Basketball Federa- 
tion asked them to contin- 
ue training with the team 
currently preparing for 
the Asian championship 
later this year. 

The team will be led by 
Husain Lutfi .Yousef Abu 
Bakir, Ma’an Odeh and 
Saqer Khirfan. 

Al Jazireh’s women’s 
team will also have diffi- 
cult opponents in hosts 
and Syrian champions A I 
Jala’, and all-time rivals 
Al Horrieh and Al 
Yarmouk. 


The Kingdom’s title- 
holders, had played tbe 
three teams on earlier 
occasions losing to Al 
Horrieh by four points, 
beating Al Yarmouk, 
while losing three match- 
es against Al Jala’ who 
last played in Jordan last 
summer. Al Jala’ then 
won two encounters and 
lost the other two to Jor- 
dan's national team who 
were preparing for the 
Asian Championship in 
Japan. 

The tournament in 
Aleppo is expected to be a 
good finale to Al Jazireh’s 
preparations for the coun- 
try’s championship which 
is scheduled for July 19. 

Al Jazireh had clinched 
the country's women’s 
championship from Al 
Oithodoxi in 1993 before 
losing it hi 1994 when 
they palled out of the 
championship before 
reclaiming it last yean 

The team includes most 
of the Kingdom’s national 
players including Rana 
Husseini, Jumana Said, 
Suhair Makusi, Hala 
Mubeisen. Tala Al 
Mauje, Andeira Qasesieh, 
Rania Dajani and Tama- 
ra Al Kbadra. 


TUTOR 

Teaching Arabic as a foreign language: 

Please call 781498, 

Mr. Lahham, 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. 



The American Embassy Amman, Jordan is 
seeking qualified contractors experienced 
in constructing large satellite structural 
steel platforms (approx. 10 tons), under dif- 
ficult and demanding conditions. 
Interested contractors should submit a 
letter of interest with appropriate refer- 
ences to: American Embassy Amman, 
Atten: Richard McCoII FMS 


out, as McGrath beats Fernandez 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Kimiko Date became the 
first Japanese player ever to 
reach the women’s singles 
semifinals at Wimbledon 
on Tuesday when she beat 
13tb-$eeded Mary Pierce of 
Fiance 3-6, 6-3, 6-1. 

The 25-year-old Japanese 
player, who reached tbe 
quarterfinals here last year 
and who is seeded 12th, 
now feces defending cham- 
pion Steffi Graf for a place 
in Saturday’s final. 

Date is one of only two 
players who have beaten 
tbe German champion this 
year. She defeated Graf in a 
Fed Cup clash in Japan in 
April. 

The other player to beat 
Graf in 1996 was Martina 
Hingis of Switzerland in 
the qnarter-finals at the Ital- 
ian Open. 

Pierce, whose slow-mov- 
ing and over-deliberate ser- 
vice action and constant 
grimacing won few admir- 
ers among the 15,000 cen- 
tre-court crowd, looked to 
have the match won in the 
first set as her big ground- 
strokes found their targets. 

But Date’s consistency 
and determination turned 
the matrh around in the sec- 
ond 

Date put out the third- 
seeded 1994 champion 
Concbita Martinez of Spain 
in die fourth-round. 

Meanwhile defending 
champion Steffi Graf shift- 
ed up a gear to leave sixth- 
seeded opponent Jana 
Novotna struggling to keep 
pace in their women’s sin- 
gles quarterfinal clash at 
Wimbledon Tuesday. 

Graf, who is campaigning 
for a seventh singles title in 
the world's most presti- 
gious tournament, produced 
her best tennis of the cham- 
pionships so feu- to score a 
6-3, 6-2 victory in just over 
one hour. 

The 27-year-old German 
champion now plays 
Kimiko Date for a place in 
Saturday’s finaL 

The other semifinalists 
are fourth-seeded Arantxa 
Sancbez-Vicario of Spain 
and unseeded Meredith 
McGrath of the United 
States. 

Sanchez-Vicario recov- 
ered from a slow start to see 
off Judith Wiesner of Aus- 
tria while Switzerland 
based McGrath beat ninth- 
seeded compatriot Mary 
Joe Fernandez 6-3, 6-1. 

Big-$erving Richard Kra- 
jicek blasted his way into 
the men’s singles quarterfi- 
nals at Wimbledon Tuesday 
by scoring an impressive 6- 
4, 7-6 (7/5), 6-4 upset victo- 
ry over tenth-seeded French 
Open finalist Michael 
Stich. 

The unseeded 24-year-old 
Dutch player, who had lost 
in the first-round here on 
his last two visits, now 
plays defending champion 


Pete Sampras for a place in 
Friday’s semifinals. 

Tideholder Pete Sampras 
blitzed French 16th seed 
Cedric Pioline 6-4 6-4 6-2 
to move ever nearer his 
fourth successive Wimble- 
don men’s title on Tuesday. 

Though he struggled at 
time s with his volleying, 
the 24-year-old American 
fired 17 aces and had too 
many shots for the French- 
man, who failed for tbe sev- 
enth time in as many 
attempts to come to grips 
with tbe power of Sampras. 

Tbe top seed’s quarter- 
final opponent on Wednes- 
day was to be the winner of 
tbe big-serving duel later 
on Tuesday between 1991 
champion Michael Stich, 
the German who is seeded 
10th, and dangerous Dutch- 
man Richard Krajicek. 

Tall American Todd Mar- 
tin, tbe only seed left in the 
other rad of the men’s 
draw, took another step 
towards a probable spot in 
tbe final by completing a 3- 
6 6-3 7-5 6-2 victory over 
Swede Thomas Johansson 
in a match suspended after 
three sets on Monday. 

The 1.98 metre-tall Mar- 
tin, seeded 13, now feces 
the new darling of the cen- 
tre court Tim Henman, who 
on Monday became tbe first 
Briton to reach the last 
eight in 23 years. 

Two mere unseeded play- 
ers, Romanian-born Ger- 
man Alex Radulescu and 
American Malivai Wash- 
ington, also reached tbe last 
eight and will face each 
other to ensure that there is 
an unseeded semifinalist 
for the first time since John 
McEnroe in 1992. 

Radulescu, a 21-year-old 
ranked 91st in the world, 
took his tally of aces to 101, 
more than any other man so 
far, as he cruised to a 6-3 6- 
0 6-4 triumph over south 
African qualifier Neville 
Godwin. Godwin had 
reached the-- fourth round 
after Boris Becker "with- 
drew due to a wrist injury 
during their match last Fri- 
day. 

“I think I am dreaming 
and I hope nobody wakes 
me up,” Radulescu, a resi- 
dent of Bad Homberg, near 
Frankfurt, said. 

Washington progressed at 
the expense of Dutchman 
Paul Haarhuis, winning 6-3 
6*4 6-2. He has not dropped 
a set since bis first round 
match against Australian 
Richard Fromberg. 

It is only the second time 
Washington, ranked 20th, 
has reached a grand slam 
quarter-final and this is tbe 
first time he has passed the 
second round at Wimble- 
don. Sampras put Pioline 
pnder imme diate pressure 
in their centre court battle 
by thr eate ning the French- 
man’s first two service 
games, then be broke him 


Music, coffee & books 
Amman Bookshop 
opens till 8;00 p.m. 

3rd Circle - J.i.C. Building - 644013 j 0 
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FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment in Abdoun, near the 
American Embassy. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms + telephone + elevator. 
Tel. No.: 775324 - 827751 


FOR RENT 

Furnished & unfurnished villas, semi villas, 
apartments, offices, buildings, different 
sizes. In West Amman. 


For more information call 637011, 637666 



Furnished Air Conditioned Flat 

Three bedrooms, sitting room, living 
room and three bathrooms, 3n3 floor 
( elevator - Telephone - central heating 
available ). Yearly rent only. 
Amman - South Um Uthaina - behind the 
Trade Centre. ^ 

For More Information Call 856126 
For Two Days Only 



Japan’s Kimiko Date celebrates her win at the Wimble- 
don tennis championships. Date became the first 
Japanese to reach the semifinals ( Reuters photo) 


in the fifth game and moved 
a set in front 
Pioline had some success 
in the second set by making 
Sampras stretch for volleys, 
but tbe American always 
had an answer on the big 
points and was helped to 
tbe vital service break in the 
fifth game again when Pio- 
line double-faulted 
Pioline, who took Boris 
Becker to five sets last year, 
could not mount a come- 
back as the American broke 
him once more early in the 
third set Then it was one-- 
way traffic until Sampras 
wrapped it up after an hour 
and 3.9 minutes. 

Navratilova launches 
record bid 

Martina Navratilova 
came safely through the 
first round of the mixed- 
doubles at Wimbledon as 
she launched her bid for a 
record-equalling 20th Wim- 
bledon crown. 

Tbe 39-year-old Czech- 
born American joined 
forces with Jonathan Static 
of the United States to beat 
Australian Andrew Kratz- 
marm and Maria Lindstrom 
of Sweden 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. 

Navratilova, who won her 
19th Wimbledon title last 
year when she and Stark 
won tbe mixed doubles, is 
hoping to equal the 20 
Wimbledon title haul of 
Billie Jean King. 


Henman ends British 
drought as Martinez 
drifts away 

Wimbledon’s most inter- 


rupted day’s action since 
- 1993 could not stop emerg- 
ing local hero Tim Henman 
from ending two decades of 
British tennis hard-luck sto- 
ries on Monday by reaching 
the quarterfinals. 

Henman rewarded the 
patience of the centre coun 
crowd on a cool, showery 
afternoon by beating Swede 
Magnus Gustafsson 7-6 6-4 
7-6 to become the first 
Briton to enter the last eight 
dub since Roger Taylor in 
1973. 

There was also a shock 
exit for 1994 women’s 
champion Conchita Mar- 
tinez, dumped unceremoni- 
ously out trf the champi j 
onship 5-7 7-6 6-3 by 
Jean’s Kimiko Date in one 
of Monday’s postponed 
matches. 

The Spanish third seed’s 
emotional triumph over 
Martina Navratilova two 
years ago suddenly seemed 
as distant as the days when 
British players ruled the 
lawns, as Date booked her- 
self into the last eight of the 
women’s singles for die 
second year in a row. 

Until Martinez’s late 
demise, only Steffi Graf 
and Arantxa Sanchez Vic- 
ario had threatened to 
divert attention away from 
Henman's impressive prog- 
ress. 

Graf dismissed 15-year- 
old Martina Hingis 6-1 6-4 
in the same cool manner 
she dealt with suggestions 
by Navratilova she was fak- 
ing a knee injury, while 
Sanchez Vicario survived 
one wobbly set against 
Sabine Appelmans to join 
her rival in the quarterfi- 


nals. 

Rain has been a rare visi- 
tor to the All England Club 
in recent times, but until 
now the drought encoun- 
tered by British tennis has 
been relentless and 
unbreakable. 

According to the nation’s 
comedians, the only Brits 
ever involved in tbe second 
week are the ice-cream and 
strawberry salesmen. 

But Henman, straight- 
backed and serious-minded, 
is made of sterner stuff and 
is be ginnin g to invite cau- 
tious, if premature, compar- 
isons with a youthful Pete 
Sampras or Stefen Edberg. 

The 21 -year-old now 
feces either American 13th 
seed Todd Martin or Swede 
Thomas Johansson and sees 
no reason why he cannot 
progress even further in the 
bottom half of a draw 
which is wide open. 

“Obviously I'm very 
pleased to be in the quarter- 
finals but I have to keep 
looking forward,” said 
H enman , currently ranked 
62nd in the world. 

“1 was pleased with the 
way 1 was able to take my 
chances. There are still 
some very good players left 
in the draw but if 1 keep 
playing the way 1 have I 
think I have a good chance 
of winning again.” 

Gustafsson, ranked 37th, 
had suggested his young 
opponent bad elements of 
Sampras in his make-np, 
and tbe way tbe youngster 
reacted at moments of 
stress was worthy of the 
rei gnin g champion. 

Australian Jason 

Stoltenbeig also advanced 
to his first Grand Slam 
quarterfinal, beating 
Switzerland’s Jakob Hlasek 
6-2 7-6 6-2. 

Stoltenberg was 4-0 down 
in the second set only to be 
saved by a rain break. “The 
rain really helped. It was 
the turning point I was 
going down and was able to 
get away, regroup and come 
back.” 

Tbe conqueror of Monica 
Seles, Katarina Studemko- 
va of Sovakia, went down 
to Meredith McGrath to set 
up an all-American quarter- 
final with Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez, while Austria’s Judith 
Wiesner will be Sanchez. 
Vicario’s opponent 

The departure of Mar- 
tinez, though, appears to 
make life easier for Graf in 
the top ball 

The situation in the 

men’s draw, from which 10 
seeds including Andre 

Agassi, French Open cham- 
pion Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 
Stefen Edberg, and the 
injured Boris Becker made 
first-week exits, is even 
bleaker. 

Goran Ivanisevic, a four- 
set winner over Australian 
Pat Rafter, is the only seed 
definitely through to the 
last eight with five fourth- 
round men’s results still 
outstanding. 


Jordan Design & Trade Center cordially invites you to attend 



The exhibition runs from June 25th - July 25th 


^ J Jordan Design & Trade Center 

JIM i Mi Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
Jordan Design J0ff Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Cardens & Safeway, 
& Trail® Center 2nd right after gas station) 
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U.S. calls on Iraq to submit 
‘serious’ distribution plan 


UNITED NATIONS 
(Agencies.) — The United 
Stales is calling on Iraq to 
submit a “more serious" plan 
for distributing food and 
medicine purchased with oil 
revenues so Baghdad can 
return to world petroleum 
markets under the U.N. oil- 
for-food plan. 

On Monday, Washington 
objected to the Iraqi plan, 
saying Baghdad was seeking 
to use the revenues to repair 
war damage from the 1991 
Ciulf war. Iraq also wanted 
supplies earmarked for oppo- 
sition Kurds to come through 
Baghdad. 

Iraq must win U.N. 
approval before Baghdad can 
resume sales provided for 
under an agreement signed 
May 20. Although U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali must approve the plan, 
U.N. officials said American 
objections will hold up the 
deal. 

“We are telling the Iraqis, 
and we're telling the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee, that 
the United States will not sup- 
port these outlandish propos- 
als made by the Iraqi govern- 
ment.'’ State Department 


spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said Monday. 

Mr. Bums said Iraq would 
not be allowed to resume oil 
sales until “more serious 
plans" are submitted by 
President Saddam Hussein's 
government. 

The U.S. announcement 
helped boost prices for die 
European benchmark crude 
by as much as 60 cents a bar- 
rel before heavy profit-taking 
on the close shaved about 15 
per cent off the final price. 

Under the oil-for-food plan, 
Iraq will be allowed to export 
$2 billion worth of oil to buy 
humanitarian goods to help 
its people suffering under six 
years of U .N. sanctions. 

The United Nations, how- 
ever, must first approve an 
Iraqi distribution plan and 
draw up separate procedures 
governing exports. 

U.N. diplomats said the 
Iraqis want to use the oil-for- 
food money to import com- 
puters, oil-drilling equipment, 
telecommunications equip- 
ment, spare parts and other 
supplies not authorised by the 
agreement. 

In addition, the Iraqis want 
food and medicine going to. 


dissident Kurds fighting 
President Saddam's regime to 
be processed by Baghdad — 
instead of by the United 
Nations, which wants to 
ensure that President 
Saddam's opponents receive 
their fair share. 

The sanctions, imposed in 
1990 after Iraq invaded 
neighbouring Kuwait, aim to 
force Iraq to comply with 
UJN. demands to dismantle 
loDg-range missiles and pro- 
grammes to develop nuclear, 
chemical and biological 
weapons. 

In a second blow Monday, 
foe UJSf. disarmament chief 
Rolf Ekeus also charged that 
Iraq may still possess 
between six and 16 long- 
range missiles which could be 
armed with chemical or bio- 
logical warheads. 

“Such a statement coming 
from a U.N. body which is 
the only one able to give Iraq 
a certificate of good behav- 
iour in disa rmament mailers 
has thrown out the window 
any hope of an immediate 
lifting of foe embargo/' an 
Arab diplomat in the Gulf 
said Tuesday. 

“The United States must be 


delighted with Ekeus’ find- 
ings and their blocking of foe 
food distribution plan put for- 
ward by Baghdad can only 
complicate foe issue," he 
added. 

Mr. Ekeus, head of the U.N. 
Special Commission on 
Disarming Iraq (UNSCOM) 
said in Kuwait that some mis- 
siles were “unaccounted for" 
and foe Iraqis “may conceal 
something lie six or 16 mis- 
siles.” 

Under resolutions adopted 
at foe end of foe 1991 Gulf 
war, UNSCOM has to certify 
that Baghdad has destroyed 
all its weapons of mass 
destruction before the UN. 
oil embargo can be lifted. 

U.S. Ambassador to the 
UN. Madeline Albright said 
on Monday that Baghdad was 
making “a deliberate attempt 
to yet again .. get around foe 
rules” 

Despite French and Russian 
accusations of U.S. inter- 
fence. she said foe plan aimed 
to give foe Iraqi government 
control over foe Kurdish 
majority in the north and 
sought to turn foe deal into a 
broader easing of the sanc- 
tions. 


Disgruntled fans 
disrupt Fuheis’ s 
festive night 

By Basel Rnfaiah 

Special to the Jordan Times 

FUHEfS — A concert by Lebanese singer Claudia 
Shumali at the Fuheis festival Sunday evening was 
interrupted when a couple of thousand fans rushed into 
the stage prompting the festival director Yasser 
Akroush to stop the show, eyewitnesses and organisers 
said. . ( ... 

“We have sold only 5.000 tickets for which we made 
available sufficient seats at the festival's ground but at 
least 2.000 more people rushed through by jumping 
over the walls and storming the main entrance gate," 
Mr. Akroush told journalists late Sunday night 

According to Mr. Akroush a JD 150,000- worth Jordan 
Television camera that was placed on the stage was 
damaged by the crowd. He said he had to stop the show 
less than an hour after it started for fear of violence or 
Fire. At the beginning of the riot the performer. Ms. 
Shamali and her troupe continued foe concert but later 
withdrew, Mr. Akroush said pledging enhanced 
arrangements to ensure safety and prevent any similar 
incidents in the festival’s ground opposite the Greek 
Orthodox Church, at Fuheis' old town. 

But most observers and members of the audience 
complained not only of the confusion that erupted dur- 
ing the concert but also because they said the sound was 
poor and the lighting of the square was not sufficient 
which caused further tension and uneasiness among the 
audience. 

At least 100 policemen and 50 ushers failed to pre- 
vent the crowds from rushing into the festival ground, 
the witnesses said. 

Hundreds of people who had bought tickets for the 
concert were not able to enter according to foe witness- 
es. They said that a number of children and women 
started to scream when a pram carrying a three-year-old 
child was temporarily lost. 

Abdullah Marabeh who came from Hassa in southern 
Jordan claimed he bought 10 tickets for JD 60 for him- 
self and his friends but they were unable to get through. 
He charged foe event was ill-organised because, he 
said, the organisers’ main concern was to collect 
money. 

Organised by the Fuheis Youth Club, the festival will 
feature musical performances by Iraqi singer Saadoun 
Jaber and Jordanian singer Osama Jabour among others 
in addition to Ms. Shamali. 


Damascus wants talk 
on Euphrates, Israeli 
issues, with Turkey 


Nanny: Mrs. Netanyahu 
kept me from voting 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
iAP> — On day two of 
Israel's “nannygate," the 
Tired nanny for Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Ncianyahu's children said 
she didn't vote for her boss 
because his wife wouldn’t let 
her. 

Tanva Shaw made head- 
lines after she claimed Sarah 
Netanyahu Fired her after she 
burned a pot of soup. The 
prime minister's office said 
the 21 -year-old was fired 
because she is unstable and 
has violent outbursts. 

In un exclusive interview 
published Tuesday in the 
Israeli newspaper Maariv. 
Ms. Shaw said she asked to 
come late to work on May 
29. Israel's election day, so 
she could go to Tei Aviv to 
vote. Mrs. Netanyahu 
refused. Ms. Shaw said. 

When Mr. Netanyahu, who 
won the election bv less than 
1 per cent, asked Ms. Shaw 
if she voted, she told him: “I 
couldn't vote because Sarah 


said I had to take care of foe 
children.” 

Ms. Shaw described Mrs. 
Netanyahu, the prime minis- 
ter's third wife, as obsessed 
with cleanliness, making 
everyone — including Me 
Netanyahu — wash hands 
before touching foe children 
and refusing to let the chil- 
dren play on the floor. Ms. 
Shaw said Mrs. Netanyahu 
banned her from wearing 
makeup in foe house. 

In the media frenzy over 
the story, local press has 
rounded up nearly everyone 
Ms. Shaw, a recent immi- 
grant from South Africa, had 
contact with in the past year 
— including Ms. Shaw’s 
Hebrew teachers, her 
employment agency, and foe 
prime minister’s body- 
guards. 

“1 remember her as a nor- 
mal girl." said Hassam Shuv. 
director of foe school where 
Ms. Shaw learned Hebrew. 
“She isn't wild or crazy." 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria on Tuesday called for 
talks with Turkey's new 
Islamic-led government 
aimed at smoothing out 
contentious issues like 
sharing Euphrates water, 
and Ankara’s alliance with 
Israel, a government daily 
said. _ 

“We want to establish a 
constructive dialogue to 
realise the interests of foe 
two countries," the Tishrin 
daily said. 

“Syria is mainly demand- 
ing that Turkey respect 
international accords on 
common rivers and to give 
it its share of the Euphrates 
water," it added. 

The newspaper also 
urged Ankara to think 
again about its recent 
“destructive alliance" with 
Syria’s arch-enemy Israel, 
and "preserve its historic 
relations with foe Arabs.” 

Ankara's military coop- 
eration accord with Israel 
signed last February gives 
Israeli warplanes access to 
train in Turkish airspace, a 
move which has unsettled 
Damascus. 

New Turkish Prime 
Minister Necmettin 

Erbakan's pro-Islamic 

Welfare Party has opposed 
the accord. Mr. Erbakan 
said Saturday he would 


respect international 
accords already signed but 
warned that “those provi- 
sions which are against our 
national interests and secu- 
rity will not be implement- 
ed." 

D amas cus is also 
involved in a protracted 
dispute with Ankara over 
sharing foe precious water 
from the Euphrates river 
which rises in eastern 
Turkey, and flows through 
Syria and Iraq. 

The row has been exacer- 
bated by a huge Turkish 
project to dam the river, 
and further reduce the flow 
of water to its arid neigh- 
bour state. 

The paper welcomed Mr. 
Erbakan's arrival in power, 
which it said heralded a 
new stage of cooperation 
between the two countries. 

Previous Turkish govern- 
ments accused Syria of 
sheltering the leadership of 
foe outlawed PKK, (Kur- 
dish Labour Party) which 
is fighting a decade-old 
war for an independent 
homeland in southeastern 
Turkey. 

Ankara has linked the 
question of water-sharing 
with demands that Syria 
cut-off aid to the PKK. 


COLLEGE OF FASHION DESIGNS ON THE CATWALK: Israeli College of 
Textile and Fashion finish ed the study year with a fashion show Monday by the [ 
graduate students on July 1. The theme of this particular design is “Sea Song 3 ' ; 
(Reuters photo) 


Syria says Israel trying to 
assassinate peace process 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
on Tuesday said it was seek- 
ing regional support to con- 
front the new hardline 
Israeli government which 
aimed to assassinate the 
Middle East peace process. 

“Israel, under foe leader- 
ship of the extreme right 
headed by (Prime Minister 
Benyamin) Netanyahu, 
does not hide its intentions 
of exploding the Middle 
East anew and on the widest 
scale to achieve its 
announced goal, assassinat- 
ing the peace process," rul- 
ing Baath Party newspaper 
AI Baath said. 

The official press said foe 
aim of Syrian mediation 
between Iran and Bahrain 
was to gather regional sup- 
port to confront hardline 
Israeli policies which reject 
foe handing back of Arab 
lands for peace. 

“The attacks by Israel and 
its supporters which foe 
region is witnessing leave 
its countries with a sole 
option, to mass all abilities 
and powers to face these 
dangerous challenges which 
threaten their existence," Ai 
Baath said. 


The Syrian media accused 
Mr. Netanyahu of “real 
enmity to peace" and said 
Israel's withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, captured 
from Syria in 1967, was a 
basic demand for peace in 
the Middle East. 

“Syria is carrying out sin- 
cere efforts to dear some 
differences between Iran 
and Bahrain as it is seeking 
to gather powers of Arabs 
and the supporting coun- 
tries to face the dangerous 
defiances looming in more 
than one direction." AI 
Baath said. 

Bahrain in June accused 
Iran of supporting Shi'ite 
Muslims plotting to over- 
throw its government and 
install an administration 
loyal to Tehran. 

Iran denied involvement 
and offered to mediate 
between the Bahraini gov- 
ernment and opponents 
demanding political and 
economic reforms. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq AI Sharaa, who has 
been shuttling between Iran 
and Bahrain since the week- 
end carrying messages from 
President Hafez Ai Assad to 


leaders of both states, said 
he was optimistic about his 
diplomacy. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who won 
May 29 elections, pledged 
to address Israel’s security 
concerns and voiced oppo- 
sition to pulling back from 
occupied Arab lands, 

including the Golan 

Heights. 

He expressed commit- 
ment to achieving peace 
with Arabs, but said that 
would not be on the land- 
for-peace principle, the 
basis of 1991 Arab- Israeli 
peace talks in Madrid. 

Another Syrian newspa- 
per Tishreen accused Mr. 
Netanyahu of being against 
peace and said that prevent- 
ed him from seeing the 
regional “interactions surg- 
ing under the surface." 

“What kind of contradic- 
tion is Netanyahu trapped 
in. He claims to be keen to 
achieve peace with Syria 
and at the same time he 
reveals real enmity to peace 
by continuously demanding 
to keep occupying the 
Golan." Tishreen said. 


Israeli jets target Palestinian base in Lebanon 


RASHAYYA, Lebanon (R) 
— Israeli warplanes rocketed 
a Palestinian guerrilla base in 
southeast Lebanon on 
Tuesday following an 
ambush on Israeli troops in 
the occupied West Bank last 
week. 

The planes fired four rock- 
ets at a base of the 
Palestinian National 

Liberation Organisation 
(PNLO). a PLO splinter 
group, just seven kilometres 
from foe Syrian border, secu- 
rity sources said. 

A PNLO spokesman in 
Beirut said three rockets hit a 


logistics office in the group’s 
military base in Aita AI 
Foukbar valley in the eastern 
Bekaa Valley. 

“No one was injured in the 
attack,” the guerrilla 
spokesman said. 

The PNLO is a small 
Damascus-based group led 
by former Fatah Colonel Abu 
Moossa foal split from the 
Fatah faction of PLO leader 
Yasser ArafaL 

The pro-Syrian group 
claimed responsibility last 
Wednesday for an attack in 
the occupied West Bank 
which killed force Israeli sol- 


diers and wounded two. 

A witness said explosions 
could be beard every few 
minutes for two hours after 
foe raid. Lebanese security 
sources said a rocket might 
have hit an ammunition 
warehouse inside the base. 

An Israeli array spokesman 
in Tel Aviv said: “Air force 
planes this rooming attacked 
terrorist targets of the Abu 
Moussa organisation in 
Lebanon's Bekaa (Valley). 
The targets attacked were 
used for training and to 
launch attacks. 

"The pilots reported good 


hits cm the targets. All our 
planes rerumed safely to 
base," he added. 

Lebanese and Syrian 
troops and Palestinian guer- 
rillas sealed off the area after 
the attack, witnesses said. 

Israeli planes were seen 
flying high over many parts 
of Lebanon immediately 
after the raid. Lebanese 
troops also fired anti-aircraft 
guns at Israeli helicopters 
flying over Maydoun in the 
southeast of the Bekka 
Valley. 

The PNLO said after 
Wednesday’s West Bank 


clash that its fighters attacked 
an Israeli patrol near Jericho 
in protest at the “treacher- 
ous" peace deals Mr. Arafat's 
Palestinian Authority signed 
with Israel. 

Israeli warplanes raided 
Palestinian targets in the 
Bekaa Valley and east of 
Beirut in April during Israel's 
17-day blitz on Lebanon 
which killed some 200 peo- 
ple, mostly Lebanese civil- 
ians. The declared target of 
the blitz was Hizbollah guer- 
rillas fighting to drive Israeli 
occupation troops from south 
Lebanon. 


New Bosnian Serb leader strikes hardline stance 


PALE. Bosnia (R) — The 
woman to whom Bosnian 
Serb President Radovan 
Karadzic handed over power 
took an uncompromising 
stance Tuesday, vowing not 
to cooperate with a U.N. war 
crimes tribunal and denying 
Serb media are state con- 
trolled. 

Biljana Plavsic spoke to 
reporters in the Bosnian Serb 
capital of Pale outside 
Sarajevo after hosting medi- 
ator Carl Bildt, the interna- 
tional community’s high rep- 
resentative for Bosnia, in her 
fust official meeting as act- 
ing president 


Asked whether she would 
use her new powers to deliv- 
er Mr. Karadzic and Bosnian 
Serb Army Commander 
General Ratko Mladic, both 
twice indicted for war 
crimes, to the Hague, Ms. 
Plavsic was explicit in her 
refusal. 

“That (extradition) accord- 
ing to our law is forbidden. 
Those who are accused 
answer only to our courts ” 
she told reporters in the 
Bosnian Serb capital of Pale. 

“By our law it is forbidden 
for a person on foe territory 
of (Bosnian Serb Republic) 
to be handed over to a for- 


eign court. If you deviate 
from the law you have 
chaos. We don’t want that." 

Mr. Bildt had come to Pale 
to meet with Ms. Plavsic to 
try to clarify her status and 
that of Mr. Karadzic. 

Mr. Karadzic had signed a 
letter of “resignation”, effec- 
tive last Sunday, which was 
drafted by the high represen- 
tative's office. But conflict- 
ing statements from Pale 
made it unclear whether Mr. 
Karadzic was still president 
or not. 

Mr. Bildt suggested 
Tuesday it didn't matter who 
was held the title so long as 


Ms. Plavsic exercised the 
power. 

“We cannot tolerate Mr. 
Karadzic having any sort of 
public function," Mr. Bildt 
said. 

'Tt is illegal for any public 
official or any institutions of 
the (Bosnian Serb Republic) 
to accept decisions or 
instructions from Mr. 
Karadzic or persons acting 
on his behalf.” 

Both Ms. Plavsic and Mr. 
Bildt sought refuge from 
tough questions in the tech- 
nicalties of Bosnian Serb 
law, but Mr. Bildt could not 
have been reassured by the 


policy line his host took. 

When the high representa- 
tive criticised state-run Pale 
Television for “pursuing a 
propaganda campaign for 
Mr. Karadzic that would 
have made (Soviet dictator 
Joseph) Stalin embarrassed.” 
Ms. Plavsic fired right back. 

“No directive at all comes 
form our side toward Pale 
TV,” she said, provoking sti- 
fled laughter even among 
loyalist Bosnian Serb 
reporters. 

“In principle we have no 
desire to control television. 
We are a democratic soci- 
ety” 



Diana: I never 
wanted divorce 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Princess Diana was Tues- 
day quoted as saying she 
“never wanted a divorce" 
from heir to the throne 
Prince Charles. The top- 
selling Sun tabloid said the 
princess made the admis- 
sion on her 35th birthday 
Monday after her regular 
work-out at a fashionable 
London gym. News reports 
have suggested that Queen 
Elizabeth is irritated by the 
slow pace of divorce nego- 
tations and has told Prince 
Charles to finalise a settle- 
ment worth at least $30 
milli on. Speculation has 
mounted that an announce- 
ment on the end of the 
royal couple's 15-year 
marriage is due within the 
next few days. As Princess 
Diana left the exclusive 
Harbour Club, she said: “l 
never wanted a divorce. No 
one seems to understand 
that. I am anxious to get all 
this over with. I would like 
all the details to be kept 
private and try to reach a 
conclusion in a civilised 
manner.” The princess was 
speaking to reporters after 
a photographer wished her 
a happy birthday. “This is 
one bell of a week for me. I 
am totally raw inside." she 
said. “This day doesn’t 
mean anything to me. It is 
not a special day. This is 
just another day for me," 
she added Princess Diana 
reluctantly agreed to a 
divorce in February and is 
believed to have told the 
queen two months ago that 
she was fed up with the 
lack of urgency and would 
pull out of negotiations 
unless the matter was sort- 
ed out soon. The queen told 
the couple in' December to 
finalise their separation, 
announced in 1992. They 
were married in 1981 and 
have two boys. Prince 
William and Prince Harry. 
Prince Charles is said to 
have taken put a huge bank 
loan to pay off his wife but 
it is unclear whether the 
queen has guaranteed the 
loan. 

Fergie aims to 
show there’s life 
after 30 

LONDON (AFP) — Sarah 
Ferguson, the newly di- 
vorced Duchess of York, 
has apparently made her 
debut in the world of fash- 
ion modelling with foe mis- 
sion of showing women 
they can be alluring with- 
out being young and skin- 
ny. The 36-year-old "Fer- 
gie," as she is popularly 
known in Britain, was di- 
vorced in May from Queen 
Elizabeth II's second son. 
Prince Andrew. She is fea- 
tured in a 10-page cover 
fashion photo spread in this 
week's Hello! magazine, 
accompanied by social 
observations including: 

— “Modelling in your 30s 
isn't easy because you have 
to work hard to keep in 
shape” 

— “I enjoy modelling, and 
why not show women that 
they can be attractive even 
if they are not skinny or 20 
years old?” 

— “After all these years I 
am becoming the conduc- 
tor of my own orchestra.” 

— “By offering myself as 
an example of someone 
who has survived a lot of 
pain and embarrassment, 
perhaps I can help other 
women survive their own 
pain and embarrassment-” 

— “My plan for the future 
is to woxk on my inner self 
and be a good mother ” 
Ferguson was granted per- 
manent custody of her two 
daughters. Princess Beat- 
rice, 7, and Princess Euge- 
nie, 6, and Prince Andrew, 
also 36. was granted visita- 
tion rights. Although the 
Financial settlement was 
not disclosed, reliable re- 
ports said she was to re- 
ceive the relatively modest 
amount of £2 million ($3 
million), much of which 
would go into a trust for the 
children. 
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